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PREFACE. 

The  present  volume  contains  the  last  instalment  of  Mr. 
Murray's  "  Flora  of  Somerset,"  and  the  work  can  now  be 
obtained  in  a  complete  form. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  to  Mr.  F.  T.  Elworthy 
for  his  kindness  in  supplying  the  illustrations  to  his  paper  on 
V  the  important  "  find  "  in  West  Somerset ;  to  Professor  Allen 
for  the  photographs  from  which  the  plates  of  the  Gatehouse 
at  Cerne  Abbas  and  the  Vault  of  Sherborne  Abbey  Church 
were  prepared  ;  and  to  Mr.  Bidgood  for  his  drawing  of  the 
"  Cheddar  Pink  "  as  a  frontispiece  to  Murray's  "  Flora  of 
Somerset." 

F.  w.  w. 

December,  1896. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

SOMERSETSHIRE  ARCHiEOLOGICAL  AND 
NATURAL  HISTORY  SOCIETY 

DURING   THE  YEAR 
1896. 


THE  forty-eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
at  Sherborne  on  Tuesday,  August  4th,  in  the  "  Big 
Schoolroom"  of  Sherborne  School.  Mr.  H.  Duncan  Skrine, 
before  quitting  the  Presidential  chair,  which  he  had  occupied 
during  the  past  year,  said  he  wished  to  say  how  deeply  he  felt 
the  kindness  and  courtesy  he  experienced,  when  the  Society 
met  at  Bath  last  year.  In  introducing  Mr.  J.  K.  D.  Wing- 
field  DiGBY,  M.P.,  the  President-Elect,  Mr.  Skrine  said 
no  words  of  commendation  from  him  were  needed,  as  Mr. 
Digby  inherited  a  name  which  no  one  would  deny  was  alarum 
et  venerabile  nomoi,  not  only  in  that  neighbourhood,  but  in 
English  history. 

Mr.  Digby  then  took  the  chair  and  thanked  the  members 
of  the  Society  for  the  honour  they  had  done  him. 

The  annual  report  was  then  read  by  Lieut.-Col.  Bramble, 
F.S.A.,  Hon.  Gen.  Sec.  :^ 

IReport. 

"  Your  Committee  beg  to  present  their  forty-eighth  annual 
report. 

"As  the  result  of  a  special  effort,  forty-eight  new  names 
have,  since  the  last  meeting,  been  added  to  the  list  of  members, 
which  now  stands  at  577,  but  inasmuch  as  the  natural  loss 
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IVoiu  (Icnlljs,  i-csio'ii;il ions,  ;iih1  oIIkm-  causes — the  ordinary 
leakaii^c,  to  wliicli  every  society  is  subject — has  amounted  to 
nineteen,  tin;  net  ^ain  on  the  year  is  twenty-nine  only. 

"  Wmv  Conunittee  })eg  to  express  a  liope  that  all  the  naem- 
h(>rs  will  kec])  in  view  tlie  desirability  of  an  increase  in 
our  nnnibci's,  usinn-,  of"  couj-se,  a  ])roper  discretion  as  to  the 
eliii-ibility  of  en iid idates  wliorn  they  may  bring  forward, 
(^uaiilily  is  drsirtthlr,  ([uality  is  esi^ential^  to  the  well-being  of 
such  a  Society. 

"  Your  Committee  regret  to  report  that  the  adverse  balance 
on  the  Society's  General  Account  has  increased  during  the 
])ast  year,  and  although  the  amount  is  still  comparatively  small 
(  £20  Os.  8d.),  it  must  not  be  allowed  to  increase,  and  should  be 
swept  off  if  possible  during  the  current  year. 

"In  1892  the  balance  in  hand  was  £89  l7s.  6d. ;  in  1893, 
£49  14s.  2d.  ;  in  1894,  against  the  Society,  17s.  2d.  ;  in  1895, 
this  debit  balance  is  now  increased  to  £20  Os.  8d. 

"  This  has,  no  doubt,  been  caused  to  a  great  extent  by  the 
increased  cost  of  our  Annual  Volume,  which  has  been  as 
follows  : — 


Vol.  XXXIII. 


Vol.  XXX IV 


Vol.  XXXV. 

Minehead. 


Vol.  XXXVI. 

Castle.  Gary 
1890. 

Vol.  XXXVIT. 

Creivkti'ne 
1891. 

Vol.  XXXVIII. 

Wellington 
1892. 


1888. 


1889. 


1890. 


1891. 


1892. 


1893. 


£  d. 

Printing  and  Binding  ...  81    6  9 

Illustrations      ...        ..  5  13  3 

Postage  of  Volumes    ...  6  10  9 

Printing  and  Binding  ...  65  19  7 

Illustrations    29  11  0 

Postage  of  Volumes     ...  9  16  2 

Printing  and  Binding  ...  58  18  4 

Illustrations    23    5  0 

Postage  of  Volumes     ...  9  10  5 

Printing  and  Binding  ...  76    5  10 

Illustrations    23  17  6 

Postage  of  Volumes     .  9    17  5 

Printing  and  Binding  ...  59  15  0 

Illustrations      ...        ...  34  15  9 

Postage  of  Vols.  (2  yrs.)  19  14  8 

Printing  and  Binding  ...  123    0  0 

Illustrations    18  18  3 

Postage  of  Volumes     ...  10  17  1 


d. 


93  10  9 


105    6  9 


91  13  9 


110   0  9 


14    5  5 


152  15  4 
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s. 

d. 

JTiltltlLl^  oiiUKx.  JDlllillllg  .. 

81 

12 

Q 

FvOTRQ, 

Illustra<tions 

1  Q 

1893. 

Postage  of  Volumes 

.  11 

19 

2 

Vol.  XL. 

1895. 

Printing  and  Binding  . . 

.  132 

14 

6 

Langport 

Illustrations 

.  47 

10 

9 

1894, 

Postage  and  Delivery  .. 

.  11 

19 

2 

Vol.  XLl. 

1896. 

Printing  and  Binding  . . 

.  94 

18 

3 

Bath 

Illus.  (Gifts  this  year) 

3 

15 

0 

1895. 

Postage  and  Delivery  . . 

9 

19 

3 

£  s.  d. 

144    9  6 

192    4  5 

108  12  6 


"  It  Avill  be  absolutely  necessary  that  there  should  be  some 
reduction  in  the  bulk  of  future  vohunes,  but  it  is  confidently 
expected  that  this  may  be  carried  out  without  any  diminution 
of  their  literary  value,  which,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be  im- 
proved by  concentration. 

"  A  loss  of  income  has  also  been  sustained  from  the  '  Castle 
House'  remaining  void.  It  is  a  difficult  place  to  let,  and,  from 
its  size  and  age,  very  expensive  to  keep  in  repair. 

"  In  addition  to  the  debt  on  General  Account,  there  was  at 
the  end  of  last  year  (1895)  a  debt  on  the  Castle  Restoration 
Fund  of  £69  lis.  9d.,  caused  by  the  absolute  necessity  of  a 
new  roof  and  incidental  repairs  to  the  'Exchequer'  or  Entrance 
Tower  referred  to  in  our  last  year's  Report.  Some  portion  of 
this  expense  might  have  been  saved  by  covering  the  roof  Avith 
slate  or  tile,  instead  of  with  lead  as  heretofore,  but  we  venture 
to  think  that  such  an  economy  would  not  have  received  the 
approval  of  the  members  generally. 

"  The  debt  on  this  Fund  noAv  stands  at  £56  4s.  lOd.,  Avliich 
will,  it  is  hoped,  be  cleared  oli'  this  year. 

"During  the  year  ending  31st  December.  1895,  the  number 
of  visitors  to  the  Museum  was  4964. 

"  The  Index  to  Collinson's  History  of  the  County  has 
made  considerable  progress  during  the  past  year,  and  the  first 
portion  is  in  type  and  the  proofs  under  revision.  The  Heraldic 
portion  of  the  Index  will  comprise  an  Ordinary,  as  well  as  an 
Alphabet,  of  Arms,  and  owing  to  the  large  number  of  Coats 
described,  but  not  identified  by  Collinson,  this  is  a  work  of 
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time,  hut/  it  Is  now  In  a  v(!ry  forwjinl  state  and  no  delay  will 
occnr  on  that  acconnt. 

"The  C'onnnittcc  have  not  lost  sight  of  the  advisability  of 
])roni()tiiig  the  preparation  of  a  New  County  History,  but  they 
venture  to  tliink  tliat  by  such  work  as  the  Index  referred  to, 
and  tlie  promotion,  so  far  as  is  in  their  poAver,  of  the  work  of 
the  Somerset  Record  Society,  they  are  doing  better  by  ren- 
dering existing  materials  available,  and  by  the  preparation  of 
additional  ones.  Moreover,  an  editor  for  such  a  Avork  is  yet 
to  be  found  ! 

"  We  have  to  report  Avith  regret  the  resignation,  in  June 
last,  of  Mr.  F.  T.  El  worthy,  who  for  six  years  has  held  the 
position  of  one  of  your  Hon.  General  Secretaries  and  has  taken 
special  charge  of  the  Editorial  department.  Mr.  Elworthy  has 
a  large  amount  of  other  literary  work  on  his  hands,  including 
the  sub-editorship  of  a  portion  of  the  well-known  New  English 
Dictionary,  and  he  felt  that  he  could  no  longer  give  the  time 
and  attention  required  for  the  work  of  this  Society.  The 
Committee  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  obtained  the 
consent  of  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Weaver,  M.A.  (Magd.  Coll.,  Oxon.), 
of  Milton  Clevedon  (whose  name  is  so  well  known  as  the  Editor 
of  the  "  Visitations  of  Somerset  and  Hereford,"  "  Somerset  In- 
cumbents," "  Wells  Wills,"  etc.,  and  as  the  Somerset  Editor 
of  "Somerset  and  Dorset  Notes  and  Queries"),  to  accept  a 
position  requiring  such  special  knowledge  ;  and  they  with  con- 
fidence ask  the  members  to  confirm  their  selection. 

"  Anxious  consideration  has  been  given  during  the  past 
year  to  the  maintenance  and  arrangement  of  the  Library,  so 
as  to  render  it  more  extensively  useful  and  generally  available 
for  the  study  of  those,  whether  members  or  not,  interested  in 
the  History  of  our  Ancient  County.  In  this  respect,  as  in 
many  others,  your  Society  is — not  alone  amongst  kindred 
Societies — seriously  hampered  from  Avant  of  funds.  We  can 
only  say  we  are  doing  our  best,  and  hope,  but  at  some  future 
indefinite  date,  to  issue  Catalogues  of  the  additions  to  the 
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Library,  notably  the  Surtees  Library,  the  Serel  MSS.,  and 
the  Brown  Collection. 

"  By  Rule  VIII  the  property  of  the  Society  shall  be  held 
in  Trust  for  the  members  by  twelve  Trustees,  who  shall  be 
chosen  from  the  members  at  any  General  Meeting.  Owing 
to  deaths  the  number  of  your  Trustees  is  now  reduced  to  one 
half  the  full  number.  Your  Committee  recommend  that  the 
vacancies  be  now  filled  up. 

"  Your  Committee  have  to  record  with  regret  the  death  of 
several  old  members  who  have  done  good  service  to  the 
Society.  Mr.  William  Bond  Paul  acted  for  many  years  as 
Local  Secretary  for  Langport,  and  although  his  great  age  pre- 
vented his  doing  so  on  the  occasion  of  our  visit  there  two 
years  ago,  he  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  Local  Committee,  and 
threw  an  amount  of  energy  into  the  work  which  could  not  have 
been  exceeded  by  much  younger  men.  Mr.  E.  Bath  was  well 
known  for  his  interest  in  the  Local  Antiquities  at  Glaston- 
bury, and  will  long  be  remembered  for  his  generous  gift  to  the 
Antiquarian  Society  of  that  town  (and  in  case  of  their  disso- 
lution to  your  Society),  of  the  very  valuable  site  of  the  British 
Village  in  Godney  Moor,  a  gift  of  the  value  of  several  hun- 
dreds of  pounds.  Judge  Hooper  was  also  an  old  and  esteemed 
member  of  your  .Society,  and  had  on  several  occasions  contri- 
buted papers  and  otherwise  shewn  his  interest  in  its  welfare. 

"  So  much  for  the  past — noAv  for  the  future.  Your  Society 
are  possessed,  in  the  Castle  of  Taunton,  of  a  property  not 
only  of  considerable  pecuniary  value  but  of  great  Historical 
importance.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  if  only  for  the  sake  of 
the  good  name  of  the  Society,  that  a  considerable — a  very 
large — sum  should  be  expended  in  the  preservation  of  the 
building  put  into  your  custody  by  the  subscriptions  of  those 
interested  in  the  County  generally  :  but  it  is  also  desirable  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  clearing  away  the  incongruous 
out-buildings  which  have  attached  themselves  in  quite  modern 
times  to  the  ancient  fabric. 
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"  In  two  years  time,  in  1898,  tlie  Society  will  have  entered 
upon  the  oOth  year  of  its  existence,  and  the  Committee  sugj^^est 
that  the  Annual  Meeting  in  that  year  should  take  place  at 
Taunton,  the  head-quarters  and  birthplace  of  the  Society, 
and  that  a  strong  and  well  organized  effort  should  be  made  on 
that  occasion  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  purpose  indicated.  It 
is  usual  to  have  a  meeting  every  year  extending  over  three 
days.  On  the  occasion  of  the  Jubilee  of  the  Society  it  may 
Avell  be  extended  over  an  entire  week,  and  include  a  Conver- 
sazione, Concert,  Ball — of  course  a  dinner,  that  does  not  need 
special  mention — as  well  as  Excursions.  And  during  a  portion 
of  the  time,  if  we  can  enlist  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  the 
Ladies,  there  should  be  a  Bazaar  on  a  large  scale  in  the 
Castle  Hall.  This  is  not  a  mere  local  Society  ;  it  belongs  to 
the  County.  Its  officers  and  members  generally  are  drawn 
from  the  whole  of  that  County,  and  if  they  will  only  give  the 
matter  their  kind  consideration  their  property  might  soon  be 
put  in  a  condition  to  do  them  and  the  County  credit. 

The  Dean  of  Wells  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
and,  after  referring  to  the  visit  of  the  Society  to  Sherborne  as 
a  sort  of  Jameson  raid  into  a  friendly  state,  said  he  regretted 
the  adverse  balance,  and  the  absence  of  their  old  friend,  Mr. 
Elworthy.  Adverting  to  the  discovery  of  the  Roman  village 
at  Godney,  near  Glastonbury,  the  Dean  said  that  the  most 
magnificent  mound  of  the  whole  village  had  been  lately  found, 
and  it  was  now  beautifully  laid  bare.  Mr.  Bulleid  had  asked 
him  to  say  that  the  whole  of  the  outer  circle  of  the  village  had 
been  investigated,  and  sixty-five  mounds  had  been  opened. 

The  Rev.  Preb.  Buller  seconded  the  resolution,  and  ex- 
pressed his  thanks  to  the  Head-master  for  so  courteously 
allowing  them  to  attend  the  School  Concert  the  previous 
evening.    The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Rev.  F.  W.  Weaver  presented  the  statement  of 
accounts,  and  thanked  the  Society  for  the  honour  it  had  done 
him  in  electing  him  one  of  the  Hon.  Gen.  Sees. 
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Account. 

The  Treasurer  in  Account  ivith  the  Sojfiersetishire  Archceological  and  Natural 
History  Society,  from  January  Ut  to  December  31st,  1895. 


1895. 

£ 

d. 

By  Members'  Entrance  Fees 

14 

14 

0 

„  Members'  Subscriptions  in  arrear 

]« 

5 

G 

,,  Members'  Subset  iptious  for  1895 

258 

If) 

0 

„  Members'  Subscriptions  in  ad- 

vance   

9 

8 

C 

,,  Excursion  (Non-Members')  Ticket? 

9 

0 

,,  Museum  Admission  Fees 

25 

14 

2 

„  Sale  of  Publications   

13 

2 

Balance   

20 

0 

8 

£361  12  0 


Cr. 

1894,  Dec.  31st 
To  Balance  of  former  Account 
,,  Expenses  attending  Annual 

Meeting,  at  Bath   

„  Stationery,  Printing,  etc. 

,,  Purchase  of  Books,  Specimens,  etc 

,,  Cases,  Fittings,  Repairs,  etc.  ... 

.,  Coal  and  Gas   

,,  Printing  and  Binding  Vol.  xl  ... 
,,  Illustrations  for  Vol.  xli 
„  Postage  on  account  of  Vol.  xli  ... 
,,  Curator's   Salary,   1  year  to 

Christmas,  1895   

,,  Errand  Boy  

,,  Subscriptions  to  Publications  of 

Societies   

„  Insurance   

,,  Rates  and  Taxes  

„  F'ostage,  Carriage,  etc  

,,  Sundries   


8.  d. 
17  2 


16 
13 
.  4 
6 
23 
132 
1 
8 

105 

9 


18  5 
17  3 
4 
7 


7 

19 

2  2 

14  6 

15  0 
0  0 

0  0 

7  0 

13  0 

5  6 


£361  12  0 


1895,  Dec.  31st. 
Balance  


20    0  8 


II.  J.  BADCOCK, 


Treasurer. 

July  24th,  I8y6.     Examined  and  compared  with  the  Vouchers  \  W.  M.  KELLY, 

and  Bank.  Book  and  found  correct.  /  J.  E.  W.  WAKEFIELD. 


Taunton  Cattle  Ke^toration  jfunti. 

Treasurer'' s  Account  from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1895. 


Receipts. 

1895.  £  s.  d. 

By  Rents  of  Premises    36  10  5 

„  Rents  of  Castle  Hall  .    20   4  0 

,,  Donation  from  "An  Old  Member 

of  the  Society  "   25    0  0 

,,  Donation  from  Mr.  Alford        ...  5   0  0 

Balance    69  11  0 


£156   6  2 


Expenditure. 
1894,  Dec.  31st. 
To  Balance  owing  to  the  Castle  Pur- 
chase Account  on  that  Account 

being  closed   

„  Repairs  and  Improvements  to 

Property   

„  New  lead  roof  to  Ex- 
chequer Towei    ...   98  10  0 
..  Sale  of  old  Lead      ...    14  16  0 


Ml*.  Buckle  for  Plans  and  Report 
on  the  Castle  Buildings 

Rates  and  Taxes  

Gas  

Castle  Hall  expenses  and  sundries 

Insurance   

Interest  on  Overdrawn  Account 
Cheque  Book   


£  s.  d. 


2  9 
16  11 


14  0 

10  0 

19  4 

13  2 

3  3 

16  6 

8  3 

2  0 

6  2 


£156 


1895,  Dec.  31st 
Balance 


11  9 


H.  J.  BADCOCK, 

Treasurer. 


July  24th,  1896,     Examined  and  compared  with  the  VoucherB')  W.  M.  KELLY, 

and  Bank  Book  and  found  correct.  j  J.  E.  W.  WAKE  FIELD. 


8 


Forty-rif/lil h  Aniuui.l  Mcfiiny. 


On  tlie  proposition  of  the  Rev.  F.  Hancock,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Charles  Tite,  the  accounts  were  adopted. 

The  Rev.  G.  E.  Smith  proposed  the  re-election  of  the 
ofhcers,  witli  the  following  additions  : — Mr.  II.  D.  Skrine  and 
Sir  Edmund  Elton  as  Vice-Presidents  ;  The  Rev.  F.  W. 
Weaver  as  one  of  the  Hon.  Gen.  Sees.  ;  The  Rev.  E.  H. 
Bates  and  Mr.  E.  Sloper  as  Local  Secretaries. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  O.  Cash,  and  carried. 

It  was  proposed  by  the  Rev.  Preb.  T.  S.  Holmes,  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  »I.  Worthington,  and  unanimously  resolved, 
that  the  following  gentlemen,  being  members  of  the  Society, 
be  elected  as  Trustees  (pursuant  to  Rule  viii)  to  supply 
vacancies  : — Henry  Hobhouse,  Esq.,  M.P.,  A.  J.  Goodford, 
Esq.,  Sir  A.  A.  Hood,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Charles  I.  Elton,  Esq., 
Q.C.,  Major  J.  F.  Chisholm  Batten,  Lieut.-Colonel  J.  R. 
Bramble,  F.S.A. 

The  Rev.  Canon  Church  proposed  that  the  Council  be 
empowered  to  select  the  place  of  meeting  and  the  President 
for  1897. 

This  was  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Penny,  and  carried. 
Forty-eight  new  members  were  elected  to  the  Society. 


Somerset  KecocD  ©ocietp* 

The  Rev.  Preb.  T.  S.  Holmes  made  a  statement  with  regard 
to  the  work  of  the  Somerset  Record  Society.  He  said  that 
the  Bruton  and  Montacute  Cartularies  had  been  issued,  and 
that  the  Register  of  Bishop  Ralph  of  Shrewsbury  was  in  a 
forward  state  (it  has  since  been  issued).  After  appealing  for 
more  support  for  the  Society,  he  stated  that  the  volume  for 
next  year  would  be  a  volume  of  early  and  very  important 
Assize  Rolls,  assorted  and  edited  by  Mr.  C.  E.  H.  Chadwick- 
Healey,  Q.C. 


T]ir  Presidrnf s  Address. 
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The  President  then  delivered  an  address,  and,  in  the  name 
of  Sherborne  and  iieighbourliood,  gave  the  Society  a  cordial 
welcome  to  the  district.  He  Avished  to  thank  Mr.  Wildman, 
the  Hon.  Local  Sec,  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken  in  the 
arrangements  for  the  meeting,  and  then  gave  an  interesting 
resume  of  the  history  of  Sherborne  Castle.  He  traced  the 
connection  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  witli  Slierburne,  and  showed 
how  liis  own  ancestors  became  possessed  of  the  manor,  and  con- 
cluded by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  Society's  visit  to  Sher- 
borne would  be  an  enjoyable  one. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Hobiiouse,  M.P.,  seconded  by 
Mr.  C.  H.  Fox,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the 
President  for  his  address. 

After  the  meeting  the  members  assembled  at  the  Digby 
Hotel  for  luncheon. 

luncfieon 

was  partaken  of  at  the  "  Digby  Plotel,"  and  afterwards 
the  members  were  conducted  over  the  School  buildino^s 
and  the  Abbey  C'lmrch  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Wildman,  one  of  the 
assistant  masters  of  Sherborne  School,  who  has  written  a  most 
valuable  book  on  the  history  of  the  town.^  It  was  originally 
intended  to  have  seen  the  church  first,  but  a  wedding  was 
going  on  there,  so  Mr.  Wildman  conducted  the  party  to  the 
school  buildings,  whicli  are  to  a  large  extent  constructed  with 
but  little  alteration  out  of  the  domestic  buildings  of  the  Bene- 
dictine Abbey  of  Sherborne.  Attention  was  called  to  three 
very  beautiful  chapels  at  the  east  end  of  the  church,  which 
in  1560  were  converted  into  a  dwelling  house  for  the  head- 
master.    The  central  chapel  is  the  Lady  Chapel  of  the 

(1)  A  Short  History  of  Sherborne,  from  705  a.d.,  by  W.  B.  Wildman,  M.A., 
Assistant  Master  in  Sherborne  School,  114  pp.,  with  Plans  of  Monastery, 
Castle  and  School.    Bennett,  Sherborne,  1896. 


Vol.  XL  1 1  (Third  Series,  Vol.  II),  Fart  1. 
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tliii-tcentli  century  ;  it  was  oi-iginally  of  three  bays,  but  only 
one  is  left.  Tlie  cliai)el  on  the  south  side  of  this  was  of  at 
least  two  if  not  tlirce  bays,  and  was  dedicated  to  Our  Lady  of 
lh)w,  i.e.  of  the  Arcli,  because  it  stood  near  the  arched  en- 
trance to  the  abbey  precincts  :  it  is  of  tlie  fifteenth  century, 
and  only  one  bay  of  it  is  left :  it  still  keeps  its  fan-vault. 
The  chapel  on  the  north  side  is  practically  gone. 

After  viewing  the  Guesten  Hall,  now  forming  the  beautiful 
library  of'  the  school,  Avith  its  interesthig  literary  treasures, 
and  the  A  bbot's  Hall,  which  now^  serves  as  the  school  chapel, 
J\Ir.  WiLDMAN  conducted  the  visitors  to 

Cf)e  afabep  CDurcl), 

of  which  an  excellent  description  is  given  in  his  book  already 
mentioned,  (ch.  iii — v).  The  only  trace  of  Aldhelm's  Saxon 
cathedral  consists  of  a  few  stones  in  the  west  wall  of  the 
church  :  the  rest  was  all  pulled  down  by  bishop  Roger  of 
Caen,  who  in  1107  became  bishop  of  Sarum  and  abbot  of 
Sherborne.  This  Norman  church  in  its  turn  gave  way  to  the 
present  building,  which  was  commenced  by  John  Bruning, 
abbot  from  1415 — 36,  and  continued  by  William  Bradford, 
abbot  from  1436—59. 

After  the  interior  of  the  church  had  been  duly  inspected 
and  admired,  Mr.  Wildman  led  his  party  to  the  west  entrance 
of  the  church,  and  pointed  out  the  site  of  the  church  of  All 
Hallows,  which  towards  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century 
was  built  on  to  the  west  end  of  the  Abbey  Church,  and  w^as 
used  by  the  Sherborne  people  as  their  parish  church.  He  gave 
a  graphic  account  of  the  quarrel  which  arose  between  the 
monks  and  the  townsfolk  about  the  narrowing  of  a  doorway 
on  the  part  of  the  former,  and  the  placing  of  a  font  in  the 
church  of  All  Hallows  on  the  part  of  the  latter.  The  monks 
sent  a  stout  butcher  to  deface  the  fontstone,  the  parishioners. 


The  Abbey  Churclu 
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headed  by  their  priest,  retaliated  by  throwing  "  a  shaft  with 
fier  "  on  to  the  the  top  of  the  Abbey  Church,  which,  owing  to 
the  restoration,  w^as  at  that  time  thatched,  and  a  serious  con- 
flagration took  place,  of  which  the  Abbey  Church  bears  signs 
to  this  very  day. 

After  spending  a  most  enjoyable  afternoon,  the  head  master, 
the  Rev.  F.  B.  Westcott,  most  kindly  received  the  Society  to 
tea  on  a  lawn,  which  is  itself  historical,  having  been  the  site  of 
the  Abbey  Fishponds  :  the  Abbey  Litten,  or  Burial  Ground, 
is  closely  contiguous,  and  is  now  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  head 
master's  house. 

There  was  dinner  at  6.30  p.m.  at  the  Digby  Hotel,  and  at 
8  p.m.  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  "  Big  Schoolroom,"  the 
President  in  the  chair,  when  the  following  papers  were  read  : 

"  Two  Barrows  on  the  Brendon  Hills,"  by  the  Rev.  F. 
Hancock  (see  Part  II). 

"  The  Family  of  De  Urtiaco,"  by  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Bates 
(see  Part  II). 

"  Notes  on  Yeovilton,"  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Hyson. 

aUennesDap,  august  5tf). 

Punctually  at  9.30  a.m.,  in  lovely  weather,  a  large  party 
started  for  Cerne  Abbas,  about  eleven  miles  distant  from 
Sherborne,  passing  Long  Burton  and  Holnest,  where  there 
stands  in  the  churchyard  (almost  overshadoAving  the  church)  the 
mausoleum  erected  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  S.  W.  Sawbridge-Erle- 
Drax,  sometime  M.P.  for  Wareham.  At  a  distance  of  seven 
miles  Middlemarsh  was  reached  :  it  is  situate  near  the  source 
of  a  branch  of  the  river  Lidden.  About  two  miles  north  of 
Cerne,  Minterne  Church  and  Minterne  House,  the  seat  of 
Lord  Digby,  were  passed,  and  then,  in  less  than  a  mile,  the 
pretty  little  village  ^of  Upcerne,  which  lies  nestling  among 
hills,  came  in  view,  and  a  drive  of  little  more  than  a  mile 
brought  the  party  to 
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Cerne  at)ba0 

wliicli  liKiy  Avcll  1)0  described  as  a  decayed  and  decaying 
village  of"  some  nine  hundred  inhabitants.  The  members  first 
viewed  the  Abbey  Barn,  on  whicli  an  interesting  paper  has 
been  written  by  Mr.  II.  J.  Moule  (see  I*rocecdi)u/s  of  the 
Dorset  Field  Cluh^  vol.  x).  The  author  comes  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  a  misnomer  to  call  these  buildings  Titlie  Burns,  and 
l)roves  pretty  conclusively  that  they  were  "  storehouses  not  of 
tithe  corn  only,  but  also  of  the  crop  itself  off'  the  home  farms 
of  the  convents." 

This  barn  is  noteworthy  for  the  beauty  of  its  masonry,  the 
entire  facing  inside  as  well  as  out  being  of  squared  flints  and 
freestone  ;  and  also  on  account  of  its  great  size,  in  consequence 
of  which  it  had  originally  two  pair  of  transeptal  wagon  en- 
trances. 

The  church  of  St.  Mary  was  next  inspected  under  the  able 
guidance  of  Mr.  Edmund  Buckle,  who  said  that  the  chancel 
walls  were  of  Early  English  date,  containing  two  blocked 
lancets,  and  that  the  nave  and  aisles  shewed  three  different 
dates  of  Perpendicular.  The  eastern  half  of  the  church  w^as  the 
oldest,  then  came  the  magnificent  tower  and  west  front  (to- 
gether with  the  insertion  of  the  east  window),  and  finally  the 
bays  connecting  these  two  parts  and  the  addition  of  the  nave 
clerestory.  At  first  there  was  no  structural  chancel,  a  pierced 
stone  screen  was  the  only  division.  But  when  the  nave  cleres- 
tory was  added  in  the  sixteenth  or  seventeenth  century,  a  solid 
wall  was  built  reaching  from  the  top  of  the  screen  to  the  roof, 
and  almost  completely  cutting  off  the  chancel — an  arrangement 
which  was  retained  until  the  insertion  of  the  present  arch 
designed  by  Sir  Grilbert  Scott.  This  screen  and  Avail  are  not 
opposite  the  pillars,  but  die  into  the  arches  of  the  arcades  in 
an  awkward  manner.  But  their  present  position  is  the  ancient 
one,  for  the  old  stone  floor  remains,  sloping  up  from  the  w^est 
end,  and  with  two  steps  at  the  chancel  entrance. 


Cernc  Abbas. 
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This  church  was  at  first  a  mere  chapel  :  there  was  never  at 
any  time  a  churchyard  attached  to  it,  but  the  parishioners 
were,  and  still  are,  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  the  Abbey 
church.  The  East  window  (date  circa  1500)  is  full  of  coats 
of  arms,  among  which  that  of  Berkeley  is  to  be  noted. 

In  the  north  aisle  of  the  church  is  the  following  inscription  : 

Here 

Lyeth  ye  body  of  Joseph 
son  of  George  and  Edeth 
Sommers  who  departed  ys  life 
January  ye       a.d.  1702 
etatis  su£e  9 
A  little  time  did  blast  my  prime 

And  brought  me  hether 
The  fairest  flower  within  an  hour 
May  fade  and  wether. 

A  curious  street  of  fifteenth-century  houses  leads  up  to  the 

site  of  the  Abbey  Gateway,  which  is  now  occupied  by  the 

"  Abbey  House,"  built  after  the  Dissolution  :  these  two-storey 

half-timbered  houses  had  stone  party  walls,  corbelled  out  in 

front  of  their  timber  faces,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  fire  from 

house  to  house. 

The  sacred  spring  (commonly  called  St.  Augustine's  Well) 
was  next  visited.  According  to  William  of  Malmesbury,  St. 
Augustine  (circa  600)  came  to  preach  to  the  pagans  of  Cerne, 
who  behaved  very  rudely  to  him,  and  having  tied  cows'  tails^ 
to  his  followers  drove  them  away  from  the  place  ;  but  having 
repented,  they  recalled  St.  Augustine,  who  came  back  and 
struck  the  rock  at  this  place,  Avhence  flowed  an  abundant 
supply  of  beautiful  water.  The  Avhole  story  seems  to  be  purely 
mythical.  The  Kev.  Prebendary  T.  S.  Holmes  has  kindly 
(at  the  Editor's  request)  supplied  the  following  "  Note." 

"  The  district,  afterwards  called  Dorset,  was  in  the  time  of 
Augustine  British  territory,  and  the  people  were  Chris- 

(1)  The  account  occurs  in  Gesta  Pontijicum  Anglorinn  (Rolls  Series)  pp.  184—6. 
Where  the  original  has  caudas  racharum  (the  Editor  of  William  of  Malmesbury 
queries  vaccaruvi).  Another  account  says  fishes'  tails  [see  Dugdale's  Mon.  11, 
621,  note  b.). 
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tiaiis.  l^tluilbci-t's  iiiHiicncc;  as  IJi'ctwalda  rniglit  liavc 
provided  a  safe  cscoi't  tliroiigli  the  lands  of  Ceowulf, 
the  West  Saxon  king,  but  not  beyond  it.  Nothing  is 
known  of  this  visit  till  five  hundred  years  after  this  date, 
and  it  is  probable  that  Aldhelm  was  the  first  English 
bishop  that  penetrated  so  far  into  this  district.  The 
book  of  Cerne,  however,  points  to  Celtic  Christianity  as 
existing  here  before  the  time  of  the  first  bishop  of  Sher- 
boi-ne." 

Tlie  spring  is  surrounded  by  high  and  thick  walls  of  masonry, 
and  Mr.  Buckle  said  that  there  was  probably  at  one  time 
a  chapel  over  the  well  :  he  called  the  members'  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  a  celebrated  Wishing  Well,  into  which 
no  pin  need  be  dropped,  and  no  doubt  some  of  them  availed 
themselves  of  the  unique  opportunity.  This  spring  forms  the 
water  supply  of  the  village,  and  though  situate  in  the  church- 
yard is  said  to  yield  a  perfectly  pure  water. 

Before  reaching  the  scanty  remains  of  the  Abbey,  Mr. 
Buckle  called  attention  to  some  very  mysterious  mounds 
w^hich  occupy  a  field  named  Beauvoir,  adjoining  the  spot 
w^here  formerly  stood  the  Abbey  Church.  These  include  three 
large  rounded  knolls  :  they  cannot  be  terraces  for  a  garden  ; 
but  far  more  probably  have  an  origin  similar  to  that  of  the 
famous 

Cerne  ®\mt 

a  portentous  object  overlooking  the  village,  Avhich  some  have 
thought  due  to  Phoenician  influence,  representing  Baal,  or 
Hercules,  or  the  Sun,  the  source  and  origin  of  all  things  ;  at 
any  rate  all  agree  that  it  is  of  very  great  antiquity. 

Cerne  afaber" 

was  founded,  according  to  William  of  Malmesbury,  by  St. 
Augustine  in  the  sixth  century,  but  the  earliest  certain  appear- 

*  See  Dugdale's  Monasticon  II,  621—30. 
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ance  of  any  religious  foundation  here  occurs  about  a.d.  870, 
when  Edwold,  brother  of  St.  Edmund  the  Martyr,  retired 
from  the  workl  and  led  a  hermit's  life  near  the  celebrated 
spring  which  has  been  already  mentioned.  He  died  in  871  ind 
was  interred  in  Cerne  Abbey,  and  was  held  in  veneration  for 
his  sanctity  and  the  miracles  wrought  at  his  tomb. 

The  following  seems  to  have  been  the  arrangement  of  the 
Abbey  buildings.  The  great  gateway  occupied  the  site  of  the 
present  house,  and  gave  access  to  a  long  and  narrow  courtyard 
with  another  gate  at  the  far  end.  On  the  right  stood  a  four- 
teenth-century house,  and  beyond  that  the  later  Abbot's  house, 
while  a  passage  between  these  two  led  into  the  cloister  court. 
Further  on  were  farm  buildings  on  both  sides  of  the  outer 
court,  and  on  the  right  hand  side  a  fish  pond,  supplied  by  a 
conduit  from  the  river  at  Minterne.  On  the  left  hand  side  of 
the  entrance,  foundations  of  other  buildings  still  remain,  as  well 
as  the  enclosing  wall  which  follows  the  course  of  the  river  to 
the  ancient  bridge  near  the  back  entrance  to  this  outer  court- 
yard. The  cloister  court  stood  further  east  in  the  field  just 
north  of  the  churchyard.  The  church  was  partly  in  this  field, 
partly  in  the  cluu'chyard,  where  many  fragments  of  tile  floors 
have  been  foimd  some  five  feet  below  the  present  surface,  and 
the  conventual  buildings  lay  on  its  north  side,  in  that  part  of 
the  field  which  appears  to  have  been  artificially  levelled. 

There  are  two  portions  of  the  Monastery  still  standing  : 
that  first  visited,  consisted,  Mr.  Buckle  said,  of  a  building  of  a 
purely  domestic  character  of  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
containing  on  the  upper  floor  a  hall  26  ft.  by  17  ft.  6  in., 
with  a  chamber  beyond,  and  was  probably  the  Abbot's  house 
before  the  building  of  the  second  more  ornate  one.  It  was, 
however,  altered  in  the  following  century  by  the  insertion  of 
some  windows  and  a  fine  chimney  piece  (now  in  the  Abbey 
House)  bearing  the  monogram  I  V  under  a  doctor's  cap,  which 
is  assigned  to  John  Yanne,  who  was  abbot  from  1458  to  1470. 

The  beautiful  entrance  to  the  later  Abbot's  Lodging,  of 
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whicli  iiii  illiistrat-loii  is  <>lv(!ii  \\\  this  volume,  and  which  rc- 
luiiids  one  ol'  tliat  jit  Foi'd  Al)h(!y,  is  undoubtedly  tlie  work  of 
Thomas,  wlio  was  abbot  in  1508  and  whose  rebus,  consisting 
of  a  a  fisli,  and  a  crosier,  is  still  to  be  seen  among  the  arms 
on  tlie  front  of  the  building. 

This  fragment  is  undoubtedly  the  por(di  of  tlie  Abbot's 
Hall.  The  lowest  storey  has  a  fan  vault,  and  over  this  are 
two  rooms  with  bay  windows  forming  a  sort  of  tower.  At  the 
back  may  be  seen  what  remains  of  the  Hall  itself:  the  plain 
dado  indicates  the  height  to  which  the  panelling  was  carried, 
and  above  that  are  corbelled  out  the  wall  shafts  from  which 
sprang  the  great  oak  roof. 

In  one  of  the  upper  rooms  some  floor  tiles  have  been  col- 
lected bearing  the  arms  of  England  ;  England  a  bend  sinister ; 
Clare  ;  and  also  the  following  coats —  Vair.  Barry  of  8.  A 
fret.    Quarterly.    2nd  Quarter  a  lion  ramp,  [rest  gone]. 

Among  other  arms  on  the  front  of  this  building  may  be 
mentioned  those  of  the  founder,  Ailmer,  Earl  of  Cornwall;  the 
Royal  Arms,  Daubeney,  Cerne  Abbey  {a  cross  [sometimes 
engrailed^  between  four  lilies)  and  Fitzjames. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Fry  has  kindly  contributed  the  following  account 

of 

Cftomas  S)am,  tfte  unknoton  abbot  of  Cerne. 

In  the  list  of  abbots  of  the  Monastery  of  Cerne,  given  by 
Hutchins  in  his  History  of  Dorset^  vol.  iv,  p.  23  (third 
edition),  the  name  of  the  last  but  two  of  them  is  left  blank, 
only  his  christian  name,  Thomas,  being  known.  Hutchins 
surmised  that  his  name  might  be  Salmon,  from  the  fact  that 
one  of  the  escutcheons  on  the  gateway  still  remaining  '  is  in- 
scribed with  a  text  inclosing  a  crosier  and  fish  (probably  the 
rebus  of  the  abbot  by  whom  the  building  was  erected).' 

It  was  only  by  making  a  search  among  the  Patent  Rolls 
at  the  Public  Record  Office  in  London,  that  the  difficulty  has 
been  cleared  up. 


Thomas  Sam^  ilio  iinknoum  Ahhot  of  Ccriir. 
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From  these  documents  it  appears  that  on  4  July,  12  Henry 
VII  (1497),  license  was  given  to  the  prior  of  Cerne  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  new  abhot,  as  Koger  (Bemyster), 
formerly  abbot  there,  had  died. 

The  next  document  is  the  Patent  for  the  restitution  of 
temporalities  to  the  Abbey,  and  is  dated  19  August  of  the 
same  year,  and  from  it  we  learn  that  abbot  Roger  Bemyster 
having  died  a  natural  death,  a  new  abbot,  Thomas  Sam  by 
name,  had  been  elected,  and  that  tlie  tem])oralities  which  had 
lapsed  to  John,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  as  bishop  of  the  diocese, 
were  ordered  to  be  restored  to  the  new  abbot. 

Further  information  as  to  date  of  death  of  an  abbot  is 
sometimes  to  be  gleaned  from  the  Privy  seals,  but  in  this 
instance  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  found  in  them  than  what 
is  on  the  Patent  Roll. 

The  next  record  we  have  of  abbot  Thomas  Sam  is  that  of 
his  death,  which  took  place  on  3  December,  1  Henry  VIII, 
1509,  upon  which  Robert  Westberye  was  elected  abbot.  This 
information  is  to  be  found  in  the  Letters  and  Papers,  Foreign 
and  Domestic,  Henry  VIII,  documents  nos.  769,  822  and  1200, 
which  are  abstracts  from  the  Patent  Rolls  and  Privy  Seals  for 
that  year. 

From  the  above  evidence  it  would  appear  that  Hutchins 
is  in  error  in  stating  that  Roger  Bemyster  was  summoned  to 
Convocation  in  1503  :  this  must  refer  to  Thomas  Sam. 

The  name  Sam  is  not  unknown  in  the  West,  for  we  find 
Lawrence  Sam'  and  Agnes  his  wife,  of  Ashill,  Somerset,  in- 
cluded in  a  Recusant  Roll  circa  1591.^ 

The  family  of  Sams  of  Langford,  co.  Essex,  bore :  Gu.  two 
salmons  in  pale  ar.  finned  or  (Burke). 


Luncheon  was  served  in  the  New  Inn,  the  fruit  and  flowers 
being  most  kindly  provided  by  Lord  Digby. 

(1)  See  Somerset  and  Dorset  Notes  and  Queries.    Vol.  V.,  Part  xxxv,  p.  112. 

Vol.  XL  J I  (Third  Series,  Vol.  I  J),  Fart  J.  c 
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After  lunelieoM  tlic  members  drove  to 

TBucblanD  iSetoton, 

where  tliey  were  hospitably  received  by  the  vicar,  the  Rev. 
Canon  Raveniiill,  who  gave  an  interesting  description  of  the 
church,  wliicli,  according  to  Bacon's  Liber  Regis,  is  dedicated 
to  The  Holy  Rood.  He  said  that  the  church  Avas  restored  in 
1878.  The  family  of  the  Ven.  William  Gunning,  archdeacon 
of  Bath  (1852 — 60),  and  vicar  of  this  place,  put  in  three 
windows  to  his  memory,  which  represent  St.  Peter,  St.  Paul, 
and  St.  Andrew,  and  thus  show  the  vicar's  coimection  with 
Bath  and  with  Wells.  There  are  also  monuments  to  the  Foy 
and  Barnes  families. 

The  manor  and  advowson  of  Buckland  Newton  belonged 
originally  to  the  abbey  of  Glastonbury,  but  were  ceded  by 
that  house  to  Jocelin,  bishop  of  Bath,  as  the  price  of  its  inde- 
pendence of  his  rule,  and  were  subsequently  ceded  by  the  bishop 
to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Wells.  Mr.  Buckle  said  that  the 
walls  of  the  fine  Early  English  chancel  had  been  raised  in  the 
fifteenth  century,  and  a  flat  roof  added,  but  that  two  of  the 
roof  corbels  on  the  north  side  belonged  to  the  earlier  period, 
while  those  opposite  were  clumsy  copies  of  the  later  date.  The 
chancel  arch  was  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  the  west  window 
and  tower  arch  were  early  Perpendicular.  The  nave  and 
aisles  seemed  to  have  been  entirely  rebuilt  in  the  fifteenth 
century. 

There  is  a  curious  monument  bearing  the  arms  Or  3  leaves 
vt.  between  two  chains  in  bend  az.,  and  it  has  (which  is  rare)  a 
Greek  motto,  a-ih-qpov  St^XOov,  "  I  have  passed  through  iron," 
(cf.  Fs.  cv,  18).  The  crest  is  a  demi-figure,  nude  ppr.,  holding 
a  chain.  It  expresses  the  great  grief  ait  the  loss  of  his  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Selleck,  vicar  of  Buckland  Newton,  1679 
— 1690  ;  he  was  also  prebendary  of  Wells.  Hutchins  gives 
the  inscription  on  the  monument,  which  has  now  entirely 
perished. 


Buckland  Neioton. 
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H.S.E. 

Anna  Selleck,  uxor  Nathanaelis  Selleck,  A.M..  ecclesias 
Cathedralis  Wellens.  prsebendarii,  et  hujus  ecclesiae 
vicarii,  quondam  relicta  venerabilis  viri  Henrici  Dean, 
LL.D.,  Dioceseos  Bathon.  et  Wellen.  Cancellarii ;  orta 
patre  Gulielmo  Peirs,  S.T.P.,  archidiac.  Taunton,  avo 
reverendo  in  Christo  patre  Gulielmo  nuper  Bathon.  et 
Wellen,  episcopo.  Obiit  idibus  Maii,  Anno  Domini, 
1680,  Magnum  sui  desiderium  relinquens  Nathanaeli 
Selleck,  superstiti  marito,  qui  conjugi  charissimae  monu- 
mentum  hoc  moerens  ac  pie  posuit. 

After  a  refreshing  tea  on  the  Vicarage  Lawn,  the  members 
were  conducted  by  Mr.  Ravenhill  through  the  grounds  of 
Castle  Hill  (where  they  were  kindly  received  by  Mrs. 
Holford)  to  the  camp  on  Dungeon  Hill,  w4iere  he  read  a  paper 
by  Mr.  Cunnington,  the  well-known  expert,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  shortened  account — 

"  This  camp  is  about  twelve  miles  north  of  Dorchester. 
On  a  visit  of  the  Dorset  Field  Club  in  July,  1878,  two  pieces 
of  a  Roman  quern  were  found  in  one  of  the  valla.  In  making 
small  researches  in  1881  in  the  vallum,  three  pieces  of  Roman 
pottery  were  discovered  :  one  the  base  of  a  small  well-made 
drinking  cup  with  fluted  sides,  of  the  Fordingbridge  or  New 
Forest  pottery,  the  other  of  black  and  fin»e  red  ware  

"  The  shape  of  this  camp  is  oval  with  one  ditch :  the  vallum 
raised  from  the  outside,  above  the  level  of  the  camp  itself.  Its 
situation  is  most  imposing,  commanding  the  whole  of  the 
Blackmore  valley,  and,  as  a  militarj'  position,  one  of  immense 
strength  and  importance,  its  main  features  closely  coinciding 
with  those  noticeable  at  Maiden  Castle,  and  again  with  Cad- 
bury  Castle.  It  has  not  perhaps  been  noticed  that  Maiden 
Castle,  Dungeon  Castle,  and  Cadbury  Castle  are  almost  equi- 
distant— about  fourteen  miles  apart — in  a  straight  line  from 
south  to  north,  in  fact 'in  as  straight  a  line  as  could  be  had 
with  due  care  for  their  physical  and  strategical  requirements, 
each  in  high  position,  commanding  a  vast  area  to  the  north, 
east,  and  west,  the  consecutive  work  of  the  same  people  for  th(! 
same  end  or  purpose." 
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laootton  (SlantJille 

was  the  next  place  visited.  Mr.  Buckle  described  the  church 
which,  according  to  the  JJ.her  Regis^  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary, 
lie  said  that  the  most  noticeable  thing  here  was  a  beautiful 
Chantry  Chapel  of  the  Decorated  Period,  supposed  to  be 
founded  circa  18  Edward  111,  by  Sibilla  de  Glanvill,  in 
memory  of  her  husband,  whose  effigy  it  probably  is,  which 
occupies  a  fine  niche.  There  is  a  magnificent  squint  from  this 
chapel  to  the  chancel  :  the  chapel  contains  an  altar  slab 
of  Purbeck  marble.  There  are  also  some  fine  ancient  tiles, 
with  arms  of  the  Paulet,  Beaucliamp,  and  Clare  families,  those 
of  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  also  a  set  of  two  tiles  (which 
often  occur)  depicting  a  stag  hunt.  There  is  a  pre-Reforma- 
tion  "  Ave  Maria  "  bell,  and  also  one  which  has  been  re-cast, 
but  which  still  bears  the  inscription  : 

' '  Sunt  mea  spes  hii  tres 
Jesus,  Maria,  Johannes." 

The  members  reached  Sherborne  about  seven  o'clock,  after 
spending  a  most  enjoyable  day. 

Cf)ur0tiap,  augu0t  6tl), 

Again,  with  that  commendable  punctuality  Avhich  is  always 
sliOAvn  by  Lt.-Col.  Bkamble,  who  so  ably  presides  over  the 
excursions,  the  party  started  exactly  at  9.30  a.m.  for  Poynting- 
ton,  a  small  village  distant  about  two  miles  from  Sherborne. 
Mr.  Buckle  described  the  church,  which  is  undergoing 
restoration.  He  drew  attention  to  the  Saxon  font,  with  its 
cable  moulding,  and  to  a  simple  Norman  doorway  on  the  north 
side  of  the  church,  with  two  pretty  capitals  :  he  also  pointed 
out  that  there  was  evidence  that  the  church  was  destroyed  by 
fire  at  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century.  Thus  the  church 
was  entirely  rebuilt  in  the  Decorated  style— a  comparatively 
rare  thing  in  Somerset ;  but  it  was  much  altered  at  a  later 
date.    The  gabled  roof  was  taken  off  the  aisle  and  a  lead  flat 


Poyntinyton  Church. 
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substituted  ;  the  outer  wall  was  thus  lowered,  and  flat  heads 
had  to  be  given  to  what  were  originally  pointed  windows.  A 
wagon-shaped  roof  was  also  placed  over  the  nave  in  such 
awkward  fashion  that  it  hides  a  great  part  of  the  elegant  tower 
arch.  Both  floor  and  roof  follow  the  slope  of  the  hill,  being 
higher  at  the  west  end.  Under  the  easternmost  arch  of  the 
arcade  there  is  a  very  fine  monumental  recumbent  figure  of  a 
knight  in  armour,  of  which  Lt.-Col.  Bramble,  F.S.A.,  Hon. 
Gen.  Sec,  gave  the  following  interesting  description  : 

"  The  recumbent  efiigy  on  the  south  side  of  the  east  end  of 
the  nave  is  in  the  armour  known  as  of  the  '  Camail  '  period. 
On  the  head  was  the  pointed  Bascinet  to  which  was  attached 
the  tippet  of  mail,  from  which  the  term  '  camail '  or  '  capmail  ' 
was  derived,  protecting  the  neck.  The  body  armour  was 
covered  by  the  *jupon,'  a  garment  of  velvet,  silk,  cloth,  or 
other  fabric,  which  was  frequently,  but  not  in  this  instance, 
embroidered  with  the  owner's  arms — his  '  coat  of  arms.'  A 
rich  belt,  used  to  support  the  sword  and  dagger  on  opposite 
sides,  crossed  the  hips  horizontally.  This  belt  was  ornamented 
with  plates  of  metal,  and  frequently  jewelled.  The  legs  and 
feet  and  the  arms  were  covered  with  plate  armour.  The  head 
rested  upon  the  large  outer  helmet,  known  as  the  tilting  helmet. 

"  Attention  was  directed  to  the  fact  that  the  cord  by  which 
the  camail  was  attached  to  the  edge  of  the  bascinet  was  plainly 
visible  :  in  late  instances  this  was  completely  covered.  From 
this  circumstance,  and  the  plain  engrailed  edge  of  the  jupon  — 
in  late  instances  this  was  cut  into  a  strawberry  leaf  or  other 
ornamental  pattern — he  considered  the  date  to  be,  very 
approximately,  1380." 

Mr.  ,IoHN  Batten  read  a  Paper  on  the  Descent  of  the 
Manor  of  Poyntington  (see  Part  II). 

Adjoining  the  churchyard  is  a  fragment  of  a  fourteenth 
century  manor  house,  and  lower  down  in  the  village  the  manor 
house  of  the  fifteenth  century,  which  was  kindly  shown  by 
Mrs.  Hole.    Here  is  an  enclosed  courtyard,  and  a  fine  stone 
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stair  wltli  paiuillcd  arches  and  a  stoup  at  top,  but  the  original 
plan  of  the  house;  is  difficult  to  recover. 

Cbarlton  It)oretf)orne 

was  next  visited.  Mr.  Buckle  gave  a  description  of  the 
cliurch,  ])art  of  whicli  he  said  was  Early  English,  but  in  the 
main  Decorated.  The  early  chancel  had  been  raised  and 
lengthened  in  the  Perpendicular  period  :  the  south  aisle  con- 
tained very  early  examples  of  tracery.  The  north  aisle  had 
been  rebuilt  in  the  Decorated  period.  The  chancel  arch  of 
the  same  period  was  very  plain,  the  capitals  had  scroll  mould- 
ings. On  the  north  side  the  arcade  had  ball-flower  ornaments. 
In  the  north  aisle  there  were  two  spaces  for  monuments  and 
two  very  handsome  niches  for  statues.  These  niches  were 
later  than  the  rest  of  the  building  :  on  one  of  them  there  were 
some  interesting   corbel   heads  with  peculiar  head-dresses. 

Lt.-C'ol.  Bramble,  F.S.A.,  Hon.  Gen.  Sec,  said  : 

"  The  easternmost  of  these  heads  Avore  a  head-dress  having 
a  conspicuous  "  liripipe,"  a  long  strip  of  cloth,  the  right  to 
Avear,  and  the  length  of,  which  depended  on  the  rank  and  posi- 
tion of  the  wearer.  They  were  worn  both  by  males  and 
females,  sometimes  hanging  loosely  behind,  sometimes  passed 
round  the  neck.  The  cap  was  also  represented  as  placed  on 
the  shoulder  with  the  liripipe  depending  from  it.  They  still 
appeared  in  the  livery  caps  of  the  City  Companies,  and  very 
plainly,  attached  to  the  hoods  of  Cambridge  and  Dublin 
graduates  ;  and  also  in  the  very  diminutive  hoods  sewn  behind 
the  left  shoulder  of  the  robe  of  a  barrister-at-law\  The  long- 
strip  of  crape  attached  to  the  back  of  a  widow's  bonnet  is  an 
instance  of  a  modern  revival  of  an  ancient  custom." 

In  the  recess  in  the  south  aisle  was  a  slab  with  an  ornamen- 
tal cross  upon  it :  it  was  not,  hoAvever,  in  situ. 

iMr.  Buckle  drew  attention  also  to  the  early  Perpendicular 
tower,  and  to  the  bell-cot  at  the  west  end  of  the  north  aisle. 


Slicrbornr  Castle, 
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In  the  tower  were  several  noticeable  things  :  an  early  font 
(probably  Saxon)  and  a  stone  two  feet  high  which  has  served 
as  a  pillar  stonp.  It  was  originally  circular  with  wreaths 
round,  and  perhaps  Roman.  There  was  some  fine  plate  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  and  some  good  Jacobean  chairs  in  the 
chancel  :  also  an  old  bible  with  curious  engravings.  The 
church  is  dedicated  to  vSt.  Peter,  to  whom  there  is  a  modern 
statue  on  the  west  front  of  the  tower,  but  the  niche  is  the 
original  one. 

Mr.  Bucklp:  remarked  that  it  might  interest  the  Natural 
History  section  of  the  Society  to  hear  that  the  kennels  of  the 
Blackmore  Vale  Foxhounds  were  situated  in  the  parish. 

The  return  journey  to  Sherborne  was  made  by  way  of 
Milborne  Port,  and  a  lovely  drive  through  the  park  brought 
the  party  to 

^bertjorne  Castle, 

the  seat  of  the  President,  where  he  entertained  the  Society  to 
a  sumptuous  luncheon  ;  after  which  the  Dean  of  Wells,  in  a 
few  well-chosen  words,  thanked  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Digby  for  their 
kindness  and  hospitality.  The  President  invited  the  members 
of  the  Society  tp  a  Garden  Party,  which  Mrs.  Digby  was 
giving  the  same  afternoon,  he  then  conducted  them  through 
the  Castle,  pointing  out  the  various  interesting  and  historical 
portraits  of  his  ancestors,  and  also  one  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
sometime  owner  of  the  manor. ^ 
(2)  See  A  Short  History  of  Sherborne,  pp.  95 — 8. 
Mr.  WiLDMAN  then  gave  an  interesting  description  of  the 

©ID  Castle, 

in  which  he  closely  followed  the  account  given  in  our  Pro- 
ceedings by  Mr.  G.  T.  Clark  (see  Vol.  xx).  One  new  point, 
however,  was  made,  for  he  was  able  to  show  from  an  old  print 
(not  accessible  in  1874)  that  the  keep  and  buildings  adjoining 
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were  f]^rouj)C(l  so  as  to  form  ii  quadrangles,  in  fact  formed  an 
Inner  Ward. 

After  the  Old  Castle  had  been  described,  votes  of  thanks 
were  heartily  given  to  the  President,  Lt.-Col.  Bramble,  F.S.A., 
Hon.  Gen.  vSec,  Mr.  P>uckle,  Mr.  W.  I>.  Wiklman,  the  Local 
Committee  (together  with  those  who  had  extended  hospitality 
to  the  members  of  the  Society  and  had  thrown  open  Churches 
and  Houses  for  their  inspection),  and  Mr.  Bidgood  :  and  thus 
a  most  pleasant  meeting  was  brought  to  a  successful  close. 


aDDitions  to  t\)z  ©ocietp'0  eiguseum  anti  Lifirarp. 


During  tJie  Year  1896. 


THE  MUSEUM. 

Bristol  Tokens— Shilling  Dollar  Silver,  3  dwt.,  W.  Shepp- 
ard,  Exchange  (sixpence),  R.  Tripp  &  Co.  (sixpence).  Patent 
Sheathing  Nail  Manufactory  (halfpenny),  Earl  Howe,  George 
Prince  of  Wales,  Fredk.  Duke  of  York,  Hull  and  Leeds  half- 
pennies, payable  in  Bristol. — Purchased. 

Photographs  of  the  exterior  and  interior  of  Compton  Martin 
Church,  and  of  the  remains  of  the  Bishop's  Palace  at  Chew 
Magna. — From  Mr.  F.  A.  Wood. 

Tokens  of  John  Bush,  Bath  ;  W.  Goodridge,  Bridgwater  ; 
Bruton  Town  Piece  ;  Jeffrey  Grove,  Christopher  Cooke,  T. 
Lovedell,  G.  Treagle,  and  John  Tubb,  of  Taunton  ;  C.  Allem- 
bridge,  and  N.  Carye,  of  Yeovil. 

Inn  Check,  J.  Stay,  Trooper  Inn,  Wincanton,  1846. — -From 
Rev.  E.  H.  Bates. 

Thirteen  specimens  of  coal  fossils  ;  Tail  of  a  Yak,  mounted 
as  a  fly-wisk. — From  Mr.  Tite. 

Egyptian  greenstone  bowl,  and  old  Watchman's  rattle. — 
From  Mr.  W.  de  C.  Prideaux. 

Broadside,  "  Bridgwater  Diversions,"  1788, — From  Mrs. 

LOVIBOND. 

A  collection  of  Geological  specimens,  containing  representa- 
tives from  most  of  the  formations,  from  Gravel  to  Silurian,  in 
a  glass  case. — From  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Tomkins. 

Two  Boxes  o<f  fossils. — From  Col.  Helyar. 
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Token  of  Wm.  Exon,  of  Stogussey  1664. — From  Mr. 
Fredk.  Jones. 

A  small  collection  of  Cornish  Minerals.  —  From  Mr. 
Jervoise. 

Ma])  of  Stanton  Drew,  an  original  siu'vey  by  P.  Crocker, 
1817. 

Map  of  24  miles  round  Bath,  18th  cent. 
Plan  of  the  city  of  Bath,  by  B.  Donne,  18th  cent. 
Wivel'iscombe  Penny  Token. — From  Mr.  F.  S.  Pearcey. 
Portrait  of  Sydney  Smith. — From  Mr.  S.  J.  Reid. 
Fossil  fern  from  the  lias  at  Pitney. — From  the  Rev.  S.  O. 
Baker. 

Saxon  Comb  found  near  Winchester. — From  the  Rev.  R. 
St.  J.  Gresley. 


THE  LIBRARY. 

Some  Account  of  the  Inscribed  Stones  of  Glamorganshire. — 
From  the  Author,  Mr.  Thomas  Henry  Thomas. 

Colman's  Practical  Discourses  upon  the  Parable  of  the  Ten 
Virgins,  1707;  Warner's  Sermons,  2  vols.,  Bath,  1817  ;  Per- 
ranzabuloe,  the  lost  Church  found,  1839  ;  Letters  and  Papers  on 
Agriculture,  vol.  iv,  Bath,  1788  ;  Quesnel's  Four  Gospels,  vol. 
ii,  Bath,  1790  ;  Wait's  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament,  2 
vols.,  1827  ;  Paige's  Perseverance  of  the  Saints,  Castle  Cary, 
1834;  Marriott's  Second  Course  of  Practical  Sermons,  1819; 
Crook's  Divine  Characters,  1658  ;  Denison's  Remarks  upon  the 
Dictum  of  the  Pro-Diocesan  Court  at  Bath,  1858  ;  Charge  of 
the  Archdeacon  of  Taunton,  1857  ;  The  Defence  of  the  Arch- 
deacon of  Taunton,  1856;  Bennett's  Plea  for  Toleration  in  the 
Church  of  England]  Bennett's  Examination  of  Archdeacon 
Denisons  Propositions  of  Faith  ;  Bennett's  Distinction  between 
Baptismal  and  Spiritual  Regeneration ;  Bennett's  Defence  of 
the  Catholic  Faith;  Bishop  Hervexf s  Charge,  1873;  Acland's 
Farming  of  Somersetshire,  1851;  Ward's  Poetry,  Bath,  1807; 
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Benedix's  Three  Bachelors^  Chard,  1862  ;  Cheltenham  Guide 
and  original  Bath  Guide,  1811  ;  Passmore's  Course  of  Simple 
Geography,  1838;  Psalms  and  Anthems,  sung  in  Wiveliscombe 
Church,  1831  ;  Watts's  Catechisms,  Taunton,  1806. 

Leicester  Loiter ary  and  Philosophical  Society,  vol.  iv,  pts.  2, 
3,  4,  5,  6. 

Rambles  about  Bath;  The  Bath  Stage;  The  Bath  Thermal 
Waters ;  Post  Office  Directory  Map  of  Bath ;  Post  Office 
Directory  Map  of  the  country  round  Bath ;  The  original  Bath 
Guide ;  Aiicient  Landmarks  of  Bath ;  Guide  to  the  Roman 
Baths  of  Bath  ;  Popular  Guide  to  the  use  of  the  Bath  Waters  ; 
Handy  Guide  to  the  Fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bath. — 
From  Mr.  Wm.  Lewis. 

The  Castle  Cary  Visitor,  nos.  1  to  12,  1896  ;  A  list  of  the 
Butterflies  and  Moths  found  near  Castle  Cary,  1871  to  1895. — 
From  Mr.  Macmillan. 

Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  of  EdinbiirgJi,  vol.  xvi,  pp. 
129  to  846  ;  vols,  xvii,  xviii,  xix,  xx  (3  nos.) — From  Mr. 
Chisholm-Batten. 

The  Christian  Directory,  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Parsons,  (born 
at  Nether  Stowey,  1546)  ;  Madox's  Historical  Essay  concerning 
the  Cities,  Towns  and  Boroughs  of  England,  1 742  ;  Glimpses  of 
the  West— From  Mr.  Tite. 

Sixth  and  Seventh  Annual  Reports  of  the  Wincanton  Field 
Club,  1894-5. — From  Mr.  Sweetman. 

Catalogue  of  Fossil  Fishes,  pt.  iii  ;  Catalogue  of  Wealden 
Plants,  pt.  ii  ;  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Rocks  ;  Catalogue  oj 
Fossil  Bryozoa. — From  the  British  Museum. 

Daily  Weather  Reports,  1895-6. — From  Dr.  PiiiOR. 
The  Ancient  remains  of  Stanton  Drew. — From  the  Author,  iNIr. 
C.  W.  Dymond. 

Tlie  Poioers  of  Nature,  v.  the  Manufactured  Potential  Agents. 
— From  the  Author,  Mr.  J.  W.  Chalk. 

In  search  of  Gravestones,  old  and  curious. — From  Mr.  Adlam. 


28  Forty -v'u I  hill  Annual  Mcetinfj. 

Year  Booh  of  ilie  Depdrtniriit  of  Afjrirulture^  United  States, 
1894  ;  Annual  Hcpori  of  ike  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
1895;  liejwrt  of  ike  Governor  of  Arizona,  1895. — From  Mr. 
E.  T.  Getchell. 

Antiquarian  Essays,  contributed  to  the  "  Saturday  lie  view  " 
by  John  Taylor,  with  a  memoir  by  William  George. — From 
the  Publisher,  Mr.  W.  C.  Hemmons. 

Tkirtcentk  Report  of  ike  Public  Museum,  Milwaukee. 

Yorkshire  Philosophical  Society  :  Annual  Report,  for  1895. 

English  Dialect  Dictionary,  1896 — Biblioyrajjhy . — From 
Professor  Wright. 

Wiclifs  Latin  Works. — De  Logica,  2  vols. 

Almanack,  1616. — From  Mr.  Turner. 

Notes  respecting  Grove  Place,  Nursling,  and  the  Manor  of 
Southwells. — From  Mr.  Greenfield. 

First,  second  and  third  Annual  Reports  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agriculture,  Labour  and  Industry  of  Montana  ;  Montana,  the 
Treasure  State,  its  Resources  and,  Productions. — From  the 
State  Government. 

Bulletin  of  the  Chicago  Academy  of  Sciences ;  Preliminary 
Outline  of  a  Neio  Classification  of  the  Family  Muricidce. — 
From  the  Academy. 

Report  of  the  Governor  of  New  Mexico,  1895. — From  the 
Governor. 

Repoi't  of  the  Oregon  WorkVs  Fair  Commission,  1895;  The 
Resources  of  Eastern  and  of  Southern  Oregon  ;  Report  of  the 
Senate  on  Mines  and  Mining. — From  the  State  Government. 

Mines  and  Minerals  of  Washington,  First  and  Second 
Reports. — From  the  State  Government. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Territorial  Geologist  to  the  Governor  of 
Wyoming,  IS90;  Laivs  relating  to  arid  lands;  PVyoming^s 
Resources',  Raivlins,  the  mining  centre  of  Wyoming;  Second 
Biennial  Report  of  ilie  State  Engineer. — From  the  State 
Government. 

Nevada  and  Iter  Resources. — From  the  State  Government. 
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County  Records  of  the  Surnames  of  Francus,  Fra.nceis, 
French,  1100  to  1350.— From  Mr.  A.  D.  Weld  French. 

Whitakers  Almanacks  for  the  years  1880-88,  1890-91-94.— 
From  Mr.  Hammett. 

A  Memoir  of  Mnchclney  Abbey,  interleaved  with  additional 
Notes  and  Photographs. — From  the  Rev.  S.  O.  Baker. 

Devonsliire  Wills,  by  Worthy. — From  Mr.  Broadmead. 

Index  Bibliographique  de  la  Faciilte  des  Sciences. — Universitc 
de  Lausanne. 

Webb's  History  of  Taunton  ;  The  Picture:  a  novel,  by 
Minifie,  3  vols.,  1766;  Alfred  the  Great  in  Athelnay ;  Sainfs 
Pocket Book,hj  Joseph  Alleine,  1832  ;  Guide  to  the  Roman  Baths 
of  Bath  ;  Cuzner's  Handbook  to  Frome  Selwood;  Temj)erance 
Work  in  Somerset ;  Guide  to  the  Blackmore  Museum,  Salisbury  ; 
Catalogue  of  the  Salisbury  and  South  Wilts  Museum;  Catalogue 
of  the  Library  of  the  Salisbu.ry  and  South  Wilts  Museum ; 
Annual  Report  of  tlie  Salisbu.ry  and  South  Wilts  and  Blackmore 
Museums,  1895-96.— Mr,  Tite. 

Calepini  Dictionaruni  OctolingucB,  2  vols.,  1609  ;  l  ossii 
Etymologicon  Linguce.  I^atinxB,  1662. — From  Mr.  Maynard. 

Register  of  Persons  entitled  to  vote  for  the  Borough  of 
Taunton,  7  vols.,  1890—1896. 

Bridgwater  in  the  Olden  Time. — From  the  Rev.  F.  W. 
Weaver. 


Received  from  Societies  in  Correspondence,  for  the  Lxchangc  of 
Publications. 

Royal  Archieological  Institute — ArchcEological  Journal,  nos. 

208,  209,  210,  211. 
British  Archi^ological  Association — Journal,  new  series,  vol.  i, 

pt.  4  ;  vol.  ii,  pts.  1,  2,  3. 
British  Association — Report,  1895. 

Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London — Proceedings,  vol.  xv.,  nos, 
3,  4  ;  vol.  xvi,  no.  1. 
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Forty -cujliili  Annual  Meciiny. 


Society  oi"  Aiiti({uarics  of  Scotland — Proceedings^  vol.  xxix. 

Koyal  Irish  Academy — Transactions,  vol.  xxx,  pts.  18,  19,  20, 
25,  27  ;  Procccdinc/s,  vol.  iii,  nos.  4,  5  ;  Todd  Lecture 
Series,  vol.  vi.  ;  List  of  Members,  1895. 

Royal  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Ireland — Journal,  vol.  v, 
pt.  4  ;  vol.  vi,  pts.  1,  2,  3. 

Associated  Societies — Reports  and  Papers,  1893-4,  vol.  xxii, 
pts.  1,  2  ;  1895,  vol.  xxiii,  pt.  1. 

Suffolk  Institute  of  Archajology  and  Natural  History — Pro- 
ceedings, vol.  ix,  pt.  1. 

Surrey  Archseological  Society — Collections,  vol.  xiii,  pt.  1. 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Historic  Society — Transactions^ 
vol.  xi. 

Wiltshire  Archaiological  and  Natural  History  Society— 
Magazine,  nos.  84,  85  ;  Abstract  of  Wiltshire  Inquisitiones 
Post  Mortem,  pt.  3  ;  Catalogue  of  Antiquities  in  the 
Museum  at  Devizes,  pt.  1,  the  Stourhead  Collection. 

London  and  Middlesex  Archteological  Society — Transactions, 
second  series,  vol.  i ;  Hand  List  of  Municipal  Insignia  lent 
for  Exhibition,  July,  1893. 

Plymouth  Institution  and  Devon  and  Cornwall  Natural  History 
Society — Report,  vol.  xi,  pt.  4. 

Bristol  and  Gloucestershire  Archaeological  Society — Trans- 
actions, vol.  xviii,  pt.  2  ;  vol.  xix,  pt.  1. 

Powys  Land  Club — Montgomeryshire  vol. xxix, pt.  1. 

Derbyshire  Archaeological  and  Natural  History  Society — 
Journal,  vol.  xviii. 

Shropshire  Archaeological  and  Natural  History  Society — 
Transactions,  vol.  vii,  pt.  3  ;  vol.  viii,  pts.  1,  2.  3. 

Hertfordshire  Natural  History  Society — Transactions,  vol.  viii, 
pts.  6,  7,  8,  9  ;  vol.  ix,  pts.  1,  2,  3. 

Essex  Archaeological  Society — Transactions,  vol.  v,  title 
and  Index  ;  vol.  vi,  pt.  1  ;  Catalogue  of  the  Library. 

Leicestershire  Architectural  and  Archaeological  Society — 
Transactions,  vol.  viii,  pts.  2,  3. 
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Royal  Institution  of  Cornwall — Journal^  vol.  xii,  pt.  2  ;  vol. 
xiii,  pt.  1. 

Yorkshire  Archaeological  Society — Journal^  pts.  53,  54. 

Northamptonshire  Naturalists'  Society — Journal,  nos.  61  to  64; 
Title  and  Index  to  vol.  viii. 
*  Bath  Natural  History  and  Antiquarian  Field  C'hd) — Proceed- 
ings, vol.  viii,  no.  3. 

Geologists'  Association — Proceedings,  vol.  xiv,  pts.  6  to  10; 
Notes  on  West  Somerset:  List  of  Members,  1896. 

Royal  Dublin  Society — Transactions,  vol.  v,  pts.  5  to  12  ;  Pro- 
ceedings, vol.  viii,  pts.  3,  4. 

Bristol  Naturalists'  Society — Proceedings,  vol.  viii,  pt.  1. 

Liverpool  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings, 
nos.  44  to  50. 

Manchester  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society — Memoirs, 
vol.  X,  nos.  1,  2,  3  ;  Proceedings,  vol.  xli,  pt.  1. 

Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne — ArchcBologia 
^liana,  vol.  xviii,  pts.  1,  2. 

Cambridge  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings,  no.  37. 

Chester  Archiieological  and  Historical  Society — Journal,  vol. 
V,  pt.  4. 

Clifton  Antiquarian  Club — Proceedings,  vol  iii,  pt.  2. 

The  Reliquary  and  Illustrated  Archaeologist — vol.  i,  nos.  3 
and  4 ;  vol.  ii,  nos.  1,  2,  3,  4. 

Thoresby  Society,  Leeds — Publications,  vol.  iii,  pt.  2 ;  vol.  iv, 
pt.  1  ;  vol.  vii,  pt.  1. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  U.S. — Report  of  the 
U.S.  National  Museum,  1893  ;  Proceedings  of  the  U.S. 
National  Museum,  1894,  vol.  xvii. 

Bureau  of  American  Ethnology — Annual  Report,  vol.  xiii. 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Boston,  U.S. — 
Register,  nos.  197,  198,  199,  200. 

Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Philadelphia,  U.S. — Proceed- 
ings, 1895,  pt.  2,  3  ;  1896,  pt.  1. 
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Forty-ch/lith  Anniud  Mcrtiny. 


The  University  of    ('alifornia,  Berkeley,  Cal.,  U.S. —  The 

Great  Valley  of  California:  a.  Criticism  of  the  Theory  of 
Isostasy. 

Nova  Scotiaii  Institute,  vol.  viii  ;  vol.  ix,  pt.  1.  ' 

Canadian  Institute — Transactions^  no.  8,  vol.  v,  pt.  1. 

Societc  Vaudoise  des  Sciences  Naturelles,  Lausanne — Bulletin, 
nos.  118,  119,  120,  121. 

Societc  Archeologique  de  Bordeaux — Bulletin,  torn,  xix,  fasc. 
1,  2,  3,  4  ;  torn,  xx,  fasc.  1. 

University  of  Upsala — Bulletin  of  the  Geological  Institution, 
vol.  ii,  no.  2  ;  Scriptores  Rerum  Svecicarum  Medii  Aevi,  vols, 
ii,  iii,  1828-71;  Codex  Juris  Ostrogotici,  2  vols.,  1830-34; 
Apparatus  ad  Historiam  S  ceo- Gothic  am,  1732;  Upsala 
Universitets  Arsskrift,  1870-75;  Carl  von  Linne ;  Medde- 
lenden  frau  Upsala  Universitets  Miner alogisk-Geologiska 
Institution,  17  pts.  ;  Leptocephalids  in  the  University  Zoo- 
logical Museum  at  Upsala  ;  The  Language  of  the  later  part 
of  the  Peterborough  Chronicle  ;  and  about  40  other  Anti- 
quarian and  Natural  History  pamphlets. 

Purchased : — 

Harleian  Society — Familice  Minorum  Gentium,  vol.  iv  ;  Beg- 
isters  of  Christ  Church,  Newgate  Street,  1538-1754. 

Oxford  Historical  Society —  Cartulary  of  the  Monastery  of  St. 
Frideswide,  Oxford,  vol.  ii. 

Palaeontographical  Society,  vol.  50. 

Early  English  Text  Society,  nos.  106,  107. 

Pipe  Roll  Society,  vols,  xx,  xxi. 

Somerset  and  Dorset  Notes  and  Queries,  pts.  32,  33,  34,  35,  36. 
VVhitaker's  Almanack,  1896. 
History  of  Northumberland,  vol.  iii. 
Somerset  Record  Society,  vols,  viii,  ix,  x. 

Memorandum  of  the  wonderful  Providences  of  God  to  a  poor 
unworthy  creature  during  the  time  of  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth^ s  Rebellion,  by  John  Coad. 
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Winscoinbe  Sketches,  1st  ed. 

Gary's  Map  of  Somerset,  1805. 

The  Universe:  a  Philosophical  Poem. 

The  Tourisfs  Guide  to  Wells  and,  Glastonhnri/  Abbey. 

Duck's  Natural  History  of  Portishead. 

Henning's  Medicinal  Springs  at  Daviesville. 

The  Star  of  the  West:  being  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Risdon 

Danacott,  of  Wellington,  Som. 
Yeatman's  Brent  Knoll :  a  Poem. 

Act  for  repairiny  several  roads  leadiiiy  into  Bridywater. 
Local  Nomenclature  :  a  Lecture  on  the  names  of  places,  by 
Pulman. 

Selections  from  the  Odes  of  Anncreon,  translated  into  English 

verse,  by  H.  D.  Skrine. 
Revieio  of  the  L^ife,  Character  and  Writinys  of  the  Rev.  John 

Biddle,  by  Toulmin. 
Davis's  Ancient  Landmarks  of  Bath,  1864. 

Rural  Elcyance  display'' d  in  the  description  of  Four  Western 

Counties,  1768. 
Tales,  Poems  and  Masonic  Papers,  hj  Emra  Holmes. 
Names  of  Persons  who  subscribed  toicards  the  Defence  of  this 

Country,  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  1588. 
Persecution  exposed  in  some  Memoirs  relating  to  the  sufferings 

of  John    Whiting,  and  many  others   of  the  people  called 

Quakers. 

An  Historical  and  critical  account  of  the  L^ife  and  Writings 
of  Mr.  John  Hales  (born  at  Bath,  1584). 


Deposited : — 

The  Western  Gazette,  1863  to  1884,  20  vols.,  bound,  1885, 
Jan.  and  Feb.,  1886,  unbound;  The  Weekly  Budyet,  1 
vol. ;  Pulman  s  Weekly  Neivs,  5  vols.,  bound,  and  1  vol., 
unbound. — By  Mr.  F.  M.  Clinker. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

SOMERSETSHIRE  ARCH^OLOGICAL  AND 
NATURAL  HISTORY  SOCIETY 

DURING    THE  YEAR 
1896. 

PARr  IL— PAPERS,  Ere. 
Ct)e  laDg  of  Popntington. 

liY  JOHN  BATTEN. 

TXT'HEN  the  Society  visited  this  Church  in  1874  the  late 
V  V  Mr.  Heale,  the  rector,  read  a  paper  on  it  in  continua- 
tion of  one  he  had  previously  contributed  to  our  Journal.  In 
it  he  called  attention  to  a  memorial  slab,  originally  on  the  floor 
of  the  church  porch,  but  removed  by  him  in  1868  to  the  vestry 
wall,  where  you  see  it  now.  The  inscription  is  much  obliter- 
ated, but  what  remains  should,  accordim/  to  Mr.  Heale^  be  read  : 

"  Hie  jacet  domina  Kathina  Stuccli  dna  de  pontyngton 
que  obiit  iii  die  anno  .  .  .  cccc  .  .  ii."^ 

Mr.  Heale  was  much  exercised  to  discover  who  the  entombed 
lady  was.  Reading  the  name  as  Stuccli,  he  at  first  attributed 
it  to  a  Dame  Stucley  of  the  Devonshire  family  of  that  name, 

(1)  A  careful  rubbing,  kindly  made  for  me  by  Messi's.  Merrick  and  8on,  the 
contractors,  reveals  the  word  "  dni  "  after  "anno,"  and  shews  that  what  Mr. 
Heale  read  as  C,  repeated  for  four  hundred,  is  X  of  medieval  form. 
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but  found  from  Sir  Georf^(!  Stul<(!](!y  that  the  date  of  the 
(kiath,  ;is  i>-ivcn  in  papers  in  his  possession,  did  not  agree  with 
that  on  the  tablet,  and  moreover  that  she  had  no  property  in 
Somersetshire.  Foiled  on  that  side,  he  was,  as  he  wrote  to 
me,  beginning  to  doubt  whether  the  name  was  Stuccli  after 
all,  as  an  ardent  antiquary,  who  made  a  special  pilgrimage  to 
the  spot,  found  it  to  be  the  very  name  he  wanted  to  find  ;  but 
Mr.  Heale  was  not  convinced,  as  he  could  not  read  the  letters 
as  his  friend  wished,  and,  more  than  that,  he  wanted  to  alter 
the  date  to  suit  his  reading,  and  this  was  more  than  Mr.  Heale 
could  stand.  Whether  after  consideration  he  adopted  his 
friend's  construction  I  cannot  say,  but  in  his  paper  of  1874  he 
roundly  states  the  lady  to  be  the  wife  of  the  noble  and  potent 
Lord  Fitzwarren,  cautiously  adding,  "  the  date  of  her  death 
does  not  agree  with  the  tablet  itself,  and  there  are  other  diffi- 
culties about  the  question  which  have  yet  to  be  solved." 
This  theory  would  fix  the  lady  as  Katherine  who  was  the  wife, 
first,  of  Sir  Hugh  Stukeley  and  heiress  of  one  third  of  the 
adjoining  manor  of  Trent.  She  survived  Sir  Hugh  and 
married,  as  her  second  husband,  William  Bouchier  Lord 
Fitzwarren  ;  but  it  could  not  be  her ;  for  she  was  not  the 
owner  of  Poyntiugton,  she  did  not  die  until  1468,  and  she 
was  not  buried  here  but,  according  to  the  directions  of  her 
will,  in  the  church  of  West  Wolrington,  Devon. 

No  further  attempt  has  been  made  to  establish  the  lady's 
identity,  and  now,  coming  here  again  after  an  interval  of 
twenty  years,  I  venture  to  offer  you  my  solution  of  the  knotty 
point,  and  with  that  object  it  will  be  necessary  to  say  a  word 
or  two  respecting  the  descent  of  the  manor  of  Poyntington. 

The  earliest  owners  to  be  found,  after  the  long  blank  which 
followed  the  record  of  Domesday,  are  the  De  Chesnes  or  De 
Cheneys,  a  knightly  family  of  Norman  origin,  deriving  its 
patronymic  from  the  French  word  chesne^  an  oak,  dispersed 
in  many  parts  of  the  south  of  England,  and  leaving  its  name 
to  several  manors  it  had  held — the  principal  one  being  Chenies 
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in  Buckinghamshire,  more  celebrated  now  for  the  magnificent 
series  of  monuments  erected  in  honour  of  the  noble  house  of 
Russell. 

It  may  indeed  be  questionable  whether  the  Cheneys  of  the 
four  south-western  coimties  had  not,  at  a  very  early  period, 
become  a  separate  family  from  the  other  De  Cheneys,  as  no 
documentary  evidence  has  been  found  of  their  connection,  and 
their  armorial  bearings  were  quite  distinct. 

The  arms  borne  by  them  were  Gu.  four  fusils  conjoined  in 
fesse  ar,  on  each  an  escallop  sab.,  as  you  may  see  on  an  heraldic 
tile  found  in  this  church.  Now  in  the  early  ages  of  the  feudal 
period  the  arms  of  great  lords  were  frequently  adopted  by 
their  military  tenants  in  honour  of  their  chief;  but  to  prevent 
confusion  they  were  differenced,  as  the  heralds  say,  by  some 
alteration  or  addition  which  made  the  distinction  apparent.  In 
the  year  1165  Ealph  de  Chenduit  (a  Cornish  variation  of 
Cheney)  held  a  knight's  fee  of  William  de  Albini  or  Daubeny 
Brito,  which  was  held  of  the  same  family  by  John  de  Cheney 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  III  (Testa  de  Neville).  The  arms  of 
Daubeny  were  four  fusils  conjoined  in  fesse,  and  if  you  make 
a  little  addition  to  them,  by  affixing  escallops  on  these  fusils, 
you  have  the  arms  of  Cheney,  and  obtain  what  seems  to  me  a 
good  explanation  of  their  derivation.  Carew,  in  his  Survey 
of  Cornwall,  says  that  there  was  a  tradition  tliat  the  escallops 
were  adopted  in  memory  of  one  of  the  family  going  to  the 
Holy  Land  in  the  Crusades,  and  carrying  the  shells  for  taking 
up  water  in  the  hotter  climate  of  Asia.  An  escallop  was  no 
doubt  worn  by  pilgrims  as  an  ensign  of  pilgrimages  to  Jeru- 
salem and  other  holy  places,  but  the  tradition  is  too  far  fetched 
to  be  accepted.  It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  Cheney,  with 
some  other  ancient  families,  was  distinguished  by  an  unusual 
heraldic  ornament  called  a  Badge,  though  what  the  distinction 
was  between  a  badge  and  a  crest  I  could  not  venture  to  say. 
The  Cheney  badge  was  a  ship's  rudder.  According  to  some 
authorities  this  was  the  badge  not  of  Cheney  but  of  Willoughby, 
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one  oi'  whom  inan-iod  ji  ('hcney  licircss  ;  ])ut  tho  (ividencc  is  v(iry 
str{)ii<»-  ilic  otlicr  way,  as  lon^  })cforc  this  alliari(;c  the  rudder  was 
))aiiited  on  tin;  windows  of  tlie  hall  at  Broke,  Avhere  Cheney 
resi(UMl,  and,  as  can  still  h(\  seen,  it  is  carvc^d  rey)eatedly  on  the 
Cheney  tomb  in  Edington  Church,  Wilts.  The  only  doubt  is 
Avhether  it  was  not  originally  the  Paveley  badge.  As  between 
Cheney  and  Willoughby,  if  it  Avere  a  material  question,  I 
should  give  the  helm  to  C/heney,  for  surely  a  rudder  of  oak 
{cliesne)  would  be  a  moie  lasting  badge  than  a  vnllow  one. 

We  Hrst  find  Cheney  connected  wdth  Poyntington^  at 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III,  when  the  heirs  of  William 
de  Cheney  held  the  manor.  ( Kirby's  Quest.)  The  family 
of  Tregoze,  Lords  of  Ewyas,  were  Lords  Paramount,  the 
manor  being  held  under  them  by  the  service  of  one  Knight's 
fee  (Esch.  28  Edw.  I,  No.  43).  His  grandson,  another  William, 
was  the  owner  in  Edward  Ill's  time,  and  he  was  twice  married. 
By  his  first  wnfe  he  had  a  son,  Edmund,  of  whona  presently, 
and  by  his  second  (by  w^hom  he  acquired  Lutton  in  Dorset, 
afterwards  called  Lytton  Cheney)  he  had  another  son,  Ralph. 
Ralph  made  a  great  addition  to  his  fortune  by  an  alliance  with 
Joan,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  John  Paveley,  of  Broke, 
near  Westbury,  Wilts,  who  enriched  her  husband  with  the 
manor  of  Broke,  and  the  lordship  of  the  great  manor  and 
liundred  of  Westbury.  Ralph  died  in  1401,  and  his  grandson, 
a  second  Edmund,  secured  a  still  richer  prize,  by  marrying 
Alice,  daughter  and  eventual  heiress  of  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford, 
of  Hooke,  Dorset.  He  succeeded  to  Poyntington  in  1422,  and 
at  his  death  in  1430  left  two  daughters  his  co-heiresses,  one  of 
whom,  Anne,  had  Poyntington  as  part  of  her  share,  and  carried 
it  to  her  husband  Sir  John  Willoughby,  whose  son  was  created 
in  1492  Baron  Willoughby  de  Broke,  taking  his  title  from  the 
Paveley  estate  at  Broke  ;  and  to  his  descendant,  the  present 
Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Poyntington  still  belongs. 

(2)  Collinson  by  mistake  made  Cheney  Lord  of  Partington  in  Winsham  parish, 
instead  of  Poyntington  (History  of  Homerset,  ii,  472). 
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one  ol"  whom  in;ii-i-io(l  ji  (licney  Ikmi'Css  ;  l)ut  tho  (ividence  Is  v(!ry 
stroiio-  llic  otlior  way,  ;is  lon^  Ix'f'orc  this  allian(;c  the  rudder  was 
])ainted  on  tlie  windows  of  tlie  hall  at  Broke,  w^here  Cheney 
resided,  and,  as  can  still  seen,  it  is  carved  repeatedly  on  the 
Cheney  tomb  in  Edington  Church,  Wilts.  The  only  doubt  is 
whethei-  it  w  as  not  originally  the  Paveley  badge.  As  between 
Cheney  and  Willoughby,  if  it  \vere  a  material  question,  I 
should  give  the  helm  to  Cheney,  for  surely  a  rudder  of  oak 
{chcsnc)  would  be  a  moi'C  lasting  badge  than  a  willow  one. 

We  first  find  Cheney  connected  with  Poyntington^  at 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III,  when  the  heirs  of  William 
de  Cheney  held  the  manor.  ( Kirby's  Quest.)  The  family 
of  Tregoze,  Lords  of  Ewyas,  were  Lords  Paramount,  the 
manor  being  held  under  them  by  the  service  of  one  Knight's 
fee  (Esch.  28  Edw.  I,  No.  43).  His  grandson,  another  William, 
was  the  owner  in  Edward  Ill's  time,  and  he  was  twice  married. 
By  his  first  wife  he  had  a  son,  Edmund,  of  whom  presently, 
and  by  his  second  (by  whom  he  acquired  Lutton  in  Dorset, 
afterwards  called  Lytton  Cheney)  he  had  another  son,  Ralph. 
Ralph  made  a  great  addition  to  his  fortune  by  an  alliance  with 
Joan,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  John  Paveley,  of  Broke, 
near  Westbury,  Wilts,  who  enriched  her  husband  with  the 
manor  of  Broke,  and  the  lordship  of  the  great  manor  and 
hundred  of  Westbury.  Ralph  died  in  1401,  and  his  grandson, 
a  second  Edmund,  secured  a  still  richer  prize,  by  marrying 
Alice,  daughter  and  eventual  heiress  of  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford, 
of  Hooke,  Dorset.  He  succeeded  to  Poyntington  in  1422,  and 
at  his  death  in  1430  left  two  daughters  his  co-heiresses,  one  of 
whom,  Anne,  had  Poyntington  as  part  of  her  share,  and  carried 
it  to  her  husband  Sir  John  Willoughby,  whose  son  was  created 
in  1492  Baron  Willoughby  de  Broke,  taking  his  title  from  the 
Paveley  estate  at  Broke  ;  and  to  his  descendant,  the  present 
Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Poyntington  still  belongs. 

(2)  Collinson  by  mistake  made  Cheney  Lord  of  Purtington  in  Winsham  pariah, 
instead  of  Poyntington  (History  of  Somerset,  ii,  472). 
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Now  for  the  monument.  I  am  satisfied,  and  I  think  you 
will  be  also  if  you  look  carefully  at  it,  that  the  name  is  not 
Stuccli  but  Strecch,^  and  we  will  exhume  the  old  lady  for  a 
moment  and  let  her  deny,  before  cock-crow,  what  I  am  going 
to  say,  if  she  can. 

I  have  not  discovered  her  parentage,  but  she  was  left  a 
widow  with  one  daughter  by  her  first  husband,  whose  name 
has  not  come  down  to  us,  and  then  she  was  married  to  Sir 
Edmund  Cheney,  eldest  son  of  Sir  William  Cheney,  who 
succeeded  his  father  as  lord  of  Poyntington  in  1346  (19  Ed. 
Ill),  and  by  charter,  made  in  1374,  settled  it  after  his  own 
death  on  her — Katherine  his  wife — for  her  life,  and  then  on 
their  children  ;  if  none,  it  was  to  go  to  his  half-brother  Ralph, 
and  his  heirs.  Then  Sir  Edmund  died,  but  there  were  no 
children,  and  the  disconsolate  Katherine — now  Lady  of  Poyn- 
tington— still  hankering  after  matrimony,  took  to  herself  a 
third  husband,  Sir  John  Strecche,  or  Sfcrecch,  of  Wambrook, 
Somerset,  whereby  she  became  "  Katherine  Strecch,  Lady  of 
Poyntington."  In  1391  Sir  John  died,  leaving  her  a  widow  for  the 
third  time,  and  at  last  "  the  woman  died  also  "  and  was  buried. 
According  to  the  Inquisition  taken  after  her  death  at  Milverton, 
14th  August,  1423,^  that  event  occurred  on  the  1st  December, 
1422,  and  this  is  ample  authority  for  filling  up  the  blanks  on 
the  inscription  with  1422  as  the  year  and  December  as  the 
month  of  the  death.  There  is  a  trifling  variation  in  the  day 
of  the  month,  the  monument  apparently  giving  it  as  the  3rd 
and  the  Inquisition  as  the  1st.  Probably  the  monument  is 
right,  as  dates  in  Inquisitions  are  frequently  loose  and  hearsay. 
So  now,  with  your  assent,  we  will  translate  this  memorial  into 
plain  English,  and  read  it — "  Here  lies  the  Lady  Katherine 
Strecch,  Lady  of  Pontyngton,  who  died  the  3rd  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1422." 

(3)  The  advocates  for  reading  Stuccli  have  turned  the  mediaeval  letter  h  into 
li  by  mistaking  the  dot  belonging  to  the  first  limb  of  the  h  for  a  dot  over  an  i. 

(4)  Esch.  I  Hen.  VI,  No.  29. 


Cbe  ®iege  of  ©ftecborne  Castle  in  X645. 


BY   HUGH  NORllIS. 

ON  k^unday,  July  the  27th,  1645,  a  notable  religious  function 
was  celebrated  at  Martock,  the  like  of  which  has  never 
been  witnessed  in  that  jjlace,  before  or  since.  This  was  nothing 
less  than  a  church  parade  of  the  whole  Parliamentary  army, 
attended  by  Fairfax  and  Cromwell,  together  with  all  its  leading 
officers,  saving  only  those  who  were  engaged  on  special  duty 
elsewhere. 

How  the  troops  happened  to  be  there,  and  in  what  way  that 
circumstance  came  to  be  connected  with  the  taking  of  Sher- 
borne Castle,  will  appear  as  the  narrative  goes  on.  In  any 
case  this  Sunday  offered  the  first  opportunity  for  organising 
a  public  thanksgiving  in  recognition  of  the  rnarked  success 
that  had  attended  the  proceedings  of  the  New  Model  army 
before  Bridgwater.  It  was  also  taken  advantage  of  as  a  day 
of  rest  for  the  fatigued  soldiers,  who  had  been  constantly 
either  fighting  or  marching  since  their  hard  won  victory  at 
Naseby,  exactly  six  weeks  previously. 

After  the  surrender  of  the  western  fortress  on  the  23rd,^  it 
took  two  days  to  settle  terms,  to  carry  out  the  evacuation  of 
the  garrison,  to  appropriate  supplies,  to  make  sure  of  the 
hostages,  and  to  hold  the  inevitable  council  of  war,  at  which 
would  have  to  be  presented  the  all-important  question,  "  What 
next  ?  " 

An  all-important  question,  truly  !  For  whatever  the  de- 
cision arrived  at,  it  was  one  which  involved  immense  responsi- 
bilities.   If  a  false  move  were  now  made  it  might  almost  peril 

(1)  Proceedings,  vol.  xxiii,  pt.  ii,  p.  22. 
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the  existence  of  Fairfax's  army  ;  at  any  rate  it  would  probably 
deprive  its  recent  exploits  of  more  than  half  their  value  ; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a  bold  and  vigorous  policy  could  be 
successfully  carried  out,  peace — a  more  or  less  lasting  peace, — 
might  be  not  unfairly  reckoned  on. 
The  situation  was  this. 

There  were  still  enough  Royal  troops  west  of  Taunton,  i.e., 
in  Devon  and  Cornwall,  to  give  a  deal  of  further  trouble  if' 
left  to  their  own  devices,  and  these  could  not  be  deemed  com- 
pletely cut  off  from  the  Royalist  headquarters  whilst  Bristol 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  king.^  It  is  true  that  a  continuous 
chain  of  garrisons  extending  from  Weymouth  and  Lyme 
Regis  on  the  English  channel,  to  Bridgwater  on  the  Parret 
estuary,  was  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Parliamentary  forces,  but 
so  long  as  a  king's  ship  could  sail  unmolested  into  King-road,^ 
whether  from  Devonshire  or  Ireland,  or  run  across  the  Severn- 
sea  from  Wales  to  Bristol,  Fairfax  could  not  be  said  to  be 
master  of  the  situation. 

But  the  army  was  somewhat  bare  of  supplies,  and  the  muni- 
tions that  fell  into  its  hands  at  Bridgwater  were  by  no  means 
adequate  to  a  due  preparation  for  the  arduous  task  of  laying 
siege  to  the  city  in  question,  which  was  then  held  by  the  fiery 
Rupert  and  a  strong  garrison  of  seasoned  troops.  The  same 
want  of  means  also  stood  in  the  way  of  at  once  doing  any 
great  things  in  the  far  west. 

Then  again  Bath,  though  w^eak  in  its  garrison  and  distracted 

(2)  Charles  himself  at  this  moment  was  at  Cardiff,  endeavouring  to  imbue 
the  Welsh  gentry  with  some  amount  of  enthusiasm  in  his  cause  ;  but  not 
meeting  with  the  success  he  expected,  he  very  soon  started  for  the  north 
Midlands,  still,  alas  !  followed  by  those  misfortunes  which  would  almost  seem 
to  have  been  his  exclusive  inheritance. —  Vide  Symonds'  Diary,  218  ;  Clarendon, 
Book  viii ;  Gardiner,  Civil  War,  ii,  289. 

(3)  A  fort  at  Portishead,  mounting  six  pieces  of  ordnance,  in  possession  of  the 
king's  troops,  defended  King-road  at  this  time.  This  was  taken  by  Lieut. -Col. 
Kempson,  of  Welden's  brigade,  on  the  28th  of  August,  and  within  a  day  or  two 
after,  the  '  road  '  was  occupied  by  a  small  flotilla  from  Milford,  commanded  by 
Vice-Admiral  Moulton  for  the  Parliament.    (Sprigg,  Amj.  Rediv.) 


8  Papers,  ^c. 

\)y  internal  dissensions,  was  in  tlie  liands  of  tlic  Royalists,  and 
able  to  give  some  su])])ort,  (/uantunt  oa/rat,  to  the  king's  nephew 
at  Bristol. 

On  the  other  side,  Sherborne  Castle  was  strong  and  reputed 
to  be  impregnable  by  those  whose  interest  it  was  that  it  should 
be  considered  so.  It  was  bravely  held  by  Sir  Lewis  Dives,'' 
stepson  to  the  Earl  of  Bristol,  "  an  active  enemy  and  resolute 
soldier,"  as  Sprigg  calls  him. 

It  was  also  alleged  that  in  order  to  ensure  entire  success  in 
any  attack  that  might  be  made  on  its  walls,  it  would  be  need- 
ful, first  of  all,  to  quiet  the  "  Club  army  "  in  central  Dorset, 
Avhose  numbers  were  now  becoming  formidable  and  whose 
attitude  was  very  menacing,  especially  towards  the  Parlia- 
mentary forces  ;  altogether  out  of  character  with  its  assumed 
principles  of  neutrality  and  self-defence. 

These  combined  circumstances  were  probably  duly  weighed 
by  the  more  responsible  officers  attending  the  council  at 
Bridgwater,  which  was  held  on  the  25th  of  July,  but  there 
was  evidently  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  proper 
direction  of  the  next  move. 

At  the  outset  of  the  meeting  it  seemed  as  if  the  generals 
were  disposed  to  march  direct  on  Sherborne,  but  the  final  con- 
sensus of  opinion  was  in  favour  of  first  of  all  striking  a  decisive 

(4)  [The  surname  of  this  gallant  defender  of  Sherborne  Castle  was  DYVE, 
at  least  if  we  follow  the  spelling  on  his  monument  in  Combe-Hay  Church,  as 
given  by  Collinson,  iii,  336. 

* '  Here  ly eth  the  body  of  Sir  Lewis  Dy ve,  of  Bromham, 
in  the  co.  of  Bedford,  Kt.,  onlj'^  son  of  Sir  John  Dyve, 
of  Bromham,  Kt.,  by  Dame  Beatrice,  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Charles  Walcot,  of  Walcot,  in  the  co.  of  Salop,  Esq., 
who  was  afterwards  married  to  the  Kt.  Hon.  John,  E. 
of  Bristol,  by  whom  she  had  issue,  the  Rt.  Hon.  George, 
now  E.  of  Bristol.  The  said  Sir  Lewis  Dyve  took  to  wife 
Howard,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Strangways,  of  Melbury 
Sampford,  in  the  co.  of  Dorset,  Kt.,  and  by  her  had  issue 
living  at  the  time  of  his  death,  three  sons,  Francis, 
Lewis,  and  John,  and  one  daughter,  Grace,  who  married 
George  Hussey,  of  Mai'nhull,  in  the  co,  of  Dorset,  Esq. 
He  died  April  17,  1669."— Ed.] 


Tlic  Sieye  of  Sherborne  Castle  in  1645. 


9 


blow  at  the  remains  of  Goring's  army  in  the  west.  Accordingly 
the  next  day  (Saturday,  July  26th)  saw  Fairfax  with  his  forces 
at  Martock,  "  where,  resting  the  Lord's  day,  there  was  a  thanks- 
giving for  the  successe  in  the  taking  of  Bridgewater,"^  as  be- 
fore mentioned. 

It  strikes  one  that  this  march  to  Martock  was  more  or  less 
indirectly  brought  about  by  the  obvious  indecision  of  the 
council  of  war  just  held,  and  was  possibly  undertaken  by 
Fairfax  with  a  view  to  gain  time  for  further  consideration. 

We  are  distinctly  told  by  one  who  seems  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  the  movements  of  the  wdiole  campaign,  that 
"  the  general  was  at  this  time  much  troubled  in  his  thoughts, 
concerning  his  march  further  west,  before  Bath  and  Sherborne 
were  absolutely  reduced,  and  the  disaffected  Clubmen  brought 
to  more  obedience."  ^ 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  there  could  hardly  have  been 
selected  a  more  appropriate  spot  as  a  temporary  centre  of 
operations  than  the  aforesaid  village.  The  result  of  Fairfax's 
Sabbath  cogitations  was,  that  in  the  exercise  of  his  undoubted 
authority  as  Commander-in-chief,  he  took  upon  himself,  not- 
withstanding the  decision  of  the  council,  to  order  an  immediate 
countermarch  to  Wells,  first,  however,  detailing  a  brigade 
of  horse  and  foot  in  the  direction  of  Sherborne,  under  Col. 
Pickering,  a  trustworthy  officer,  with  directions  "  to  face  that 
garrison,  and  to  view  the  same,  and  if  there  were  hopes  to 
reduce  it,  to  sit  down  before  it,  in  order  to  a  siege." ' 

A  party  of  horse  and  dragoons  under  Col.  Rich  was  at  the 
same  time  sent  on  to  Bath,  with  a  view  to  find  out  how  things 
were  looking  in  that  part  of  the  County,  and  to  report  at  the 
headquarters  in  Wells,  where  Fairfax  would  await  any  news 
that  might  be  forthcoming,  and  which  indeed  was  not  long  in 
reaching  him  ;  for  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  30th  of 

(o)  fSprigg. 

(6)  Sprigg. 

(7)  Sprigg. 
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July,  he  learnt  tluit  J>at}i  had  surrendered  to  (yol.  Okey 
under  somewhat  curious  circumstances  the  night  before.^ 

It  appears  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  preceding  day,  the 
29th,  Colonel  Rich  summoned  the  governor  to  surrender,  but 
met  with  a  decided  refusal.  Towards  dusk,  however,  some 
dragoons  under  Col.  Okey  drew  near  the  bridge  by  which  the 
city  gate  was  approached,  and  "  creeping  over  it  on  their 
bellies,"  surprised  the  guard,  and  seized  on  the  muzzles  of  the 
muskets  protruding  through  the  loopholes  in  the  wall,  "  which 
so  affrighted  the  warders,  that  they  ran  to  their  work  which 
flankered  the  bridge,  and  left  their  musquets  behind  them,  as 
of  no  use  to  them,  so  of  as  little  to  us,"  (the  assailants)  ; 
the  owners  being  by  this  time  hiding  behind  stone  walls. 
Okey's  men  instantly  blew^  in  the  gate,  and  so  became  masters 
of  the  bridge,  on  which  the  deputy  governor  in  a  fright 
sounded  a  parley,  and  surrendered  without  further  resistance  ; 
doubtless  as  much  to  the  surprise  and  delight  of  his  adversaries 
as  to  his  own  chagrin. 

This  daring  act  occurred  just  in  the  nick  of  time,  for  Rupert 
having  got  wind  of  the  meditated  attack  on  Bath,  had  marched 
out  of  Bristol  to  its  assistance  with  fifteen  hundred  horse  and 
foot,  and  was  within  four  miles  of  Okey's  "  braves,"  when  he 
was  informed  of  the  fate  of  the  city,  but,  as  Sprigg  has  it, 
"  comming  too  late  he  retreated.''^ 

Wednesday,  July  30th,  found  Fairfax's  army  drawn  up  on 
Mendip  with  intent  to  march  on  Bath,  but  the  general  on 
hearing  of  its  capture,  sent  his  main  force  back  to  quarters  in 
Wells,  whilst  he  himself,  with  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
hastened  to  aid  Col.  Rich  in  securing  his  prize.  Resting  one 
night  in  Bath,  he  returned  to  Wells  the  next  morning,  after 
strengthening  the  little  garrison  with  his  two  regiments  above 

(8)  See  also  "  A  Full  relation  of  the  taking  of  Bath  on  Wednesday,  July  30, 
1645,"  in  King's  Pamphlets,  Brit.  Mus.,  No.  218. 

Sprigg  says  that  the  city  was  taken  on  the  29th.  It  seems  probable  that  the 
surprise  was  on  the  29th,  and  the  formal  surrender  on  the  30th. 
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mentioned.  This  unlooked-for  success  set  him  free  to  turn  his 
sole  attention  to  the  reduction  of  Sherborne. 

Accordingly  on  the  1st  of  August,  the  army  marched  from 
Wells  to  Queen  Camel,  where  they  quartered  for  the  night. 
Fairfax  and  Cromwell  meanwhile,  with  a  small  escort  of 
horse,  rode  on  to  "  view  "  the  works  and  castle,  which  they  did 
cursorily  the  same  evening,  and  again  more  carefully  the  next 
morning  (Saturday,  the  2nd),  on  which  date  the  army  itself 
reached  Sherborne. 

The  result  of  this  reconnoissance  was,  that  the  generals 
decided  on  approaching  the  Digby  stronghold  by  the  slower 
but  surer  process  of  a  formal  siege,  in  preference  to  making 
any  attempt  to  reduce  it  by  storm,  as  had  been  first  intended.^ 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  was  a  wise  decision  on  the  part 
of  the  two  commanders,  since  the  threatening  behaviour  of  the 
Clubmen  (or  "  Associates "  as  they  called  themselves)  of 
Dorset,  Wilts,  and  Somerset,  imperatively  demanded  instant 
action  on  the  part  of  the  army. 

Fairfax,  who  lost  no  time  in  setting  himself  down  before  the 
walls  of  the  castle,  on  doing  so,  received  certain  intelligence 
that  there  was  to  be  a  big  meeting  of  the  Clubmen  that  very 
day  at  Shaftesbury,  whereupon  Col.  Fleetwood  was  despatched 
with  a  thousand  horse  to  surround  the  town  and  take  the 
ringleaders,  about  fifty  of  whom  he  at  once  brought  into  camp 
as  prisoners.  Chief  among  these  were  the  notorious  Mr. 
Hollis,  Dr.  Goche,  and  three  others,  named  Carey,  Young, 
and  Cradock.  All  the  prisoners  were  disarmed  and  placed  in 
confinement  until  the  military  authorities  could  find  time  to 
deal  with  them  ;  the  result  being  that  they  were  sent  in 
durance  vile  to  London  after  the  siege  was  over. 

On  the  day  following  (Sunday,  August  3rd),  news  was 
brought  that  all  the  country  of  Wilts,  Dorset,  and  part  of 
Somerset  was  up  in  arms,  to  the  number  of  ten  thousand  men. 


(9)  Sprigg. 
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under  ])i-('toncc  of  rescuing;'  the  prisoners  of  th(!  previous  (lay, 
but  really  with  the  intent  of  cutting  off  provisions  on  the  way 
to  the  earn]),  and  thus  hindei-ing  Fairfax  from  accomplishing 
anything  decisive  at  Sherl)orne,  l)efore  Goring  could  manage 
to  raise  the  siege  (of  wliich  they  had  hopes)  with  his  "army 
of  the  west." 

Sprigg,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  much  of  the  above 
information,  has  left  a  graphic  account  of  the  proceedings 
that  followed,  and  how,  after  a  deal  of  garrulous  diplomacy  on 
the  part  of  Club  leaders,  who  talked  very  loudly  but  who  did 
little  else,  Cromwell  was  sent  to  attack  about  four  thousand  of 
them  who  were  strongly  posted  in  the  old  Romano-British 
camp  on  Hambledon  Hill,  by  Iw^erne  Courtenay,  then  called 
"  Shrawton  "  or  "  Shroton."  After  some  temporizing  on  the 
part  of  the  Parliamentary  commander,  who  was  anxious  to 
avoid  bloodshed  if  possible,  he  ordered  his  troops  to  make  the 
attack.  In  so  doing  they  were  at  the  outset  repulsed  in  con- 
sequence of  the  strength  of  the  Clubmen's  position,  and  the 
extreme  narrowness  of  the  approach,  which  would  not  admit 
more  than  three  horses  abreast.^^  But  Major  Desborough 
(the  gallant  officer  who  headed  the  decisive  cavalry  charge  at 
Langport)  on  seeing  the  state  of  affairs,  crept  round  to  the 
Associates'  rear,  unseen,  and  completely  routed  them,  killing 
some  and  taking  many  prisoners.  The  Club  army  was  so 
thoroughly  disorganized  by  this  surprise,  that  they  not  only 
at  once  gave  in,  but  were  convinced  of  the  hopelessness  of  the 
movement,  at  least  when  confronted  by  opponents  so  powerful 
and  active  as  Fairfax  and  Cromwell. 

The  latter,  who  really  pitied  the  deluded  men,  having  in- 
flicted his  punishment,  proceeded  to  talk  to  them  like  a  father, 
and  this  so  touched  the  hearts  of  "the  poor  silly  creatures," 
that,  as  he  afterwards  told  Fairfax,  they  confessed  they  now 

(10)  The  fact  seems  to  have  been  that  the  troops  strove  to  approach  by  the 
old  strategic  entrance  to  the  original  British  camp,  and  their  failure  affords  a 
standing  testimony  to  the  engineering  skill  of  our  so-called  savage  ancestors. 
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saw  how  much  they  had  been  misled  by  their  leaders,  and  after 
promising  to  be  dutiful  subjects  in  future,  declared  they  would 
be  hanged  before  they  would  ever  come  out  again.^^ 

Henceforth  we  hear  no  more  of  them,  and  the  whole  country 
was  freed  from  their  intrusion.  Documents  found  on  their 
leaders  proved,  beyond  doubt,  the  existence  of  a  compact 
solidarity  between  the  Koyalist  party  and  the  so-called  Club 
army.  Sprigg  tells  us  that  commissions  under  the  Prince's 
own  hand  were  found  on  some  of  the  prisoners,  and  this  was 
corroborated  by  letters,  etc.,  discovered  amongst  Sir  Lewis 
Dives's  papers  when  the  siege  was  over.  The  same  authority 
assures  us  that  the  immediate  effect  of  this  rout  was,  that 
whereas  the  army  could  previously  send  neither  "messengers 
nor  parties,"  now  a  man  might  ride  very  quietly  between 
Sherborne  and  Salisbury. 

Having  thus  successfully  accomplished  his  mission,  Cromwell 
rejoined  Fairfax,  who  had  not  left  Sherborne,  and  thenceforth 
the  siege  was  assiduously  pressed  forward  until  the  end. 

It  is  no  part  of  the  writer's  purpose  to  describe  the  fortified 
home  of  Beauclerc's  magnificent  chancellor  at  Sherborne  : 
this  has  already  been  well  done  by  others  in  our  Transactions. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  when  Stephen,  in  the  exercise  of  an 
astute,  if  not  altogether  just  policy,  destroyed  so  many  strong- 
holds erected  by  his  turbulent  subjects,  those  of  Bishop  Koger^- 
were  spared  on  account  of  their  solidity  and  grandeur.  The 
lordship  of  that  at  Sherborne  was  thereafter  chiefly  vested  in 
the  Church  or  the  Crown,  and  this  may  possibly  account  for 
the  fact  of  its  sound  condition  at  the  outset  of  the  Civil  War  ; 
a  condition  which,  as  we  have  seen,  was  such  as  to  forbid  the 
hope  of  taking  it  by  storm. 

In  the  autumn  of  1642  it  had  been  occupied  for  the  king  by 

(11)  Gardiner,  Civil  War,  ii,  306. 

(12)  Devizes,  Sherborne,  and  Malmesbury.  The  latter,  though  condemned  by 
Stephen  (Will.  Malms.  Modern  History),  was  not  destroyed  until  the  reign  of 
King  John.  (Camden). 
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the  Marcjuis  of  Hertford,  who  held  it  intact  against  a  besieging 
force,  largely  outnuni})ering  liis  own,  commanded  by  the  Earl 
of  licdford  ;  and  possibly  this  evidence  of  the  strength  of  its 
defences  had  some  weight  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary commanders  when  they  decided  on  testing  its  stability 
by  a  formal  siege.  The  garrison  at  this  time  was  commanded, 
as  we  have  seen,  by  Sir  Lewis  Dives,  half  brother  to  the  Lord 
Digby,  a  brave  man,  and  a  capable  soldier,  of  whom  sober  John 
Evelyn  remarks  that  "he  was  indeed  a  valiant  gentleman,  but 
not  a  little  given  to  romance  when  he  spake  of  himself" 
the  truth  being  that  in  this  respect  he  could  not  have  been  easily 
surpassed  b}'  that  mendacious  old  humourist.  Sir  John  Falstaff. 

The  king,  according  to  Clarendon^^  and  others,  had  "  spent 
six  days  too  long "  enjoying  himself  at  Sherborne  Lodge, 
"  the  brave  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Bristol,"^^  in  the  previous 
October,  whilst  awaiting  some  reinforcements  from  Bristol 
which  had  been  promised  by  Rupert,  and  on  his  departure  he 
had  left  Dives  in  charge  of  the  castle,  at  the  same  time  con- 
ferring on  him  the  title  of  Commander-in-chief  for  Dorset. 
Here  his  permanent  garrison  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
old  and  seasoned  foot  soldiers,  "  his  own  regiment,"  and  some 
horse.^^  This  force,  however,  must  have  been  considerably 
augmented  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking. 

The  cautious  behaviour  of  the  besieging  generals  strikes  one 
as  being  a  compliment  equally  sincere  to  the  capacity  of  Sir 
Lewis  Dives  and  to  the  strength  of  the  position.  It  was 
needful,  moreover,  to  take  great  care  of  the  valiant  men  who 
had  undergone  so  much  fatigue,  and  so  many  privations,  since 
their  famous  march  from  Leicester  in  the  preceding  June,^'' 

(13)  Diary,  i,  268.    See  also  Markham,  Life  of  Fairfax,  n.  p.  241. 

(14)  Civil  War,  Book  viii. 

(15)  Symonds,  Diary,  115. 

(16)  Clarendon,  Book  viii. 

(17)  Proceedings,  vol.  xl,  part  ii,  128.  See  also  a  very  interesting  paper  en- 
titled, *'  From  Leicester  to  Langport,"  in  vol.  xxxix,  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Royal  United  Service  Institution,  by  Major  G.  P.  Browne,  D.S.O.,  D.A.A.G,, 
etc.,  etc. 
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especially  since  we  are  told  that  the  Parliamentary  army  was 
not  reinforced  by  country  recruits  to  tlie  extent  that  its  com- 
manders had  been  led  to  expect. 

Cromwell  returned  from  the  rout  of  the  "  Chib  army  "  at 
Hambledon,  on  Tuesday  night,  the  oth  of  August,  and,  as  has 
been  remarked,  he  immediately  proceeded  to  assist  Fairfax  in 
the  reduction  of  the  castle. 

The  latter  officer  had  not  be-en  idle  in  Cromwell's  absence. 
We  know  that  he  had  already  commenced  his  "  approaches," 
but  we  are  not  told  much  about  the  early  details  of  the  siege, 
beyond  Sprigg's  quaint  story  that  whilst  the  Lieut. -General 
was  reading  the  Clubmen  a  lesson,  "  a  commanded  party  crept 
undei-neath  the  stone  wall  close  by  Sherborne  Castle,  and 
gained  the  hay-stack  within  a  stone's  cast  of  their  works." 

The  exact  situation  of  this  hay-stack  does  not  appear,  but  it 
was  probably  somewhere  on  the  north  side  of  the  fortress. 

On  the  day  following  (the  6th),  the  besieged  made  a  new 
"  work,"  on  which  they  planted  some  ordnance  with  a  view  to 
dislodge  the  assailants  who  had  sheltered  themselves  behind 
the  hay-stack.  Dives's  men  were,  however,  driven  from  this 
position  and  their  guns  taken,  but  with  the  loss  of  four  officers 
wounded  and  one  killed  on  the  side  of  the  assailants. 

The  Parliamentary  troops  seemed  still  to  dwell  on  the  idea 
of  storming  the  fortress,  but  were  restrained  by  their  com- 
manders in  council,  who  were  influenced,  not  merely  by 
cautious  motives,  but  also  by  the  arrival  of  news  that  a  big 
breaching  gun  was  on  its  way  from  Portsmouth,  and  that  a 
number  of  Mendip  miners  Avere  available  for  sapping  opera- 
tions if  their  services  should  be  required. 

These  considerations  tended  to  prevent  any  hasty  or  doubt- 
ful action  on  the  part  of  the  besiegers,  who  had  to  content 
themselves  for  the  present  with  diligent  work  in  the  trenches. 
The  same  evening  a  Captain  Horsey  was  killed  by  a  sharp- 
shooter, stationed  on  one  of  the  corner  towers  of  the  castle, 

(18)  Sprigg.  ^ 
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with  a  "  birdlng-})iece."  This  officer  was  burled  fiext  day, 
together  with  a  Captain  Flemming,  whose  death  at  the  capture 
of  the  cannon  has  been  mentioned. The  first  named  officer 
was  J ohn,  third  son  of  the  Sir  George  Horsey,  wlio  made  "ducks 
and  drakes  "  of  the  noble  inheritance  of  Clifton  Maubank, 
which  had  been  enjoyed  by  his  family  from  the  time  of 
Edward  1 11.^^  The  deceased  soldier  is  said  to  have  been  the 
last  of  his  race,^^  and  we  are  told  by  Sprigg  that  he  was  buried 
*'  after  a  martiall  manner  in  the  Abbey  Church  at  Sherborne, 
being  the  place  where  Captaine  Horsey 's  ancestors  were  in- 
tombed. "^^ 

On  Friday,  the  8th,  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  whilst  engaged  in 
inspecting  the  works  of  the  besieging  party,  narrowly  escaped 
being  killed  by  one  of  his  own  men,  some  of  whom  were 
amusing  themselves  by  driving  and  shooting  the  park  deer. 

Those  who  worked  at  the  approaches  and  batteries  from  this 
time  forward  received  a  shilling  a  day,  and  as  much  by  night, 
the  duty  being  considered  especially  hazardous. 

On  Monday,  August  the  11th,  the  big  (or  as  it  was  called 
the  "whole")  cannon  arrived  from  Portsmouth,  but  the 
battery  platform  not  being  quite  ready,  it  was  not  used  for  a 
couple  of  days  after  it  had  been  brought  into  camp. 

About  this  date,  or  a  little  earlier,  Goring's  movements  in 
the  west  seemed  to  imply  that  he  had  an  idea  of  attempting  to 
raise  the  siege  ;  he  was,  however,  foiled  in  his  design  by  the 
ubiquitous  Massey,  of  which  news  reached  Sherborne  on  this 
day. 

On  Tuesday,  the  12th,  the  miners  from  Mendip  arrived  and 
at  once  commenced  their  duties,  but  were  much  hindered  by 
the  besieged  showering  lighted  faggots  on  their  heads  as  they 

(19)  In  the  Abbey  register  of  burials,  this  officer's  name  is  entered  as 
Clements."    (Hutchins,  3rd  ed.,  iv,  272) 

(20  and  21)  Rogers,  Memorials  of  the  We^t,  pp.  45  and  59. 

(22)  The  Horsey  monument  is  situated  in  what  is  called  the  ' '  Wickham  " 
chapel. 
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worked.  These  missiles  also  set  lire  to  a  wooden  bridge  which 
was  being  constructed  over  a  small  rivulet  thereby,  but  the 
flames  were  soon  got  under,  and  the  bridge  repaired. 

Fairfax,  seeing  things  so  far  advanced,  notified  to  Sir  Lewis 
Dives  that  if  Lady  Dives  or  any  women  were  in  the  castle  and 
would  like  to  come  out,  he  would  gladly  permit  them  to  do  so. 
This  courtesy  was  as  courteously  acknowledged,  but  the  otfer 
was  declined,  the  commander  expressing  his  determination  to 
hold  out  to  the  last. 

On  Wednesday,  the  13th,  the  miners  had  advanced  to  within 
six  feet  of  the  wall,  and  one  master  gunner  was  killed.  Another 
gunner  named  Jenkins  was  also  killed  by  the  man  in  the  tower 
who  made  such  good  use  of  his  fowling  piece. 

On  the  14th,  the  big  guns  were  in  full  play  by  11  a.m., 
and  before  six  in  the  evening  they  had  made  a  breach  in  the 
wall  wide  enough  to  admit  ten  men  abreast,  and  so  incessant 
was  the  lire,  that  the  ammunition  now  and  then  got  short,  on 
which  a  number  of  adventurous  soldiers  employed  themselves 
in  rushing  after  the  shot  as  they  rebounded  from  the  wall,  in 
order  to  their  being  used  again.  For  this  perilous  service 
they  Avere  rewarded  at  the  rate  of  sixpence^"^  for  each  cannon- 
ball  so  recovered  ;  \vhich  Sprigg  thought  was  not  a  bad  bargain 
on  the  part  of  the  commanders. 

On  seeing  the  practicability  of  the  breach,  Fairfax  again 
and  again  summoned  the  governor  to  surrender,  but  the  latter 
seems  by  this  time  to  have  completely  lost  his  temper,  as  after 
threatening  to  hang  the  messenger  of  peace,  he  sent  him  back 
with  a  ridiculously  bombastic  and  somewhat  insolent  refusal. 

And  now  the  work  waxed  hotter  and  hotter !  Another 
gunner  was  killed  by  the  man  with  the  fowling  piece,  and  the 
stormers  got  so  close  to  the  wall  that  the  defenders  were  un- 
able to  depress  their  muskets  sufficiently  to  make  their  lire 
efi'ectual  against  the  attacking  party,  and  so  in  default  of 

(23)  Hutcliins  says  "six  sliilliiKjs,''  but  this  is  an  evident  error.  Sprigg 
explicitly  states  the  sum  as  six  pence. 


Vol.  XL  1 1  (Third  Series,  Vol.  II),  Part  11. 
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bett\^f  weapons  they  had  to  resort  to  the  (jxpedient  of  hurling 
stces  on  the  heads  of  the  foe,  some  of  whom  had  by  this  time 
gai]!ed  possession  of  one  of  the  corner  towers,  which  gave  them 
an  opportunity,  of  which  they  were  not  slow  to  avail  them- 
selves, of  making  an  end  of  the  gallant  fellow  who  had  done 
such  execution  with  his  shot  gun. 

The  men  were  now  very  impatient  to  storm  the  inner 
defences;  of  the  castle,  but  the  caution  of  their  commanders 
again  interfered,  although  the  boldest  among  them  Avere  near 
enough  to  pluck  wool  out  of  the  packs  that  were  hung  in  front 
of  the  wall  in  order  to  mitigate  the  destructive  force  of  the 
cannon  balls.  The  besieged  meanwhile  placed  strong  guards 
at  the  breach,  and  as  the  shades  of  evening  came  on,  they 
lighted  up  the  neighbourhood  by  means  of  bonfires  within  the 
walls,  with  a  view  to  provide  as  far  as  possible  against  the 
danger  of  a  night  surprise. 

But  by  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  15th,  Sir  Lewis 
Dives,  seeing  that  all  chance  of  successful  resistance  was  over, 
and  having,  as  our  informant  says,  "  cooled  his  brain  with  a 
little  sleep,"  sent  a  curiously  worded  and  somewhat  condes- 
cending letter  to  General  Fairfax,  offering  to  surrender  the 
castle  on  such  "  conditions  as  are  fit  for  a  soldier  and  a  gentle- 
man with  honour  to  accept."  Fairfax,  with  whom  war  was  a 
serious  business,  with  success  for  its  sole  reward,  tersely  and 
somewhat  brusquely  replied,  "  No  terms  but  '  quarter,'  seeing 
he  (Sir  Lewis)  had  slipt  and  slighted  the  opportunity  ;  and  he 
was  not  to  expect  that,  except  he  rendered  speedily."^^ 

This  message  given,  the  general  proceeded  immediately  to 
the  front,  there  to  direct  in  person  the  details  of  the  impending 
assault.  Within  two  hours,  six  thousand  faggots  had  been 
got  ready  to  fill  the  ditch  in  front  of  the  breach,  and  storming 
parties  had  been  organized,  but  in  the  meantime  the  soldiers 
who  had  gained  possession  of  the  first  tower,  rushed  from  it  to 
a  second,  and  "  from  thence  proved  as  good  marksmen  as  the 

(24)  Sprigg. 
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others,"  doing  great  execution  upon  the  enemy  within,  and 
forcing  the  gunners  from  the  ordnance  defending  the  breach. 

Amongst  the  killed  in  this  melee  was  the  governor's  own 
secretary. 

In  the  meantime  the  Mendip  men  had  kept  pace  with  the 
soldiers,  and  had  penetrated  the  foundation  of  the  curtain  wall, 
where  they  laid  a  mine,  which,  however,  was  not  fired  because 
the  besiegers  rushing  pele  mele  through  the  gap,  drove  the  de- 
fenders from  the  main  court,  and  thence  from  work  to  work 
into  the  keep  itself,  which  being  perceived  by  the  rest  of  the 
troops,  the  whole  attacking  army  poured  into  the  space  within 
the  entrenched  walls.  The  commandant,  convinced  that  the 
game  was  up,  replaced  the  red  royal  banner  by  a  white  flag, 
and  sent  a  drum  to  sue  for  quarter  ;  in  this,  however,  he  was 
anticipated  by  his  own  men,  who,  throwing  down  their  arms, 
had  craved  quarter  for  themselves.  This  was  instantly 
granted  by  Fairfax's  soldiers,  who  "  inclined  rather  to  booty 
than  revenge." 

And  now  the  work  of  plunder  commenced,  in  a  somewhat 
disorderly  manner  no  doubt.  The  blood  of  the  besiegers 
being  up,  it  seemed  impossible  to  restrain  them,  but  to  their 
credit  be  it  said,  there  is  no  record  of  any  actual  outrage  after 
the  surrender  of  the  castle. 

All  who  were  found  within  its  walls,  except  Sir  Lewis  and 
Lady  Dives,  together  with  a  few  of  the  more  distinguished  in- 
mates, were  thoroughly  stripped  of  their  belongings,  and 
"  loot "  of  much  value  was  acquired.  Hutchins  says  that 
amongst  those  taken,  were  "  several  commissioners  of  array, 
three  members  of  parliament,  nine  captains,  eleven  lieutenants, 
three  cornets,  five  colours,  fifty-five  gentlemen  of  Wilts  and 
Dorset,  ten  clergymen,  six  hundred  common  soldiers,  fourteen 
hundred  arms,  thirty  horses,  besides  eighteen  pieces  of  ord- 
nance, one  mortar  and  a  murtherer.''^^^ 

The  work  of  spoliation  lasted  the  whole  day  and  most  of  the 

(25)  Hist.  Dorset,  iv,  273. 
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siicceedinii;  night,  hut  was  confined  to  the  castle  itself,  for  it 
has  heen  stated  as  a  fact  redounding  to  the  further  credit  of 
the  Parliamentary  army,  that  although  there  were  found 
amongst  the  prisoners  about  sixty  inhabitants  of  Sherborne 
who  had  taken  np  arms  in  defence  of  the  king,  yet  not  one  of 
their  residences  in  the  town,  oi-  one  of  the  inmates  thereof, 
suffered  molestation. 

The  next  day,  August  the  16th,  was  market  day,  which  the 
soldiers  celebrated  by  keeping  up  a  thriving  bit  of  traffic  with 
the  surrounding  country  folks,  in  the  disposal  of  the  booty 
that  had  fallen  into  their  hands. 

A  few  days  later  the  castle  was  condemned  to  be  "  slighted," 
that  is,  destroyed  for  all  further  purposes  of  defence;  a  decree 
that  was  duly  carried  out  in  the  following  October.  Out  of  its 
ruins,  Mi'.  Wildman,  quoting  Hutchins,  tells  us  have  been  built 
certain  additions  to  the  modern  castle  (or  lodge),  much  of  the 
stables,  part  of  the  garden  walls,  and  Castleton  Church. 

Sprigg  says,  with  truth,  that  "  the  reducing  of  this  place  was 
of  the  greater  concernment,  in  regard  of  the  influence  it  had 
upon  the  disaffected  Clubmen  in  these  parts,  who,  having  the 
countenance  of  this  garrison,  were  made  so  much  the  more 
bold  in  their  attempts  and  meetings." 

Sherborne  Castle,  from  its  position,  from  the  strength  of  its 
defences,  and  from  the  unquestionable  capacity  of  its  governor, 
had  been  a  sharp  thorn  in  the  side  of  the  Parliamentary 
general  throughout  his  campaign.  Besides  standing  in  the 
direct  path  of  troops  marching  westward,  it  had  been  near 
enough  to  the  southern  sea-bord  to  receive  and  to  give  support 
in  that  direction,  whilst  communication,  more  or  less  direct, 
could  take  place  with  Langport,  Bridgwater,  and  even  Bristol, 
so  that  apart  from  its  vicinity  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Club 
army,  its  destruction  was  as  great  a  calamity  to  the  Royalists 
as  it  was  a  boon  to  the  opposite  party. 

The  fall  of  Sherborne  left  the  king  no  stronghold  of  im- 
portance in  the  counties  of  Somerset  and  Dorset.    His  occu- 
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pation  of  Bristol  alone  prevented  Fairfax  from  being  master 
from  sea  to  sea  ;  if  that  city  could  be  wrested  from  Rupert,  all 
the  western  peninsula  comprising  the  counties  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall,  which  were  still  pretty  loyal,  would  be  shut  off  from 
Charles's  main  army.  Consequently,  at  a  council  of  war  held 
the  day  after  Dives's  surrender,  it  was  decided  that  Bristol 
should  be  at  once  attacked. 

At  the  end  of  a  week  the  Parliamentary  army  was  investing 
that  city,  and  the  siege  had  begun.  The  event  of  that  siege, 
and  the  subsequent  disgrace  of  Rupert,  are  matters  of  history, 
with  which  at  present  we  have  nothing  to  do. 


Such  then  is  the  latest  chapter  in  the  story  of  the  siu-vivor 
of  the  twin  fortresses  erected  by  Henry  I's  great  minister, 
Roger  of  Sarum,  close  upon  eight  hundred  years  ago.  1  speak 
of  Devizes  and  Sherborne. 

Of  the  former,  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  a  contemporary 
historian,  says  there  was  none  grander  within  the  confines  of 
Europe.  Of  the  latter  he  adds  that  it  was  scarcely  inferior  to 
its  sister  stronghold. 

The  Norman  castle  of  "the  Devizes"  (of  which  the  keep 
alone  remained  in  the  seventeenth  century),  has  long  since 
disappeared  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  picturesque  ruins  of  Sherborne,  so  jealously  conserved 
by  successive  owners,  remain  ; — a  standing  testimony  to  the 
truthfulness  of  the  old  chronicler.  Let  us  hope  they  may  long 
endure  as  a  venerable  landmark  in  the  history  of  this  country, 
associated  though  they  be  with  two  of  the  most  disastrous 
periods  recorded  in  that  history  : — the  days  of  Stephen  and  the 
days  of  Charles. 


Ctoo  TBarroto0  on  tbz  TBrenDon 


BY  THE  REV.   F.  HANCOCK. 


THE  two  barrows  w^hich  I  have  recently  opened  on  tlie 
Brendon  Hills  are  situate  at  the  extremity  of  a  narrow 
tongue  of  moor  which  falls  verj  abruptly  on  the  east  into 
the  valley  of  the  river  Tone,  and  on  the  north  into  the  valley 
of  a  small  tributary  of  that  stream.  About  one  hundred  yards 
in  front  of  the  barrows  run  the  remains  of  a  rampart  and  ditch, 
which  at  one  time  apparently  defended  this  piece  of  land.  The 
rampart,  and  the  fact  that  the  ford  across  the  Tone  immediately 
below  the  hill  is  called  "  Washbattle,"  have  sometimes  sug- 
gested the  idea  that  this  tongue  of  moor  was  at  one  time  the 
scene  of  some  fierce  engagement,  and  that  the  barrows  covered 
the  ashes  of  the  slain.  But  place-names  are  treacherous  things, 
and  the  contents  of  the  barrows  on  examination  disproved  any 
theory  of  the  kind. 

The  barrows  lie  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  feet  from  each 
other.  The  barrow  lying  further  to  the  north  is  the  smaller 
one.  It  measures  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  feet  in  circum- 
ference, and  eight  feet  in  depth  to  the  level  of  the  moor.  I  drove 
a  cutting  through  the  mound  from  west  to  east,  penetrating  to 
begin  with,  through  about  two  feet  of  moor  earth  and  loose 
stones.  I  then  came  upon  a  quantity  of  dark-coloured,  soft 
and  unctuous  earth,  which,  perhaps,  marked  the  spot  where 
were  laid  the  bodies  of  the  slaves  or  cattle  sacrificed  at  the 
funeral  obsequies.    Immediately  beyond  this  deposit  I  struck 
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the  customary  circle  of  stones  which  runs  round  the  barrow 
within  the  outer  covering  of  moor  earth.  The  wall  thus  made 
is  about  one  foot  thick  by  two  feet  high,  and  appears  to  be 
quite  perfect.  No  doubt,  however,  it  has  an  opening  in  it,  as 
is  invariably  the  case  with  these  circles,  at  some  point  hitherto 
unexposed.  Within  this  outer  circle  was  another  peristahth 
about  two  feet  high,  and  enclosing  a  space  of  ground  about 
ten  feet  in  diameter.  Within  this  area  I  found  fragments  of 
pottery  of  a  British  type,  which  had  apparently  been  put  there 
in  a  fragmentary  condition.  Within  it  also  was  a  hole  similar 
to  those  mysterious  holes  which  puzzled  Canon  Grreenwell  in 
his  excavations  in  the  North.  Like  those  which  Canon  Green- 
well  has  noted,  this  hole  was  about  one  foot  six  inches  in 
diameter  and  two  feet  in  depth.  I  explored  its  recesses  with 
some  eagerness,  but  found  no  reward  for  my  labours.  The 
soil  about  it,  however,  contained  many  pieces  of  dark-coloured 
material,  which  had  the  appearance  of  pieces  of  iron  rusted  to 
complete  decay.  Canon  Greenwell  considers  that  these  holes 
must  have  been  receptacles  for  food,  although  he  found  them, 
as  was  the  case  with  me,  always  apart  from  any  interment. 
Within  the  outer  covering  of  moor  earth  the  barrow  was  com- 
posed of  very  clearly  defined  alternate  strata  of  grey  and 
black  material.  This  material  appears  to  be  composed  of 
layers  of  decayed  turf  and  brushwood.  No  human  remains 
have  as  yet  been  found  in  this  barrow. 

The  southern  barrow  is  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  feet 
in  circumference  and  nine  feet  in  depth  to  the  "  floor  "  level. 
Its  arrangement  and  composition  are  practically  the  same  as 
those  of  the  other  barrow.  I  drove  a  cutting  through  this 
barrow  also  from  west  to  east ;  and,  as  in  the  previous  case, 
within  the  outer  covering  of  moor  stones  and  earth,  and  outside 
the  peristalith,  I  found  once  more  the  deposit  of  dark-coloured 
unctuous  earth.  The  stone  circle  which,  like  the  previous  one, 
is  about  two  feet  high,  is  apparently  quite  perfect.  It  is  built 
of  moor  stones  cleverly  fitted  together  without  any  kind  of 
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cemont.  Wltliin  tlie  circle,  as  in  the  other  harrow,  the  mound 
is  composed  of  the  same  clearly  defined  alternate  strata  of 
grey  and  black  pulverised  material.  In  the  centre  of  the 
harrow,  lying  on  the  level  of  the  moor,  I  found  a  small  heap 
of  calcined  bones,  which  probably  re])resented  the  first  inter- 
ment. The  floor  of  the  barrow  showed  no  sign  of  fire,  and  it 
seems  probable  that  the  body  was  burnt  at  some  other  spot 
and  then  removed  for  burial.  The  bones  appear  to  have  been 
simply  laid  on  the  surface  of  the  moor,  and  the  barrow  then 
filled  above  them  ;  at  least  I  could  find  no  trace  of  a  vase  or 
other  protection.  Near  the  bones  I  found  a  black  flint  scraper. 
Some  two  feet  above  this  primary  interment,  and  on  the  south 
side  of  the  barrow,  1  came  across  some  more  remains.  In  this 
case  the  bones  after  burning  had  been  enclosed  in  a  vase  of  an 
oval  shape.  The  vase  appears  to  have  been  inverted,  and  to 
have  stood  on  a  tile  of  about  two  inches  in  thickness.  The 
pieces  of  the  vase  were  in  so  soft  a  condition  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  separate  them  from  the  soil ;  and  it  seems  impossible 
to  piece  together  even  those  fragments  that  have  been  re- 
covered. The  vase  was  composed  of  sun-dried  clay,  and  had 
none  of  the  familiar  decoration  of  the  British  period,  such  as 
appeared  on  some  of  the  pieces  of  pottery  found  in  the  northern 
barrow.  Part  of  a  skull  formed  a  noticeable  part  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  vase.  A  little  further  to  the  west  in  the  barrow, 
and  within  some  tw^o  feet  of  the  surface,  I  came  upon  a  third 
interment.  I  was  puzzled  to  find  close  about  the  fragments 
of  bone,  pieces  of  roughly  glazed  pottery,  and  even  of  glass, 
of  a  certainly  much  later  date  than  that  of  the  building  of  the 
barrow.  Immediately  above  the  interment  a  cavity  about  two 
feet  in  depth  is  traceable.  A  man  who  lives  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  moor  told  me  with  regard  to  this  hole,  that  some  forty 
years  ago  he  was  tempted  to  explore  the  bari-ow,  and  that  on 
digging  the  hole  in  question  his  labours  were  rewarded  by  the 
discovery  of  a  weapon,  which  he  describes  as  "  a  sword  about 
three  feet  in  length."    Having  made  this  discovery  he  dug  no 
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further.  He  took  his  treasure  trove  home,  but  he  was  not 
allowed  to  retain  it  for  long.  His  mother  would  not  allow  so 
uncanny  a  thing  to  be  brought  into  the  house  further  than  the 
porch,  and  at  last  she  insisted  on  the  weapon  being  given  away 
on  account  of  the  ill  luck  it  brought  to  her  home.  Supposing 
the  weapon  to  have  been  an  iron  sword,  it  looks  as  if  some 
later  inhabitant  of  the  district  had  been  buried  in  the  barrow, 
a  thing  which  is  known  to  be  far  from  uncommon.  But  if 
this  were  the  case  one  would  have  expected  to  find  the  bones 
unburnt.  They  were,  however,  in  the  same  calcined  condition 
as  the  other  remains.  Possibly  the  weapon  was  a  bronze  one ; 
but  if  so,  three  feet  seems  to  be  an  abnormal  length  for  it.  It 
is,  of  course,  quite  possible  that  the  sword  and  the  interment 
had  no  connection  with  each  other.  On  top  of  the  barrow 
some  scrapers  composed  of  a  light-coloured  flint  were  dis- 
covered. With  each  of  the  interments  pieces  of  charcoal  were 
found,  which,  no  doubt,  had  been  gathered  up  with  the  bones 
after  the  burning.  Neither  of  the  barrows  has  as  yet  been 
exhaustively  searched. 
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Cbe  jramilg  of  SDe  Ortiaco, 


BY  REV.  E.  H.  BATES,  M.A. 


LARGE  portion  of  the  materials  for  this  paper  had 


■^^^  been  collected  before  the  appearance  of  vol.  xli,  con- 
taining Mr.  John  Batten's  Notes  on  North  Perrot.  As  the 
object  of  those  notes  was  to  trace  the  descent  of  the  manor, 
held  by  a  junior  branch  of  the  De  Urtiacos,  the  elder  line  was 
dismissed  in  a  footnote,  and  so  there  seemed  room  for  another 
article  dealing  with  the  same  family.  But  to  the  author  of 
the  Notes  I  am  much  indebted,  and  also  to  the  Rev.  F.  W. 
Weaver,  Mr.  E.  A.  Fry,  and  Mr.  B.  W.  Greenfield,  par- 
ticularly to  the  two  last  named  gentlemen  for  supplying 
transcripts  of  the  inquisitions  and  other  original  documents 
referred  to,  and  extracts  from  the  new  series  of  the  Calendars 
of  Records. 


In  the  early  mediaeval  history  of  Somerset,  few  families  can 
have  held  a  higher  position  than  that  of  De  Urtiaco  or  de 
Lorty.  In  all  probability  descended  in  the  female  line  from 
a  follower  of  the  Conqueror,  the  family,  by  a  series  of  mar- 
riages, acquired  the  lands  of  St.  Clare,  Rivel,  and  Ashleigh. 
Qualified  by  his  wide  possessions  and  his  military  skill,  one 
representative  of  the  family  married  a  near  relation  of  the 
Sovereign,  and  was  created  a  Peer  of  Parliament.  Then,  just 
when  it  might  have  been  supposed  that  their  name  would 
become  as  well  known  in  the  annals  of  England  as  Nevile, 
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Montacute  or  De  Vere,  the  recklessness  or  worse  of  his  suc- 
cessor threw  away  all  the  advantages  gained  by  his  ancestors, 
and  extinguished  the  family. 

It  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  trace  back  to  their  first 
appearance  in  the  west  as  far  as  accessible  records  will  allow, 
the  four  families  mentioned  above. 

And  first  of  St.  Clake. 

Among  the  many  tenants  of  the  earl  of  Mortain  in  Somerset 
and  Dorset,  mentioned  in  Domesday,  appears  the  name  of 
Bretel.  He  held  in  Somerset  Asshe  (brittle),  Grindeham, 
Appelie,  Welesford,  an  '  ablata  de '  Churi,  Swelle,  an  '  ablata 
de '  Bruton  in  Redlynch,  other  lands  in  Redlynch,  Berrewene, 
Stoke,  Cucklington,  Ferret,  land  in  Montacute,  all  which  was 
rated  in  Domesday  at  forty  hides.  For  his  Dorset  property 
see  Soin.  Arch.  Proceedings^  xli,  ii,  75.  This  was  a  large 
holding  for  a  sub-tenant,  but  the  Exeter  Domesday  gives  the 
clue  to  his  good  fortune,  by  adding  his  family  name,  St.  Clare 
or  St.  Clair,  which  was  that  of  a  noble  family  in  Normandy. 
Although  the  scribe  does  not  add  the  surname  to  every  entry, 
yet  as  the  various  estates  mentioned  above  are  afterwards 
found  gathered  into  one  holding,  it  may  safely  be  set  down 
that  the  Bretel  of  Somerset  and  Dorset  Domesday  is  one  and 
indivisible. 

Bretel  St.  Clare  was  a  son  of  Walderne,  Earl  of  St.  Clare,^ 
in  Normandy,  and  therefore  first  cousin  of  Eudo  St.  Clare  the 
"  Dapifer,"  Lord  of  Colchester.  The  only  Somerset  reference 
outside  Domesday  to  Bretel  is  to  be  found  in  the  Montacute 
Chartulary.  As  Britellus  de  Sancto  Claro  he  witnesses  the 
foundation  charter  of  William,  Count  of  Mortain,  and  another 
charter  records  that  he  gave  one  hide  in  Biscopeston,  i,e., 
Montacute,  the  exact  size  of  his  holding  there,  as  recorded  in 
Domesday.^ 

Where  he  lived  and  died,  and  if  he  left  any  family,  are 

(1)  .    The  Sinclairs  of  England,  ch.  v.   A  work  to  be  used  with  great  caution. 

(2)  .    Montacute  Chartulary,  S.R.S.,  viii,  nos.  1,  9. 
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questions  difficult  of  solution  ;  but  as  his  fiefs  remain  in  one 
holding  in  the  same  family,  one  son  or  other  relation  seems  to 
have  been  made  heir. 

Bretel  had  two  brothers — Richard,  who  may  be  the  Richard 
de  sender,  a  Domesday  tenant  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and 
William.  According  to  one  authority  quoted  above,  this 
William  was  the  St.  Clair  who  deserted  the  Conqueror  for 
Edgar  Atheling,  and  following  Margaret  to  the  Scottish  Court 
became  the  founder  of  the  family  which  still  bears  the  name  of 
Sinclair.  After  the  accession  of  Henry  I,  he  or  his  descendants 
would  be  able  to  return  to  England.  The  name  of  William  de 
St.  Clare  appears  in  connection  with  lands  in  Wilts  and  Dorset 
at  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  I.^  In  the  Pipe  Roll  of  5 
Henry  II  is  recorded  a  pardon  to  William  de  Sco.  Claro  of 
£20 ;  and  in  the  Roll  for  11  Henry  II,  William  de  St.  Clare  is 
entered  as  rendering  an  account  of  58  sh.  and  4:d.  to  the  Ex- 
chequer. Where  all  is  doubtful  one  may  be  allowed  to  hazard 
a  speculation  that  these  later  Williams  were  heads  of  the 
family  in  two  generations.  About  this  date  the  main  line 
seems  to  have  come  to  an  end,  as  the  name  of  St.  Clare  does 
not  occur  again  in  the  Pipe  Rolls  hitherto  published,  but  in 
the  eighteenth  year  of  the  same  reign  Walter  de  Eisselega 
(ASHLEIGH)  renders  an  almost  identical  account  of  58  sh. 
and  9d.  for  the  scutage  of  his  small  fees  in  the  same  county. 
Coupling  this  with  the  fact  that  W  alter  de  Ashleigh  undoubt- 
edly got  possession  of  most  of  the  St.  Clare  property  (as  will 
be  shown  later  on),  it  seems  very  probable  that  in  the  interval 
betw^een  these  two  dates  the  property  passed  from  one  family 
to  the  other.  That  this  transfer  followed  on  a  marriage  is  not 
unlikely,  from  an  undated  deed  in  the  Bruton  Chartulary,'^ 
whereby  Walter  de  Esselega  confirms  a  grant  of  certain  lands 
and  tithes  in  Montacute,  Bruton,  Langport  and  Knolle  in  the 
parish  of  Shepton  Montacute,  made  by  Walter,  his  father,  and 

(3)  .    Pipe  Roll,  31  Hen.  I. 

(4)  .    Bruton  Chartulary,  S.R.S.,  viii,  no.  270.. 
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Felicia,  his  mother,  "  all  which  pertained  to  the  inheritance  of 
the  said  Felicia."  This  is  pretty  conclusive  evidence  that  she 
was  an  heiress.  Her  husband  was  a  man  of  some  property  in 
Wilts  and  Gloucestershire.  In  the  former  county  he  held 
Ashley,  near  Malmesbury,  and  Sutton  (Veny  or  Fenny),  near 
Heytesbury  ;  in  the  latter  county,  King's  Charlton  by  a  grant 
from  Henry  II,  and  a  lease  of  Cheltenham  by  a  rent  of  £14 
and  Id.  from  1160.^  Walter  de  Esseleigh  (father  and  son)  had 
a  long  litigation  with  another  branch  of  the  St.  Clare  family 
concerning  these  estates,  which  was  certainly  in  being  as  early 
as  1194,  and  not  finally  settled  till  1219  by  a  fine,  for  the  terms 
of  which  see  Mr.  Batten's  paper.  The  claimant,  Ralph  de 
Seincler,  had  succeeded  to  the  paternal  property  and  lawsuit 
in  his  father's  lifetime,  as  in  1195-6  he  owed  forty  marks  for 
having  recognizance  of  five-and-a-half  knight's  fees,  of  which 
his  father  was  possessed  on  the  day  that  he  took  the  garb  of 
religion,  by  the  pledges  of  Herbert  Fitzherbert  and  Henry  de 
Alneto.  This  statement  is  taken  from  the  "  Sinclairs  in  Eng- 
land," but  the  only  reference  given  is  to  "  Old  documents 
headed  Somerset  and  Dorset." 

Ralph  de  Saint  Cler's  title  could  not  have  been  a  very 
strong  one,  as  he  was  only  able  to  get  one  manor,  that  of  Ash- 
brittle  with  its  advowson  ;  and  even  here  Walter  de  Ashleigh 
retained  the  overlordship,  as  appears  by  an  entry  in  Testa  de 
Neville,  p.  162.  In  Kirby's  Quest,  1284,^  Will,  de  Sancto 
Claro  held  the  manor  of  Henry  de  Urtiaco  for  one  knight's 
fee  of  Mortain  of  the  Barony  of  Trusterestok  (Stoke  Trister) ; 
John  Seynt  ....  is  entered  in  Nomina  Villarum  as  lord  of 
the  manor,  and  in  1339  Will,  de  Seyncler  presented  to  the 
Rectory.^    It  eventually  passed  to  the  Sydenhams. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  only  a  part  of  the  St.  Clare  manors 
are  mentioned  in  the  fine  of  1219 — those  in  Dorset  and  in  the 

(5;.    Pipe  Rolls  passim. 

(6)  .    Kirby's  Quest,  etc.,  S.R.S.,  vol.  iii. 

(7)  .    Weaver's  "Somerset  Incumbents,"  p.  308. 
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western  part  of  Somerset.  The  lands  in  East  Somerset  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  in  dispute,  and  Walter  de  Esseleigh  is  found 
dealing  with  them  as  the  acknowledged  owner.  By  a  fine,  3 
Hen.  Ill,  No.  10,  he  yields  to  Richard  Luvel  four  knights' 
fees  in  Redlis  (Redlynch)  and  Baruwe,  and  two  hides  of  lands 
in  Marcis,  receiving  in  exchange  twenty-five  marcs  in  money, 
a  palfrey,  and  two  goshawks,  and  retaining  some  interest  in 
South  Barrow,  as  in  an  inquisition  of  31  Ed.  I,  John  Pound 
is  said  to  hold  one  fee  in  Suth  barwe  of  Henry  de  Urtiaco.^ 
Marcis,  in  Somerset,  is  a  noun  of  multitude  ;  it  does  not  occur 
among  the  Domesday  holdings  of  Bretel  de  St.  Clare,  but 
may  have  been  Marsh,  part  of  Wincanton  parish,  but  adjacent 
to,  and  much  nearer,  Cucklington.  Here  in  after  times  the 
Lovels  had  a  house  and  private  chapel. 

Walter  de  Esseleigh  had  also  to  acknowledge  the  right  of 
William  de  Schollo  to  hold  of  him  three  virgates  of  land  in 
Cucklington,^  but  his  right  to  that  manor  and  the  adjoining 
one  of  Stoke  Trister  does  not  seem  to  have  been  called  in 
question. 

Collinson^^  derives  Trister  from  the  surname  del  Estre, 
which  was  borne  by  William  (de  Lestra),  another  tenant  of 
the  Count  of  Moretain  at  Bickenhall  and  Poyntington.  In 
the  Liber  Niger,  Richard  de  Lestre  has  a  barony  of  four 
knights'  fees,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  record  (except  that 
they  are  lesser  fees  of  Moretain )  to  connect  it  with  the  barony 
of  "  Trusterestok,"  which  seems  to  have  been  created  at  a  later 
time.  Eyton^^  follows  Collinson  in  his  derivation,  on  the 
ground  that  "in  the  case  of  Stoke  Trister  and  Cucklington  we 
can  find  no  symptom  of  a  descent  to  De  Esseleigh  as  happened 
to  the  other  Domesday  estates  of  Britel  de  St.  Clair,  and 
therefore  it  becomes  the  more  probable  that  they  passed  to 

(8)  .    Kirhy's  Quest,  S.R.S.,  vol.  iii,  p.  44. 

(9)  .    Fed.  Fin.,  11  Hen.  Ill,  127.    S.R.S.,  vol.  vi. 

(10)  .    Collinson,  iii,  50. 

(11)  .    Eyton,  "  Dom.  Studies  in  Somerset,"  i,  116,  117. 
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some  other  family,  such  as  that  of  Del  Estre."  Whereas,  in 
addition  to  the  Fine  of  11  Hen.  Ill  mentioned  above,  Testa 
de  Nevil  records  that  "  Walter  de  Aslega  holds  of  the  King, 
Stocke  and  Cucklington  of  the  fee  of  Morton  ; "  and  evidence 
to  the  same  effect  is  given  in  the  Hundred  Rolls. 

Trister  seems  to  have  been  added  to  Stoke  in  the  thirteenth 
century.  Trusterestok,  Kirby's  Quest  ;  Tritestok,  Nomina 
Villar. ;  Stoke  Tristres,  Drokensford's  Reg.  A  perambulation 
of  Selwood  Forest,  made  probably  in  the  reign  of  Edw.  I, 
begins  "  a  Tristro  de  Stokes,"  and  finishes  "  ad  Tristam  de 
Stokes."  Ducange  explains  "  Tristra  "  as  the  appointed  place 
for  €1  hunting-meet,  a  trysting-place  for  the  lord  and  such 
tenants  as  are  charged  to  bring  dogs  to  the  chase.  This  is 
the  most  likely  derivation,  as  it  agrees  both  with  the  position 
and  history  of  the  manor. 

[For  this  information  I  am  indebted  to  Bp.  Hobhouse's  note 
in  S.  &  D.  N.  &  Q.,  iii,  No.  236  ;  and  to  another  note  by  Rev. 
F.  W.  Weaver,  in  the  same  volume.  No.  292.] 

Walter  de  Ashleigh  probably  lived  a  good  deal  at  Stoke 
Trister  (in  one  entry  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  he  is  styled  Walter 
de  Estoke)  as  several  of  the  Bruton  charters  have  his  name 
among  the  witnesses.  On  one  occasion  he  acted  as  supreme 
arbitrator  in  a  dispute  between  the  Priory  and  Jordan  de 
Clington,  Knt.,  concerning  certain  rights  in  the  parish  of 
Brocton  (Bratton  St.  Maur),  A.D.  1228.12  In  1221-2,  he 
gave,  by  the  wish  of  his  wife  Godeheath,  i.e.,  Godiva,  the 
church  of  Swell  to  the  canons  of  Bruton.^^ 

In  the  lesser  anarchy  of  Henry  III,  Walter  contributed  a 
share,  as  the  jurors  for  the  hundred  of  Norton  under  Selwood 
complain  that  "  Walter  de  Asshleigh,  lord  of  Cucklington, 
Stoke,  and  Boyford  (Bayford)  refused  to  go  to  the  Hundred 
Court,  nor  would  he  permit  his  men  to  go  to  the  sheriff's 

(12)  .    Bruton  Cart.,  No.  100. 

(13)  .    Bruton  Cart.,  No.  177. 
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tourn,  nor  to  ^ivc  2  shillings  to  the  sheriff''s  tonrn,  as  they 
were  wont  to  do." 

Walter  de  Esseleigh,  Thomas  Briton',  Will.  fil.  Walter,  and 
Matthew  Wak',  in  1243,  gave  fealty  to  the  king  for  six-and-a- 
half  fees  of  Moretain,  which  they  had  inherited  as  cousins  and 
heirs  of  Henry  fil.  Richard.^^ 

This  "noble  man"  lived  at  Charlton  Adam,  and  among  the 
Bruton  charters^^  are  two  concerning  a  grant  from  the  Priory 
to  him  of  a  free  chapel  in  his  court  at  Charlton,  and  his  grant 
in  return  of  divers  parcels  of  land  in  the  same  village ;  and  a 
confirmation  of  this  arrangement  by  Bishop  Jocelin  in  the 
thirty-second  year  of  his  pontificate,  1237-8. 

Mr.  Batten^®  gives  the  descent  of  Henry  Fitz-Richard  from 
Haimo,  a  Domesday  tenant  of  the  Earl  of  Moretain  at  Buck- 
horn  Weston,  CO.  Dorset,  but  does  not  shew  how  these  four 
individuals  came  to  be  in  luck's  way.  Anderson^^  has  a  per- 
fectly different  tale.  He  makes  Weston  to  be  Weston-in- 
Gordano,  and  Henry  Fitz-Richard  to  be  a  Lovel  of  the  house 
of  Yvery,  and  of  Castle  Cary,  in  Somerset.  He  then  adds 
that  Weston  was  given  to  the  four  sisters  of  Henry  and  so  was 
parted  among  them.  The  one  grain  of  truth  here  may  be  the 
mention  of  four  sisters,  who  on  this  supposition  married  the 
four  heirs  mentioned  above ;  and  in  those  days  a  wife  conveyed 
all  her  rights  to  her  husband.  The  fact  that  this  windfall 
caused  no  permanent  addition  to  the  family  property  also 
points  to  the  conclusion  that  Walter  de  Ashleigh  only  claimed 
in  right  of  his  wife  ;  otherwise  his  sister  would  have  been 
entitled  to  one  share  in  her  own  right,  and  to  her  brother's  on 
his  death,  but  there  is  no  trace  of  any  such  increment. 

Walter  de  Essheleigh  died  in  1245-6,  childless  his  exe- 
cutors had  to  obtain  a  mandate  from  the  king  before  they 

(14)  .  Excerpt  e  Rot.  Fin.,  27  Hen.  III. 

(15)  .  Bruton  Cart.,  nos.  205,  206. 

(16)  .  Historical  Notes  on  S.  Somerset,  p.  124, 

(17)  .  Andersori'ii  House  of  Yvery,  i,  230  ;  GoUinson,  iii,  172. 

(18)  .  Inq.  p.m.,  Walter  de  Esseleigh,  30  Hen.  Ill,  no.  19. 
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could  have  free  administration  of  his  effects.^^  The  writ  to 
the  sheriff  of  Somerset  to  hold  an  inquisition  is  dated  17th 
June,  30  Hen.  Ill  (1246).  The  jury,  William  Malerbe, 
Thomas  de  Cruket,  Alan  de  fForneus,  Nicholas  Durevile, 
Osbert  de  Barinton,  Nigell  de  lUebere,  John  de  EfFham, 
Robert  Burnel,  Adam  de  Lega,  Hugo  Bochard,  Stephen  de 
Stafford,  and  John  Selftayn,  found  that  Walter  de  Esselegh 
held  in  Somerset  eight  carucates  of  land  worth  £19  9.<f.  and 
1  farthing,  by  the  service  of  the  fees  of  Morteyn.  "  Mabel  his 
sister  is  his  heir,  and  is  60  years  old  and  more." 

The  Gloucestershire  Inquisition  taken  at  the  same  time 
returns  that  he  held  land  in  Charlton,  partly  in  demesne  and 
partly  in  the  tenure  of  his  tenants. 

His  sister  Mabel  had  married  Richard  RIVELL,  Lord  of 
Langport,  but  had  been  a  widow  since  1222.  As  her  eldest 
great-grandson  was  now  five  years  old,  we  may  reasonably 
suppose  that  the  "  amplius  "  of  the  jury  gives  an  addition  of 
ten  or  fifteen  years  to  her  age  ;  and  this  brings  the  time  of 
her  birth  to  the  date  at  which  her  father  first  appears  as  a 
landowner  in  Somerset,  a  position  which  was  inferred  to 
have  been  gained  by  marriage. 

Richard  Rivell,  sen.,  her  father-in-law,  is  set  down  in  the 
Liber  Niger  as  holding  Langport  and  Curry  (now  Curry 
Rivel)  by  the  service  of  two  knights.  In  the  Hundred  Rolls 
the  jury  find  that  the  Burgh  of  Langport  was  given  to  Richard 
Revel  by  Henry  II  ;  though  CoUinson,  on  the  strength  of  a 
charter  in  the  Tower  of  London,  would  make  the  donor  to  be 
Richard  I.  This  Avas  probably  a  confirmation  of  the  previous 
grant.  This  charter  was  produced  by  Henry  de  Urtiaco  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Quo  Warranto  inquisition  as  his  title 
deed  of  the  advowson  of  Curry  Rivel,  but  on  examination  there 
was  found  to  be  no  mention  of  the  advowson,  and  Henry  put  him- 
self under  the  king's  grace.    He  afterwards  received  it  back.^" 

(19)  .    Excerpt  e  Rot.  Fin.,  30  Hen.  Ill,  m.  7. 

(20)  .    Patent  Rolls,  8  Edw.  I,  in  49th  Rep.  D.-K.  of  Records,  p.  110. 
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Together  with  Margaret,  daughter  of  Ralph  Tabuel,  llichard 
Kivcl,  held  DoAvnhead  in  West  or  Abbot's  Camel,  the  soHtary 
fee  pertaining  to  Muchehiey  Abbey.  Richard  Rivell  was,  in 
1191,  sheriff  of  Cornwall.  Father  and  son  were  both  dead  by 
1222,  as  in  that  year  the  sheriff'  was  directed  to  find  out  how 
much  land  Richard  de  Rivell  held  m  capite  in  his  bailiwick, 
and  to  ^ive  seisin  to  Henry  del  ORTIAY  and  Sabina  his 
wife,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Richard  Rivell.^^  This  surname 
seems  first  to  appear  in  the  reign  of  John,  and,  in  the  records 
of  that  reign,  its  holder  is  often  mentioned.  It  is  Latinized  as 
de  Urtiaco  and  then  translated  into  a  French  form  as  de  I'Orty 
or  Lorty.  On  the  older  records  it  is  frequently  aspirated  as 
Hort  or  Hortay  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  this  may  be  a 
genuine  Anglo-Saxon  surname.^^  The  first  mention  of  Henry 
occurs  in  1215,  in  the  Close  Rolls,  when  Henry  de  Hortyay  is 
commanded  to  give  the  king's  hawk  to  the  men  of  the  Earl 
Marshall.^^  As  Pitney  Lorty  was  held  by  the  service  of  ren- 
dering a  hawk  yearly,  it  would  seem  to  have  been  already 
granted  to  him.  In  the  same  year  the  keeper  of  the  castle  of 
Winchester  is  to  let  "  our  beloved  and  faithful "  Henry  de 
Ortyeye  remain  there,  as  he  is  to  speak  about  getting  ships 
ready  at  Southampton,  and  he  has  an  order  for  "  20  dolia 
vini"  from  the  royal  stores  there.^^  In  1216  he  is  constable 
of  Bedford  and  rewarded  with  the  "  tenseries  "  taken  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire. From  these  notices  it  appears  that  Henry  was 
high  in  favour  with  King  John,  though  this  can  hardly  be  to 
his  credit. 

The  names  of  his  five  sons,  Richard,  Henry,  John,  Walter, 
and  William  are  given  in  the  list  of  witnesses  to  the  foundation- 
deed  of  the  chantry  in  Swelle  church  which  their  grand- 
mother, Mabel  Rivel,  set  up  within  the  period  1245-1252. 

(21)  .  Excerpt  e  Rot.  Fin.,  6  Hen.  Ill,  m.  2. 

(22)  .  Somerset  and  Dorset  Notes  and  Queries  ii,  29. 

(23)  .  Close  Rolls,  vol.  i,  13  John. 

(24)  .  Close  Rolls,  vol.  i,  1216. 
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This  deed  was  confirmed  by  Walter  de  Urtiaco,  lord  of  Swelle 
in  1273.^^  There  was  also  one  daughter,  Petronilla,  who 
married  William  le  Marescliall,  and  was  endowed  by  her 
mother  with  King's  Charlton.^^  Richard,  the  eldest  son,  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Nicholas  de  Moeles,  and  died  in  his  mother's 
lifetime  leaving  an  infant  son,  Henry. 

The  fortunes  of  the  second  son,  Walter,^*^  have  been  traced 
by  Mr.  J.  Batten  in  his  paper  on  N.  Perrot.  This  manor  he 
purchased  from  his  next  brother  tJohn,^*^  whom  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  identify  with  the  John  de  Urtiaco  who  held  the 
manor  of  Axford,  near  Ramsbury,  co.  Wilts,  about  this  time, 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.  He  was  a  person  of  some  position, 
having  married  Maud,  daughter  of  John  Lord  Lovel,  and  his 
daughters  married  into  good  families.  Sibyl  the  elder  was 
the  Mdfe  of  Sir  Laurence  de  St.  Martin,  and  Margaret  the 
younger  wedded  Henry  de  Esturmi ;  and  so  the  arms  of 
Urtiaco  are  quartered  by  several  "  noble  and  gentle  "  families 
of  the  West  of  England.  Sir  Harris  Nicholas^^  and  Bankes 
identify  this  John  with  another  one,  son  and  heir  of  Henry 
Baron  de  Urtiaco,  and  state  that  the  title  to  the  barony  is  in 
abeyance  between  the  descendants  of  the  two  coheiresses ;  but 
this  is  an  error ;  and  it  may  even  be  doubted  whether  the 
Urtiacos  of  Wilts  have  any  connexion  with  those  in  Somerset, 
as  the  arms  are  quite  different.  The  Wilts  family  bearing 
"per  pale,  az.  and  gules,  a  lion  rampant  or,"^*^  and  the 
Somerset  family  "  az.,  a  cross  or." 

William  the  youngest  brother  seems  to  have  dropped  out  of 
sight,  unless  he  is  the  William  de  Urtiaco  who,  in  1265,  had  to 
pay  a  fine  of  sixty  marcs  to  Robert  de  Mellent  for  having 
married  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Nicholas  de  Meriet,  without  his 

(25)  .  Reg.  Ralph  de  Salopia,  S.E.S.  ix,  p.  384. 

(26)  .  Inq.  p.m.,  54  Hen.  Ill,  no.  47  (Roberts'  Cal.  Geneal.) 

(27)  .  Som.  Arch.  Soc.  Proc,  xli,  ii  77. 

(28)  .  Fed.  Fin.,  22  Edw.  I,  no.  17,  S.R.S.,  vol.  vi. 

(29)  .  Peerage  Synopsis  i,  389.    Bankes'  Baronia  i,  292. 

(30)  .  Wilts  Magazine,  iv,  232. 
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leave. An  individual  of  the  same  name  was  accused  by  the 
jurors  of  the  Hundred  of  Hunesberge  (Houndsborou^h)  of 
taking  strays  without  any  warrant. 

Henry  de  Urtiaco,  in  1237,  obtained  licence  of  the  king  to 
impark  his  woods  in  Curry  Rivel,  in  order  to  be  exempt  from 
the  regard  of  the  neighbouring  forest  of  Neroche.^^  He  died 
1242,  and  Sabina  his  widow  did  homage  for  all  the  lands  held 
jointly  with  her  late  husband. In  1252  she  inherited  the  St. 
Clare  and  Esseleigh  properties  on  the  death  of  her  mother.^* 
The  writ  for  the  inquisition  is  dated  18th  May,  1252,  and  the 
jury  Richard  de  Bureton,  Baudewyne  de  Wykes,  Richard 
Coppe,  Hugh  de  Pidele,  Richard  le  Veil,  Philip  Bochard, 
Richard  Wolward,  Robert  son  of  Thomas,  Robert  de  Aula, 
William  de  Wedmoreslond,  Alexander  de  RufFegrey  and 
Adam  Russell  returned  that  Mabel  Rivel  held  of  the  king  in 
capite  the  manors  of  Stokes,  worth  £20  4:sh. ;  Swelle,  worth 
£15  2sh.  ;  and  Paret  (North  Perret),  worth  £11  5s,  \  by  the 
service  of  one  knight  of  the  fee  of  Moretain  ;  also  some  smaller 
parcels  of  land  m  Swelle  held  of  the  Abbot  of  Athelney  and 
Ralph  Daubeny  respectively.  Her  heir  was  Sabina  de  Ortiaco, 
aged  40  years  "  et  magis."^^ 

After  her  succession  to  the  property  Sabina  was  summoned 
by  Ralph  Hose  to  supply  the  customs  and  services  which  she 
owed  for  her  holding  in  Parva  Benham  and  La  Lade.  These 
places  may  still  be  found  in  KnoUe  and  Long  Sutton.  A  duel 
was  waged  between  them  in  the  court,  which  Sabina's  cham- 
pion presumably  lost,  as  she  agreed  to  render  the  services 
regularly  for  the  future.^^  The  name  of  her  seneschall,  R.  de 
Cammel,  appears  in  "  Bruton  Chartulary,  no.  271."  By  a 
deed  sans  date  she  gave  all  her  lands  in  Long  Load  (but 

(31)  .  Abbrev.  Placit.,  51  Hen.  III.    Bruton  Cart.,  no.  175. 

(32)  .  CoUinson  i,  26. 

(33)  .  Excerpt  e  Rot.  Fin.,  26  Hen.  Ill,  m.  3. 

(34)  .  Excerpt  6  Rot.  Fin.,  36  Hen.  III. 

(35)  .  Inq.  p.m.,  Mabel  Rivell,  36  Hen.  Ill,  no.  77  (Roberts  for  date). 
(30).  Ped.  Fin.,  .33  Hen.  Ill,  74. 


The  Family  of  De  Urtiaco. 


37 


query  if  not  Little  Load,  as  Long  Load  is  in  Martock)  to 
Robert  Corbyn.^^  By  a  fine  levied  in  tbe  octave  of  S.  Micbael, 
35  Hen.  Ill  (1251),  Sybilla  de  Gundevill  quit-claimed  to 
Sabina  del  Ortiay  tbe  manors  of  Chory  and  Langeford.^^  A 
Hugh  de  Gundevill  appears  in  the  Pipe  Roll  of  2  Hen.  II 
and  onwards,  as  holding  of  the  king  Laport  and  Curiet  with 
the  Hundred,  by  a  rent  of  £40  ;  and  among  the  Wells  MSS.^^ 
is  a  charter  sans  date  whereby  Hugh  de  Gundevill  restores  to 
the  church  of  Cury  all  the  lands  called  Hunniland,  in  North 
Cory,  which  he  had  subtracted,  "  malo  consilio."  What  par- 
ticular manor  of,  or  in  Curry  was  in  dispute,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  discover;  but  Langeford  may  be  a  part  of  Swelle,  where 
a  manor  house  bearing  that  name  was  visited  by  the  Society 
during  the  Langport  Meeting.*^ 

Sabina  de  Urtiaco  did  not  long  survive  her  mother  as  an 
"Extent"  of  her  lands  after  her  death^^  was  taken  on  Tuesday, 
12th  of  May,  1254,  before  the  Abbot  of  Pershore  and  John  de 
Aura  the  Escheator  in  Somerset.  William  Doylly,  Richard 
de  Bureton,  John  Gulofre,  William  del  Abse,  Ralph  de 
Bradeway  and  John  le  Chill,  returned  that  the  manor  of 
Curry  Rivell  contained  a  fishery,  a  mill,  twelve  free  tenants, 
two  Hundreds,  and  the  ville  of  Langport  which  was  worth 
viii/z  vii*.  vii^^.  ^  ;  the  total  value  of  the  manor  being  £42 
7^.  A  second  jury,  Philip  '  Miles,'  William  '  Stabularius,' 
Adam  de  Berehull,  Ralph  de  Marisco,  Thomas  le  Drake,  and 
John  de  Paris  returned  that  Pitney  with  its  pigeon-house, 
mill,  gardens,  rents  of  free  tenants,  labour  dues  of  customary 
tenants  (consuetudinarium),  pleas  of  court  and  other  per- 
quisites was  worth  £18  17^.  ?>\d.  The  same  jury  returned 
that  the  ville  of  Cnolle  (Knolle,  in  Long  Sutton)  with  a  reed 
bed  and  other  sources  of  income  was  worth  £13  12^.  Sd.  Also 

(37)  .  Collinson  iii,  11,  citing  Cart.  Ant. 

(38)  .  Ped.  Fin.,  35  Hen.  Ill,  82. 

(39)  .  Wells  Cath.  MSS.,  5,  157. 

(40)  ,  Som.  Arch.  Proc,  xl,  i,  26. 

(41)  .  Inq.  p.m.,  Sabina  de  Urtiaco,  38  Hen.  HI,  43. 
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that  the  manor  of  Stokes  with  its  belongings  was  worth  £22 
\2s,  9d.;  making  a  grand  total  of  £97  lO.s-.  6 ^r/.,  from  which 
must  be  deducted  33*-.  '6d.,  due  to  several  over-lords. 

The  manors  of  Curry  liivell  and  Stokes  were  held  of  the 
king  in  capite  by  military  service,  and  the  manor  of  Pitney  by 
a  yearly  rent  of  20s.  ;  the  ville  of  Knolle  was  held  of  the 
Abbot  of  Athelney  and  Ralph  Hese  by  a  rent  of  135.  4rf. 
Further,  that  a  son  of  the  late  Richard  de  Urtiaco  was  the 
nearest  heir,  but  the  jury  did  not  know  his  age. 

The  heir,  being  under  age,  was  committed  to  the  charge  of 
Ebulo  de  Montibus.^^  Four  years  later  it  was  found  necessary 
to  hold  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  suitors  of  the 
Hundred  courts  of  Abbedik  and  Bulston,  for  after  the  death 
of  Sabina  de  Urtiaco  they  had  refused  to  come  to  the  Three- 
week  court  as  they  had  been  accustomed. 

It  has  hitherto  been  considered  that  Henry  (for  such  was 
the  name  of  the  infant  heir)  is  the  same  person  as  Henry  de 
Urtiaco  who,  with  Walter  his  brother,  in  1263,  executed  a 
cross  settlement  of  lands  in  Swelle,  with  remainders  over  to 
John  and  William  their  younger  brothers.  In  this  case  he 
must  have  been  born  in  or  before  1241.  But  an  inquisition 
taken  1272,  after  death  of  Ralph  Inweaus,^  returned  that  he 
held  half  a  knight's  fee  in  Knole  (parish  of  Shepton  Mon- 
tacute),  reckoned  for  a  manor,  of  Henry  del  Ortyay,  heir  of 
Richard  del  Ortyay,  deceased,  '  who  is  under  age,  and  the 
king's  ward '  ;  and  one  can  hardly  suppose  that  the  jurors 
could  have  returned  as  under  age  a  young  man  of  thirty.  If 
Henry  w^as  still  under  age  in  1272,  he  must  have  been  an 
infant  in  1252,  perhaps  not  yet  baptised,  and  this  would 
account  for  the  jurors'  ignorance  of  his  Christian  name.  It  has 
also  been  noticed  that  Walter,  owner  of  Swelle,  who  confirmed 

(42)  .    Som.  Arch.  Proc,  xli,  ii  76. 

(43)  .    Chanc.  Inq.,  p.m.,  42  Hen.  Ill,  no.  22. 

(44)  .  Inq.,  p.m.,  Ralph  Inweaus  als.  Ives,  56  Hen.  Ill,  no.  5.  Collinson 
iii,  118,  considered  that  this  was  Knowle  S.  Giles  in  S.  Petherton  Hundred, 
but  Kirby^s  Quest. ,  p.  23,  shows  that  it  was  Knole  in  Shepton  Montague. 
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and  augmented  the  endowment  of  the  chantry  at  Swelle,  refers 
to  the  foundress,  Mabil  Revel,  as  his  grandmother,  which  would 
have  been  incorrect  if  he  had  been  the  son  of  Richard. 

A  possible  solution  of  the  difficulty  may  be  that  Sabina  de 
Urtiaco  in  her  lifetime  enfeolFed  her  younger  sons  in  some 
portions  of  the  property;  Swelle  being  divided  between  Henry 
and  Walter,  and  Perrot  falling  to  the  share  of  John  (these  places 
are  not  mentioned  in  the  Inquisition  held  after  her  death); 
that  Henry  and  Walter  levied  the  fine  of  1263  to  consolidate 
their  respective  holdings,  and,  in  case  of  the  death  of  either 
brother  sans  issue,  to  provide  for  the  succession  of  the  survivor; 
and  that  Henry  may  have  so  died  before  1273,  when  Walter 
alone  confirms  and  augments  the  grant  of  his  grandmother, 
which  is  witnessed  by  William  his  brother,  but  not  by  Henry. 
Though  this  is  avowedly  an  hypothesis,  it  may  be  allowed  to 
remain  at  present. 

In  the  Patent  Roll  for  1280^^  is  recorded  an  exemption  for 
life  to  Walter  Urtiaco  (?  Hort),  at  instance  of  Robert  Bishop 
of  Bath  and  Wells,  from  serving  on  assizes,  juries,  or  recog- 
nitions. This  would  imply  that  Walter  was  getting  on  in 
years. 

Assuming  then  that  Henry  came  of  age  in  1273,  the  year 
after  the  accession  of  the  warlike  Ed^vard  I,  we  will  try  to 
follow  his  fortunes  as  far  as  the  edax  rerum  "  will  permit. 
A  tenant  in  capite  by  military  service  was  bound  to  render  his 
lord  service,  both  in  the  council  chamber  and  on  the  tented 
field ;  and  we  shall  see  that  Henry  was  valued  in  either 
capacity,  being  apparently  a  prototype  of  Lord  Marmion,  "  in 
close  fight  a  champion  grim,  in  camp  a  leader  sage." 

First  of  all  he  had  to  answer  for  divers  encroachments  made 
in  the  reign  of  the  late  king,  and  now  brought  to  light  by  the 
jurors  of  the  Hundreds.  He  was  obliged  to  surrender,  for  a 
time,  the  advowson  of  Curry  Rivel,  but  was  more  fortunate 
with  his  franchise  of  Abbideke  and  Bulston  Hundreds,  being 

(45).    49th  Report  of  Deputy  Keeper,  p.  178. 
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ordered  to  hold  tliem  without  let  and  hindrance  for  the  present, 
and  his  title  was  confirmed  before  the  date  of  Kirby's 
Quest,  1285.  His  martial  experiences  began  with  the  Welsh 
war,*^  1277.  Henry  de  Urtiaco,  with  five  followers  (the  names 
of  three  are  given — William  de  Trum,  William  de  la  Harboter, 
and  Adam  de  Milverton),  attended  the  general  muster  at  Wor- 
cester within  eight  days  of  F.  St.  John  Bapt. ;  and  thence 
marched  against  Llewelyn's  forces  in  Caermarthen  and  West 
Wales.  On  the  renewal  of  the  war  in  1282,  he  served  first  at 
Rhuddlan  and  later  in  West  Wales.  As  he  was  resummoned 
in  the  early  spring  of  1283,  he  apparently  had  gone  home  in 
the  autumn,  and  so  escaped  the  Crimean  horrors  of  a  winter 
campaign  among  the  Welsh  hills.  That  he  did  not  escape 
scatheless  is  shown  by  a  grant  (recorded  in  the  Patent  Rolls) 
to  cut  wood  in  the  royal  forest  of  Neroche,  on  account  of  his 
services  in  Wales,  and  by  a  precept  to  levy  scutage  from  all 
his  tenants  by  military  service.*^  He  was  summoned  to  the 
Parliament  held  at  Shrewsbury,  Michaelmas,  1283,  where 
David,  Llewelyn's  successor,  was  sentenced  to  death  as  a 
traitor. 

For  some  years  after  no  writs  are  recorded,  and  he  em- 
ployed part  of  his  leisure  in  getting  into  mischief.  In  1292 
he  paid  a  fine  of  £150  for  receiving  a  pardon  for  all  his  trans- 
gressions committed  in  the  forests,  chaces,  and  parks  of  the 
king  and  others  down  to  the  day  of  confession,  with  a  further 
amercement  for  trying  to  suppress  the  fine,  by  not  having  it 
entered  on  the  Rolls  of  Chancery .^^  It  is  likely  that  this 
refers  to  some  unlawful  hunting  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stoke 
Trister,  which  was  adjacent  to  the  royal  forests  of  Selwood, 
Gillingham,  and  Blackmore. 

About  this  period  he  married  a  lady  whose  Christian  name 

(46)  .    These  references  are  taken  from  Palgrave's  Parliamentary  Writs, 
Alphabetical  Digest.  Persons. 

(47)  .    Collinson,  iii,  50. 

(48)  .    Abbrev.  Rot.  Originalia,  20  Ed.  I,  vol.  i. 


TJte  Fdniih/  of  De  Urtiaco. 


41 


was  Sibilla,  and  at  present  this  is  all  that  can  be  stated  posi- 
tively about  her.  The  newly-issued  Patent  Rolls  of  1  Ed.  Ill, 
however,  record  a  grant  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  heir  of 
David  Earl  of  Athol  to  Isabella  dc  Hello  Alonte  (Beaumont), 
Lady  de  Urtiaco,  the  king's  kinswoman.*^  Isabella  was  the 
sister  of  Henry,  first  Baron  Beaumont,  of  "  noble  though  not 
clearly  defined  French  descent,"  and  her  first  husband  was 
tJohn  de  Vesci,  of  Alnwick,  Northumberland,  who  died,  s.p., 
1286.  The  expression  "  domina  "  not  of  an  estate,  but  of  a 
surname  or  title,  apparently  imj^lies  a  corresponding  rank  or 
position,  and  as  there  was  only  one  Baron  Urtiaco,  on  this 
supposition  there  could  only  be  one  "  Lady  "  de  Urtiaco.  On 
the  other  hand,  Sybil  and  Isabella  are  distinct  names  and  not, 
as  a  rule,  interchangeable  still,  as  suc-h  an  instance  does 
occur  in  the  Register  of  Ralph  de  Salop.^^  where  we  find 
Isabella  de  Moun  and  Sybil  de  Mohun,  in  1334,  referring  to 
the  same  person,  it  is  evident  that  this  rule  is  not  without 
exceptions.  Little  weight  need  be  attached  to  the  fact  that 
Sybil  de  Urtiaco,  before  1  Ed.  Ill,  had  remarried  John  de 
Mohun,  of  Dunster,  and  should  therefore  appear  as  Sybil  de 
Mohun,  as  a  widow  sometimes  retained  the  name  of  her  first 
husband  after  marriage  to  a  second. 

The  names  of  three  of  Henry's  children  are  known  :  John, 
his  heir,  Richard,  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ralph  de  Middleney, 
of  Low  Ham,  near  Langport. 

In  1294,  Henry  was  summoned  to  attend  the  king  on  an  ex- 
pedition into  Gascony.  Two  years  later  he  was  required  to 
attend  the  general  muster  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne  to  perform 
military  service  against  the  Scots.  As  a  reward  for  his  ser- 
vices, at  the  next  Parliament  held  at  Salisbury,  1297,  he  was 
summoned  among  the  peers.    It  was  a  busy  year  for  him.  He 

(49)  .  Pat.  Rolls,  1327-;^(),  p.  \M. 

(50)  .  Cokayne,  "New  Peerage,'"  p.  28'!. 

(51)  .  Martin,  "  Record  Interpreter.  " 

(52)  .  8.  U.S.,  ix,  pp.  161,  172. 
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was  certified  (along  with  Walter  de  Urtiaco)  to  have  £20  of 
land  in  Somerset  and  Dorset,  and  was  summoned  to  attend  a 
military  council  at  Rochester  and  thence  to  pass  into  Flanders. 
This  certificate  was  intended  to  stifle  any  remonstrance  against 
the  continual  Avarfare,  of  which  the  whole  nation  began  to  com- 
plain. At  one  of  these  military  councils  the  king  and  Bigod  Earl 
of  Norfolk  exchanged  rough  threats  and  profane  puns  without 
moving  the  subject's  determination  to  obtain  some  relaxation 
of  the  perpetual  demands  for  personal  service.  The  summons 
still  arrived.  In  1298  came  another  marching  order  for  Flan- 
ders, and  a  fresh  one  for  Scotland.  The  year  after  Henry 
again  sat  in  Parliament  among  the  barons,  when  Edward  re- 
newed the  Great  Charter.  In  1300  he  was  returned  as  worth 
£40  ;  and  was  summoned  to  march  against  the  Scots.  We  find 
no  more  summons  during  the  rest  of  Edw.  I's  reign,  and  Henry 
seems  to  have  been  looking  after  his  property.  He  obtained 
a  charter  of  free  warren  in  all  his  demesne  lands  in  Stoke 
Trister,  1304  ;  also  a  market  and  a  fair  at  Cucklington,  and 
another  market  at  Westover,  by  Langport.^^  Two  years  later 
he  obtained  for  Broadway  a  market  and  fair,  to  be  held  on 
the  feast  of  St.  Aldhelm,  and  to  this  date  Mr.  Pooley  woidd 
refer  the  beautiful  churchyard  cross  still  standing.^^ 

After  the  accession  of  Edward  II,  Henry  Urtiaco  was  sum- 
moned to  the  Scotch  war  in  1309.  He  was  at  home  again  in 
1310,  when  he  received  a  confirmation  of  the  former  grant  of 
Hundreds  of  Abedich  and  Bolston.  In  this  year  he  made  a 
settlement  of  some  lands  upon  himself  and  his  wife  Sybilla. 
As  these  were  held  of  the  king  by  military  service,  an  Inqui- 
sition, "  ad  quod  damnum,"'^''  was  held  at  Langport,  26th  April, 
1310.  The  jury  (some  of  the  names  are  now  illegible) 
....  Ruffgree,  Walter  Ysaakes,  Richard  ffraunkeleyn,  John 

(53)  .  Calend.  Rot.  Chart.,  32  Ed.  I,  No.  3. 

(54)  .  CoUinson,  i,  18. 

(55)  .  Old  Crosses  of  Somerset,  166. 

(56)  .  Inq.  ad  quod  damn.,  3  Edw.  II,  no.  47. 
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de  Pedertoii,  Hugh  atte  Burgh,  Nicholas  Person,  Robert 
Grey,  .  .  .  de  Lodene,  John  Burgeys,  Koger  Lonechep,  and 
William  Baldewyne  found  that  the  king  would  suffer  no  loss 
if  Henry  de  Urtiaco  was  alloAved  to  grant  his  manors  of  Cury 
Ryvel  and  Langport,  with  advowson  of  C-ury  Ryvel  to 
Geoffrey  de  Putteneye,  clerk,  in  trust  for  himself  and  his  wife 
Sibilla,  with  remainder  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  Henry. 
Further,  that  he  also  held  the  manors  of  Pitney,  Cucklington, 
Assheleigh,  and  Knolle,  and  two  carucates  of  land  in  Fenny 
Sutton. 

There  is  httle  more  in  print  of  Henry's  doings  for  some 
years.  He  gave,  about  this  period,  to  the  Abbey  of  Bindon 
the  suit  of  court  with  the  homage  of  Stoke  Tristere  (Hutchins's 
"Dorset"  i,  351,  where  the  donor  is  called  "  Cyriaco  vel 
Soliaco  " — communicated  by  Canon  Mayo). 

In  1316,  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  issued  a  commission  to 
the  Dean  and  three  Canons  to  enquire  into  a  complaint  against 
Henry  de  Urtiaco  for  violating  ecclesiastical  liberties  at 
Huish  (probably  Huish  Episcopi,  near  Langport)."  The 
result  of  the  enquiry  into  this  somewhat  vague  charge  is  not 
on  record. 

At  the  same  time  the  flood  of  writs  to  personal  attendance 
in  the  Scotch  war  again  set  in,  three  being  sent  in  1316, 
two  in  1317,  and  two  in  1319.  This  reiteration  seems  to 
show  that  Henry  no  longer  could  mount  his  war  horse  ;  in 
fact,  his  years  were  rapidly  approaching  three  score  and  ten, 
and  he  died  10th  September,  1321. 

The  monument  erected  to  this  distinguished  member  of  the 
Baronage  may  still  be  seen  in  the  church  of  Curry  Rivel. 
The  east  end  of  the  north  aisle  appears  to  have  been  turned 
into  a  chantry  chapel.  In  the  north  wall  are  five  recesses, 
differing  in  size,  but  of  the  same  design,  though  perhaps  not 
all  of  the  same  age.  A  trefoil  arch  rests  on  capitals  whic-i 
are  supported  on  pillars,  at  present  not  above  nine  inches  in 

(57).    Drokensford  S.R.S.,  i,  p.  11/. 
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leiiii^tli,  owiiio-  to  the  level  of  the  Hoor  having  been  raised. 
Over  each  areh  is  a  trianguhir  lieaded  canopy,  and  the  wall 
surface  between  the  arch  and  canopy  is  decorated  with  rosettes 
and  long  stalked  flowers  carved  in  low  relief.  In  the  central 
recess  reposes  the  full  length  figure  of  an  armed  knight.  He 
is  clad  in  chain  mail  which  fits  closely  round  his  head,  leaving 
only  the  face  bare  :  over  the  hody  armour  is  a  loose  garment 
cut  well  back  at  the  shoulders  as  if  to  give  the  arms  full  play  ; 
the  right  arm,  ])artly  broken  of!',  stretches  across  the  })reast 
to  grasp  the  sword  which  is  held  up  by  the  left  arm  ;  over  the 
left  arm  is  suspended  the  shield.  As  this  is  turned  toward 
the  walls,  the  arms  are  not  seen,  but  they  easily  may  be  made 
out  to  be  a  plain  cross.  This,  when  emblazoned  is  azure^  a 
cross  07'.^^  Although  the  legs  have  been  broken  off,  enough 
remains  to  show  that  they  were  crossed,  not  that  any  sym- 
bolical meaning  is  to  be  attached  to  that  attitude. 

The  recesses  on  either  side,  a  size  smaller  than  the  central 
one,  each  contain  the  figure  of  a  youth  clad  in  a  long  garment 
leaving  the  feet  visible  ;  the  hair  round  the  face  is  curled  in 
the  fashion  shown  on  the  coins  of  the  early  Edwards.  Of  the 
two  outside  and  smallest  recesses,  one  only  is  visible  at  the 
present  time  ;  the  eastern  one  being  entirely  hidden  behind 
an  enormous  monument,  intended  to  commemorate  certain 
Jenningses,  which  is  of  the  size  and  dimensions  of  a  large  cup- 
board of  the  Elizabethan  period.  The  recess  visible  is  empty, 
but  on  the  sill  of  the  window  above  rests  an  effigy  which,  from 
its  size,  was  evidently  intended  to  occupy  the  lowlier  position. 
Of  this  figure  the  garment  covers  over  the  feet,  which  rest 
against  a  small  animal,  and  the  hair  is  less  curly  and  flows 
down  on  the  neck,  which  seems  to  mark  this  figure  as  that  of 
a  female.  From  the  peculiar  style  of  armour  and  other  details, 
this  interesting  series  of  monumental  effigies  may  well  be 
assigned  to  the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and  that 


(58).    Collinson,  i,  Tntro.  p.  4, 


The  Fmmhj  of  Dr  I'rfidco. 


45 


they  are  intended  to  commemorate  the  Lord  of  Curry  Rivel, 
and  those  members  of  his  family  who  liad  predeceased  him. 

Hitherto  it  has  been  supposed  tliat  Henry  Dominus  de 
Urtiaco  was  succeeded  in  the  title  and  estates  by  another 
Henry,  but  the  evidence  of  the  Escheator's  accounts  is  con- 
chisive  that  the  name  of  his  son  and  heir  was  dohn.  " 'Jlie 
Escheator  accounts  for  the  rents  and  profits  of  Stoke  Trister, 
C'ucklino-ton.  I'ltuey,  and  Knolle  from  the  lOtli  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 15  I'^.dw.  11  (i;i21),  when  Henry  de  Urtiaco  died, 
down  to  the  IStli  day  of  October,  when  he  delivered  the  said 
manors  to  John,  son  and  heir  of  the  said  Henry,  by  virtue  of 
the  king's  writ.'"  Somehow  or  other  the  ln(|uisition  p.m.  of 
Henry,  got  placed  among  the  similar  records  of  the  fifteenth 
year  of  Edward  III,  and  as  there  was  a  Henry  de  Urtiaco 
alive  at  that  time,  living  at  Swelle,  his  vai-ious  writs  to 
military  service  and  tlie  si)igle  writ  to  l^irliament  were 
transferred  to  the  supposed  representative  of  the  elder  branch 
of  the  family,  and  he  was  reckoned  as  the  second  Baron  de 
Urtiaco.  If  an}^  further  proof  that  no  })erson  of  the  name  of 
Henry  succeeded  is  required,  it  will  be  found  in  the  Exchequer 
Lay  Subsidy,  1327,  whei'e  John  is  invariably  given  as  the 
owner  of  the  family  manors. 

We  may  now  turn  to  the  \m\.  ]).m.  of  Henry  de  Urtiaco. 
The  writ  to  the  Escheator  was  (hi ted  at  ILirwich,  lo  Sept., 
15  Ed.  II,  and  the  In([uisition  was  taken  at  Somerton,  5tli  day 
of  October.  The  jury.  John  de  Pelham,  .lolm  Lisshop,  John 
le  Hare,  Arnulph  de  Bakebere,  Thomas  de  Spekyngton,  John 
le  Knight,  Roger  le  Ware,  John  de  Burton,  William  de 
Lullegdon,  William  Baldewyne,  William  Trigel,  and  Walter 
Pry[ores]  found  that  Henry  de  Urtiaco  held  of  the  king  in 
chief  the  manors  of  Stoke  Tristre  and  Coklyngton,  with  the 
advowson  of  the  church  of  C.  and  of  the  chapel  of  S.  T.  by 
the  service  of  one  knight's  fee,  and  that  the  said  manors  are 
worth  "in  omnibus  exitibus,"  £15.  Also  the  manor  of  Cory 
Ry  veil,  with  the  advowson  of  the  church  and  the  "  villata  "  of 
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Lan^port,  \vlii(;h,  alto^ethor,  are  worth  £40.  l>y  a  fine  the 
said  Henry  had  settled  tliis  manor,  advowson,  and  villata  on 
himself  and  liis  wife,  Sibilla,  for  their  lives,  witli  remainder  to 
.lohn,  his  son  jiiid  heir.  Also  the  manor  of  I*iitteneye,  with 
the  advowson  of  the  chapel  held  by  the  service  of  delivering 
one  ostricer  ruhens  (goshawk)  oi'  20  sh.  to  the  Exchequer  : 
the  manor  is  worth  £7.  Also  the  manor  of  Knolle,  held  of 
the  Abbot  of  Athelney  by  the  service  of  10  sh.  ;  which 
manor  is  Avorth  100  sh.  And  the  jnrors  say  that  John  de 
Urtiaco  is  son  and  heir  of  the  said  Henry,  and  is  twenty-four 
years  old  and  more.^^ 

The  question  of  the  dower  of  the  widow  formed  the  subject 
of  another  inquisition,  taken  at  Langport,  8th  »Iune,  17  Ed. 
II  (1324),  when  William  Trigel,  Roger  le  Warre,  Kobert 
Clerk  of  Bourton,  Robert  Coleman,  Thomas  of  Back- 
well,  Richard  of  Backwell,  Nicholas  Bocka,  Henry  Becke, 
Nicholas  Parson  of  Drayton,  Robert  Page,  William  Tannere 
and  Thomas  Uppehull  found  that  Sibilla,  late  the  wife  of 
Henry  de  Urtiaco,  held  in  dowry  the  manor  of  Knolle,  and 
other  properties  mentioned  above,  in  settlement  for  her  life. 
This  inquisition  is  endorsed,  "  Let  her  have  the  royal  licence 
to  marry  on  payment  of  12  marcs." 

The  inquisitions  held  to  find  out  the  particulars  of  Henry 
de  Urtiaco's  property  in  Dorset  and  Wilts  are  apparently  not 
now  to  be  found,  but  we  learn  from  Canon  Jackson's  edition 
of  "  Aubrey's  Wilts,"  that  Ashley  was  part  of  Sibilla's  settle- 
ment, and  further,  that  she  soon  took  advantage  of  the  royal 
licence  to  marry  John  de  Mohun,  Lord  of  Dunster.  He  was 
patron  of  Ashley  in  1325,^^  and  had  an  establishment  of  some 
kind  at  Curry  Rivel,  1327,  the  patroness  of  which  place,  in 
1335,  was  Sibilla  de  Mohun,  "domina  de  Curry  Ryvel."  Al- 
though Mr.  Maxwell  Lyte  has  not  found  any  positive  statement 

(59).    laq.  p.m.,  Henry  de  Urtiaco,  15  Ed.  Ill  (really  TI),  No.  35. 
(GO).    Chan.  Inq.  p.m.,  17  Ed.  II,  No.  3. 
(61).    Jackson's  "Aubrey's  Wilts,''  p.  206. 
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among  the  records  at  Dunster,  and  so  only  gives  the  Christian 
name  of  John  de  Mohun's  second  wife,  there  can  be  no  donbt 
of  the  marriage. 

tfolni  de  Urtiaco,  the  heir,  was  already  married,  at  the  date 
of  his  father's  death,  and  had  a  daughter  Sybilla,  three  years 
old.  He  was  at  once  engaged  in  official  business.  In  1322, 
he  and  John  de  Say  were  ordered  for  certain  reasons  to  seize 
and  take  the  castle  of  Bridgwater.^^  About  the  same  time 
having  been  assigned  to  pursue  and  follow  certain  rebels 
(followers  of  tlie  Earl  of  Lancaster  ?),  he  was  commanded  to 
appear  before  the  king  and  shew  how  he  had  executed  the 
orders — writ  tested  at  Pontefract,  1 3th  April,  15  Edw.  II. 
In  1324,  he  was  given  instructions  concerning  certain  archers 
raised  in  Somerset,  and  in  the  same  year  he  was  simimoned  by 
general  proclamation  to  attend  the  great  council  at  West- 
minster on  30th  of  May.  This  inclusion  in  a  general  summons 
shews  that  »Iohn  de  Urtiaco  liad  lost  the  position  granted  to 
his  father,  to  be  one  of  the  greater  barons  or  Peers  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  the  general  summons  was  addressed  to  all  the  lesser 
barons  or  tenants  in  chief  by  military  service,  though  falling 
into  disnse.  In  1325  he  was  summoned  to  pass  into  Guyenne 
under  the  connnand  of  the  Earl  of  Warren  ;  but  after  this 
date  we  do  not  find  any  notices  of  public  employment,  but  only 
references  to  his  financial  and  social  difficulties.  He  obtained 
leave  in  1325  to  alienate  part  of  his  lands,  and  the  inevitable 
Inquisition  followed.  It  Avas  taken  at  Langport  on  the  2()th 
December,  19  Edw.  II  (1325),  on  the  oath  of  John  de  Burton, 
Roger  le  Warre,  Adam  Buson,  William  Baldewyne,  William 
Trigel,  Robert  le  Clerk,  William  Person,  Thomas  ffayrwyth, 
Robert  Coleman,  Robert  de  Knappe,  Robert  Page,  and  God- 
frey de  Hambrugge,  avIio  found  that  it  would  not  be  to  the 
king's  damage  to  grant  John  de  Urtiaco  leave  to  sell  one 
messuage,  two  bovates  of  land,  two  acres  of  meadow,  and  two 


(62).    Abbrev.  Kot.  Originalia,  15  Edw.  II. 
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acres  of  wood  In  Curry  Ry vcl  and  Langport  Wcstov(!r  to 
Tliomas  Attcr  Apse  fiakere  ;  so  leave  was  graiitcul  on  pay- 
ment of  30  sli."^  In  the  earlier  part  of  this  year  a  jury  com- 
])osed  of  Thomas  de  Spekeynton,  Arnulph  de  Baggebere, 
.John  L — ges,  Walter  Isaakes,  »John  Bossard,  Ralpli  le 
Drapere,  Adam  P)adebokes,  .John  h'  Knyth,  Nicholas  Bekkes, 
Thomas  Martyn,  John  le  Ijone,  and  John  I^arys,  sitting  at 
Tlchester,  3rd  of  July,  had  found  that  John  de  Urtiaco  might 
lawfully  grant  four  bovates  of  land  in  North  I^ere,  parcel  of 
his  manor  of  Pitney,  to  Master  Richard  de  Knolton  for  his 
life.*^*  If  Master  Richard  gave  a  quid  pro  quo  in  money,  he 
must  have  profited  greatly  by  that  papal  provision,  which  had 
enabled  him  four  years  before,  a  poor  clerk  and  only  sub- 
deacon,  to  obtain  the  Glastonbury  living  of  Butleigh.^^ 

In  the  Tax  Roll  of  1327,  ".John  de  Urtiaco  pays  lOsh.  on 
his  personalty  at  Cucklington,  and  3sh.  &  5d.  on  that  at 
Pitney."«6 

From  this  time  he  seems  to  have  been  in  perpetual  collision 
with  the  Crown,  and  his  neighbours,  and  from  his  breach  of 
the  moral  law  to  have  lost  his  position  in  the  county 

1327.  William  de  Fauconberge  lodged  a  complaint  that 
.John  de  I^orty  and  others  had  carried  away  his  goods  at 
Milton  Fauconbridge,  Lode,  and  elsewhere  in  Somerset.^"  In 
the  next  year  .John  de  Acton  complained  of  similar  outrages 
on  his  property  at  Aller  and  Rere.**'^  These  two  complaints 
may  of  course  be  merely  legal  fictions  to  set  the  cases  going, 
without  implying  any  great  moral  delinquency  ;  but  in  1329  a 
more  serious  matter  is  recorded.  William  le  Mareschall  com- 
plained that  .fohn  de  Urtiaco,  with  many  others,  had  broken 

(63)  .  Inq.  ad  (juod  damn  ,  19  Edw.  II,  no.  120. 

(64)  .  Inq.  ad  quod  damn.,  18  Edw.  II,  no.  158. 

(65)  .  Reg.  Bishop  John  de  Drokensford,  S.K.S.,  i,  pp.  133,  201. 

(66)  .  Kirhy^i  Quest.,  etc.,  S.K.fS.  iii,  pp.  98,  2-53. 

(67)  .  Pat.  Rolls,  N.S.,  1327-30,  p.  75. 

(68)  .  Fat.  Rolls,  N.S.,  p.  284. 
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into  his  house  in  the  parish  of  St.  Clement  Danes  without  the 
bar  of  the  New  Temple,  Middles<ex,  and  had  carried  away  his 
wife  with  his  goods.*^^  He  amended  his  plea,  and  no  doubt 
added  greatly  to  its  force,  by  adding  that  among  the  goods 
carried  olF  was  a  sum  of  £30,  received  from  the  Treasury  for 
buying  food  for  the  king's  horses/'^  What  it  cost  John  de 
Urtiaco  to  make  his  peace  with  all  concerned,  I  do  not  know, 
but  in  June,  1330,  he  obtained  licence  to  leave  the  kingdom 
for  three  months  in  the  king's  service  and  in  May,  1331,  he 
sold  to  William  de  Montacute  his  reversionary  interests  in  the 
manors  of  Curry  Kivell,  Langport  Eastover  and  Westover, 
Hambridge,  Broadway  and  Earnsliill,  the  hundreds  of  Abdick 
and  Bolestone,  and  the  advowsons  of  Curry  Rivell  and  Earns- 
hill.^^  William  de  Montacute,  now  Earl  of  Salisbury,  had 
entered  into  possession  by  the  date  of  his  death,  1344,  as  he 
died  seised  of  all  these  manors,  parcell  of  the  Barony  of  Ur- 
tiaco ;  and  also  of  the  manor  of  Stoke  Trister,  with  its  mem- 
bers of  Cucklington  and  Bayford,  his  title  to  which  was  more 
than  doubtful.'^ 

This  same  year  John  de  Lorty  (as  the  name  generally  ap- 
pears now)  presented  a  petition  to  the  king  that  he  might 
recover  the  guardianship  of  the  person  and  lands  of  »1  ohn  de 
Perham,  son  and  heir  of  John  de  Perham,  late  of  Wyke,  in 
Curry  Rivel,  of  which  guardianship  he  had  been  deprived, 
"par  la  seignurie  "  of  Roger  de  Mortymer,  late  Earl  of  March, 
on  whose  forfeiture  the  said  guardianship  had  come  into  the 
king's  hands.  The  jury,  summoned  to  Somerton,  10th  April, 
5  Edw.  Ill  (1321),  composed  of  Philip  Corbyn,  John  Bisschop, 
Nicholas  Bekke,  Thomas  Martyn,  Henry  Becke,  Ralph  le 
Drapere,  John  Caddoke,  Adam  Badcock,  Walter  Maundewar, 

(69)  .  Pat.  Rolls,  N.S.,  3  Edw.  Ill,  pt.  2,  m.  16  dorso.  1329,  20  Oct. 

(70)  .  Pat.  Rolls,  N.S.,  1327-30;  1329,  26  Oct. 

(71)  .  Pat.  Rolls,  N.S.,  p.  530. 

(72)  .  Pat.  Rolls,  N.S.,  1330-4,  p.  116. 

(73)  .  Inq.  p.m.,  W.  de  Montacute,  E.  of  Salisbury,  18  Edw.  Ill,  No.  51. 
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Henry  Tunderleigh,  liicliard  Ny woman,  arid  Walter  Groldc, 
found  that  the  late  John  de  Perham  held  one  messuage  and 
one  carrucate  of  land  in  Cherleton  Makcrel  of  John  de  Urtiaco; 
160  acres  of  arable  and  24  acres  of  meadow  in  Cherleton  Adam 
of  the  Prior  of  Bruton  ;  4  bovates  of  land  in  Wyke  of  the 
Abbot  of  Muchelney ;  and  half  a  virgate  of  land  in  Langj3ort 
Westover  of  John  de  Urtiaco  ;  further,  that  John  de  Urtiaco 
had  been  wrongfully  deprived  of  his  guardianship  over  the 
heir  who  was  twelve  years  old.^^  The  family  of  Perham  lived 
at  Wyke  Perham,  near  Langport,  and  Thomas  de  Perham,  in 
1250,  obtained  a  bull  from  Pope  Alexander  to  build  a  chapel 
because  being  "remotus  ab  ecclesia  matrice,  propter  inunda- 
ciones  aquarum  hiemali  tempore,  non  possit  ad  cam  accedere."^'^ 

During  the  rest  of  his  life  John  de  Urtiaco  and  the  soidisant 
wife  of  William  le  Mareschall  seem  to  have  lived  at  Stoke 
Trister.  He  and  his  neighbour  Richard  Lovell  were  on  bad 
terms.  In  1333  Richard  Lovel  lodged  a  complaint  that  John 
de  Urtiaco,  Richard  de  Urtiaco  and  others  came  to  his  manor 
at  Wincanton,  broke  into  a  close,  and  drove  away  animals 
worth  £20.^^  John  de  Urtiaco,  in  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year,  lodged  a  complaint  that  Richard  Lovel  broke  into  his 
park  at  Stoke  Trister,  and  hunted  his  game/^  In  1337  he 
complained  that  William  Gery  and  others  broke  into  his  house 
at  Stoke  Trister,  and  carried  away  his  goods/^ 

John  de  Urtiaco  died  in  1340.  The  exact  day  of  his  death 
is  not  known,  but  it  must  have  been  between  the  Monday  after 
F.  S.  Gregory  (12th  March),  when  he  executed  the  deed  of 
feoffment  of  Pitney  to  Elizabeth  his  sister,  and  Ralph  de 
Middleney  her  husband,  and  the  Thursday  before  F.  S.S. 
Peter  and  Paul  (29th  June),  which  was  the  date  of  the  Inqui- 
sition "post  mortem."    The  jury  summoned  to  Somerton  by 

(74)  .  Chancery  Inq.  p.m.,  5  Edw.  Ill,  2nd.  nos.,  no.  27. 

(75)  .  Reg.  Ralph  de  Salopia,  S.R.S.,  x,  p.  489. 

(76)  .  Pat.  Rolls,  N.S.,  1330-1334,  p.  497. 

(77)  .  Pat.  Rolls,  N.S.,  1330-1334,  p.  507. 

(78)  .  Pat.  Rolls,  N.S.,  1334-1338,  p.  131. 
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Sir  Ralph  de  Middleney,  Escheator,  their  names  being  Henry 
de  Lortye,  John  de  Staunton,  John  Symayn,  Will.  Jurdan, 
Roger  le  Warre,  John  de  Burton,  Will.  r>aldewyne,  Nicholas 
Aumbesas,  John  de  Henton,  Walter  Corbyn,  Walter  Tsaak, 
and  John  Bossard,  found  that  John  de  Lorty  held  no  lands  in 
Somerset,  because  a  long  time  before  his  death  he  had  trans- 
ferred his  manors  of  Stoke  Trister,  Cucklington,  and  Bayford 
to  Ehzabeth  Child  of  Stanford  (Beds.),  whom  he  shortly  after 
married,  and  she  survives.  Also  that  the  said  John  had  a 
long  time  ago  transferred  the  manors  of  Pitney,  Knolle,  Fenny 
Sutton,  and  Ashley,  to  Sir  Ralph  de  Middleney,  to  him  and 
his  heirs  for  ever.  Further,  that  Sibilla,  daughter  of  the  said 
John,  is  his  nearest  heir,  and  is  22  years  and  more.''^ 

Elizabeth,  the  widow,  immediately  got  from  the  king  a  con- 
firmation^^ of  her  late  husband's  gift,  and  then  sold  the  manors 
to  John  de  Molyns.  He,  to  make  doubly  sure,  obtained  a 
judgement  at  the  Somerset  Assizes  against  John,  son  of  Ralph 
(de  Middleney),  and  Sibilla  his  wife,  which  was  entered  on 
the  Patent  Rolls,  14  Edw.  III;^^  also  a  release  from  Ralph 
de  Middleney,  Will,  de  Marischall,  and  Richard  de  L'Orti, 
brother  of  John.^^' 

The  connexion  of  the  family  with  this  group  of  manors  was 
thus  entirely  destroyed.  The  old  church  at  Stoke  Trister  was 
pulled  down  and  rebuilt  on  another  site  in  1841,  but  as  there 
is  no  record  of  any  monument  to  John  de  Lorty,  we  may  well 
suppose  that  none  was  ever  erected.  The  manor  house  is  still 
standing  near  the  old  graveyard,  but  no  part  of  the  building 
is  older  than  the  fifteenth  century  ;  in  the  fields  below  the 
house  are  some  grass  grown  mounds  making  the  site  of  the 
fishponds. 

John  de  Lorty  does  not  seem  to  have  made  the  slightest 

(79)  .  Inq.,  p.m.,  John  Lorty,  14  Edw.  Ill,  no.  3,  1st  nos. 

(80)  .  Pat.  Rolls,  14  Edw.  Ill,  no.  26. 

(81)  .  Pat.  Rolls,  14  Edw.  Ill,  no.  31. 

(82)  .  Collinson  iii,  50,  citing  Rot.  Claus,,  21  Edw.  III. 
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provision  for  his  daughter,  Syl)il,  and  if  she  had  not  married 
John  de  Middleney,  her  first  cousin,  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine 
what  would  have  happened  to  her. 

Perliaps  it  is  not  sufficiently  clear  that  John  de  Middleney 
was  tlie  child  of  her  aunt  Elizabeth  :  because  .John  de  Lorty's 
gift  of  Pitney,  Knolle,  etc.,  to  his  sister  was  not  made  till 
14  Edw.  Ill  (the  year  of  the  marriage  of  John  and  Sybil;,  by 
a  charter  put  in  evidence  in  a  law  suit  to  be  mentioned  again. 
Against  this  may  be  set  the  words  of  the  Inquisition  p.m., 
that  the  feoffment  had  been  made  "  diu  ante  mortem  "  of  John 
Lorty,  Avhich  could  hardly  mean  the  spring  of  the  year  in 
which  he  died.  It  may  be  that  John  de  Lorty  had  given 
Pitney  and  the  reversion  of  Knolle  and  Ashley  to  his  sister 
on  her  marriage  some  time  before  ;  but,  as  the  latter  manors 
were  part  of  the  dower  of  his  mother,  he  may  have  been 
unable  to  make  a  formal  feoffment  of  his  gift  until  they  fell 
into  hand. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  worry  about  the  title  to  Pitney, 
and  as  Thomas  de  Hungerford,  a  purchaser  of  some  of  the 
lands,  in  9  Richard  II,  obtained  letters  patent  reciting  inter 
alia  the  lawsuit  between  the  Crown  and  the  various  possessors, 
we  are  enabled  to  learn  what  took  place.  It  seems  that  at 
the  assizes  at  Wells  held  in  Trinity  term,  32  Edw.  Ill,  a  pre- 
sentment was  made  that  Ralph  de  Middleney,  late  Escheator 
for  Somerset,  had  entered  on  the  manors  of  Pitney  and  Knolle, 
late  the  property  of  John  de  Urtiaco,  "  colore  officii,"  and  had 
held  them  until  Sibilla,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  afore- 
said, had  made  a  release  to  him,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  king, 
the  said  Sibilla  then  not  being  married,  though  afterwards 
she  married  John,  son  of  the  said  Ralph  ;  the  Crown  being 
thereby  defrauded  of  the  profits  of  the  said  manors,  a  fee  for 
licence  to  alienate,  and  the  "  raaritagium  "  of  the  said  Sibilla. 
Nothing  more  seems  to  have  been  done  for  five  years,  and 
then  it  having  been  reported  that  Ralph  de  Middleney  was 
dead,  the  sheriff  was  ordered  to  find  out  who  had  succeeded. 
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Robert  de  Assheton  being  returned  as  tenant,  was  sum- 
moned, in  Michaelmas  term,  37  Edw.  Ill,  probably  to  his 
great  astonishment,  to  answer  the  royal  claim  for  feudal 
services  due  more  than  twenty  years  before.  He,  by  his 
attorney  William  de  Athelyngton,  answered  that  Ralph  de 
Middleney  had  only  held  the  lands  as  husband  of  Elizabeth 
de  Lorty,  and  that  he  as  her  second  husband  stood  in  the  same 
position.  The  same  year  Elizabeth,  who  was  (fuit)  the  wife 
of  Ralph  de  Middleney,  John,  son  of  the  said  Ralph,  and 
Sibilla,  daughter  of  John  de  Lorty,  paid  £10  for  acquiring 
the  manor  of  Pitney  without  licence.^^  The  suit,  however, 
dragged  on  until  the  very  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III, 
when  Robert  de  Assheton  obtained  a  verdict  on  all  points  in 
dispute.^^ 

Ralph  de  Middleney,  Knt.,  was  a  person  of  considerable 
possessions  in  Somerset  and  Dorset ;  but  since  we  are  only 
concerned  with  him  as  husband  of  Elizabeth  de  Lorty,  it  must 
be  sufficient  to  say  that  the  jury  summoned  after  his  death,  on 
Feast  S.  John  Bapt.  (24  June)  37  Edw.  Ill  (1363)  found, 
inter  alia,  that  he  held  the  manors  of  Pitney  Lorty  and  Knolle 
jointly  with  Elizabeth,  remainder  to  John,  son  of  said  Ralph, 
and  Sibilla,  daughter  of  ,Iohn  de  Urtiaco,  and  to  John,  son  of 
the  said  Sibilla,  remainder  to  the  right  heirs  of  the  said  Eliza- 
beth. To  all  his  other  possesions,  Alice  atte  Orchard,  his 
sister,  aged  fifty  years  and  more  ;  John  atte  Mere,  son  of  Alice 
atte  Putte,  another  sister,  aged  twenty-four  years  and  more  ; 
Cecilia  Corbyn,  daughter  of  Matilda  atte  Walle,  his  third 
sister,  aged  twenty-two  years  and  more  ;  and  Isabella  Frye, 
his  fourth  sister,  aged  twenty-three  years  and  more,  were 
found  to  be  his  nearest  heirs.^^  This  would  certainly  imply 
that  his  son  and  grandson  were  already  dead,  but  there  is  the 

(8.3).  Abbrev.  Rotul.  Originalia,  vol.  ii,  sub  37  Edw.  111.  Also  Fire 
Roll,  14  Edw.  Ill,  m.  20. 

(84)  .    Chancery  Inq.  p.m.  9  Richard  II,  no,  127. 

(85)  .    Gollinson,  iii,  445. 

(86)  .    Inq.  p.m.,  Ralph  de  Middleney,  37  Edw.  Ill,  No.  48. 
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evidence  In  the  Originalia  Roll  (see  ante)  that  John  had  joined 
with  the  widow  in  paying  a  fine  to  tiie  Crown  ;  yet  it  may  be 
that  in  noting  the  payment  of  the  debt  the  clerk  entered  all 
three  names  as  of  those  persons  who  were  jointly  liable  ;  but 
at  all  events  nothing  more  is  heard  of  Sibilla,  her  husband,  or 
her  infant  son. 

Elizabeth  Middleney  had  married  Robert  de  Assheton  by 
41  Edw.  Ill,  when  she  settled  Powerstock,  the  property  of 
her  first  husband,  on  herself  and  her  second  husband  for  their 
lives,  with  remainder  to  John,  son  of  Thomas  de  Berkelej^,  in 
free  marriage  with  Alianora,  daughter  of  the  said  Robert  de 
Assheton^^  by  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Grorges.^^  This  was 
managed  with  the  aid  of  Alice  Perers,  the  mistress  of  Edward 
III  in  his  dotage,  who  received  for  her  trouble  the  reversion, 
after  the  deaths  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Assheton,  of  the 
manors  of  Fenny  Sutton  and  Knolle,  and  of  some  other 
property  belonging  to  Robert. 

Elizabeth  Assheton  died  some  years  before  her  husband, 
and  he  married  for  the  third  time,  Philippa,^^  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Talbot,  of  Richard's  Castle,  and  endowed  her  with  the 
Hundred  and  Manor  of  Pitney.  After  his  death,  on  January 
9,  1384,  the  escheators  of  the  western  counties  held  eleven  in- 
quisitions to  find  out  the  property  and  heirs  of  Robert  de 
Assheton.^^  The  arrangement  with  Alice  Perers  turned  up 
everywhere,  and  a  further  complication  ensued,  because  after 
the  disgrace  of  Alice  and  the  forfeiture  of  her  interests  into 
the  king's  hand,  some  of  them  were  regranted  to  her  husband, 
William  de  Windsor.  Eventually  the  Dorset  property  re- 
verted to  the  heirs  of  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Gorges  ;  that  in 

(87)  .  For  some  account  of  this  family  see  Collinson  ii,  226,  under  Long 
Ashton. 

(88)  .  Inq.  p.m.  (really  ad  quod  damn.),  Robert  de  Assheton,  41  Edw.  Ill, 
2nd  nos.  20. 

(89)  .  This  young  lady  was  only  sixteen  at  the  date  of  her  first  husband's 
death  according  to  the  Gournay  pedigree  in  Som.  Arch.  Soc.  Proc,  xl,  ii,  270. 

(90)  .    Inq.  p.m.,  Robert  de  Assheton,  7  Richard  II,  no.  5. 
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North  Somerset  and  Gloucestershire  to  the  representatives  of 
his  sisters,  for  Robert  de  Assheton  was  the  last  male  of  his 
family  ;  and  Pitney,  Manor  and  Hmidred,  went  to  his  widow, 
Philippa.  At  this  point  the  surviving  members  of  the  de 
Lorty  family  made  a  despairing  effort  to  secure  some  part  of 
the  ancestral  property,  and  an  arrangement  was  come  to  by 
which  Philippa  Assheton  should  hold  Pitney  for  her  life 
without  molestation,  and  that  afterwards  it  was  to  be  divided 
between  Matilda,  wife  of  John  Langerych,  and  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  John  Gounter,  the  sisters  and  heirs  of  Hugh  Lorty.  These 
were  probably  the  children  or  grandchildren  of  Richard  de 
Lorty,  younger  brother  of  John  who  died  1340,  but  the  exact 
connexion  has  not  yet  been  discovered.  Philippa  survived 
till  1417,  having  remarried  twice  :  first,  before  1389,  that  re- 
nowned warrior,  Matthew  de  Gournay,  who  died  in  1406  ;  and 
secondly,  in  or  before  1408,  Sir  John  Tiptoft.  The  Inquisition 
taken  at  Taunton  after  her  death,  on  the  2nd  or  3rd  May, 
1417,^^  recites  the  arrangement  made  between  her  and  the 
sisters  of  Hugh  de  Lorty,  which  had  been  confirmed  by  a 
fine  levied  in  the  Octave  of  S.  Hilary,  8  Rich.  II,  and  adds 
that  Matilda  Langerych  and  her  husband  were  both  dead 
without  issue,  and  that  therefore  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of 
John  Andrew,  had  the  sole  right  to  Pitney  Lorty,  which, 
curiously  enough,  was  perhaps  the  first  possession  of  the 
founder  of  the  family  of  De  Urtiaco. 


(91).    Inq.  p.m  ,  Philippa,  wife  of  ^ir  John  Tiptoft,  5  Hen.  V.,  no.  40. 
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N  August  28th,  1896,  some  men  were  quarrying  road 


stones  on  the  hill  in  the  parish  of  Culbone,  Somerset, 
and  while  taking  in  more  "heading,"  a  large  lump  of  earth 
fell  into  the  quarry,  thereby  exposing  an  upright  slab  of  stone, 
about  five  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  surrounding  soil. 

The  quarry  is  on  land  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Lovelace, 
about  fifty  yards  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  leading  from 
Porlock  to  Lj^nton,  and  not  far  from  the  stables  called  Broom- 
street,  where  one  of  the  Minehead  coaches  stops  to  change 
horses. 

Examination  quickly  showed  that  the  stone  first  seen  was 
but  one  of  several,  and  formed  the  end  of  a  rough  enclosure, 
consisting  of  four  upright  slabs  of  slate,  with  others  placed 
flat  upon  them,  around  and  over  which  was  the  soil  of  the  hill. 

The  outer  stone  was  quickly  removed,  when,  to  the  surprise 
and  horror  of  the  quarry-men,  they  found  a  hollow  space,  and 
looking  out  upon  them  from  the  back  there  appeared  a 
grinning  skull,  with  several  bones  lying  near  it. 
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The  accompanying  sketch  shows  the  end  of  the  grave 

opening  out  into  the  face  of  the 
quarry,  as  it  appeared  on  August 
31st.  Besides  the  skull  and  bones 
an  earthenware  vase  w^as  found,  on 
all  of  which  we  have  much  to  say. 

Careful  inspection  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  moment  after  the  dis- 
covery, convinced  the  writer  that 
an  interment  had  been  discovered 
of  very  high  antiquity,  and  meas- 
ures were  at  once  taken  to  preserve 
->-'^??^«^_  all  the  contents  as  well  as  the  stone 

kist,  intact,  until  the  rightful  owner  of  the  soil  had  himself  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  and  of  deciding  what  was  to  be 
done  with  them.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  progress 
of  the  quarry  will  necessitate  removal,  and  even  if  it  were 
possible  to  protect  the  grave  from  mischievous  injury  where  it 
lies,  exposure  to  the  weather  would  soon  destroy  or  bury  it, 
even  if  further  working  in  the  quarry  were  discontinued. 

It  is  tlierefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  noble  owner  will  permit 
the  several  stones  forming  the  tomb  to  be  carefully  removed 
to  a  place  of  safety,  and  there  to  be  set  up  again  precisely  as 
they  now  are  on  Culbone  Hill. 

The  material  of  the  slaty  stone  of  the  tomb  is  different  in 
colour  and  formation  from  that  of  the  quarry.  The  latter  is 
red  in  colour,  of  the  ordinary  Devonian  type,  while  the  former 
is  of  a  pale  greyish  blue  and  roughly  laminated.  Slate  of  this 
kind,  however,  we  are  informed,  is  found  at  no  great  distance. 
The  interior  of  the  kist  was  singularly  clean  and  free  from  all 
appearance  of  earth  stain  ;  indeed,  it  looked  as  if  it  had  been 
scrubbed  and  scrubbed  till  the  face  of  the  stone  was  quite 
smooth.  It  measured  three  feet  six  inches  long,  by  twenty - 
two  inches  wide.  The  sides  were  nearly  parallel.  There  were 
two  large  covering  stones  which  make  the  height  uneven,  but 
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it  averaged  just  eighteen  iMches — rising  somewhat  roof-like 
along  the  centre,  the  flat  stones  lying  lengthwise.  The  floor 
is  composed  of  several  thinner  slates,  long  and  nearly  parallel 
in  shape,  also  placed  lengthwise.  On  these  was  found  un- 
doubted human  dust,  but  how  much,  cannot  now  be  determined, 
for  the  finders  had  so  carefully  exploited  the  floor  for  coin  that 
very  IJttle  remained  for  examination. 

The  axis  of  the  grave  is  north  and  south — and  the  head  of 
the  buried  man  was  in  the  north-east  corner,  where  there 
seemed  to  be  the  stains  of  decay  by  contact  with  the  stone. 

It  is  quite  certain  that  the  interment  was  in  the  well  known 
pre-historic  method,  by  which  the  corpse  was  doubled  up,  with 
the  knees  drawn  close  to  the  chin ;  but  in  this  case  it  is  pretty 
clear  that  even  then  a  full-sized  man  could  not  be  crammed 
into  a  space  of  the  dimensions  given  without  much  force. 
Having  then  been  lowered  down  the  five  feet  into  the  hole,  of 
course,  very  much  larger  than  the  stone  en- 
closure formed  at  its  bottom,  the  doubled-up 
corpse  was  laid  on  its  right  side  and  so  pressed 
into  the  kist  by  main  force  ;  he  was  most  likely 
trodden  in,  and  in  doing  this  his  head  would 
be  pressed  on  one  side  by  the  angle  of  the  kist, 
so  much  so  as  to  bring  it  back  upon  the  left 
shoulder,  as  in  the  accompanying  sketch.  In 
the  course  of  the  ages,  while  other  parts  of  his  body  decayed, 
his  hard  head  slowly  sunk  in  the  upright  position  into  which 
his  friends  had  forced  it,  so  that  when  our  latter-day  quarry- 
men  first  saw  it,  the  skull  seemed  to  be  looking  out  upon 
them,  and  led  to  the  inquiry  whether  the  head  had  not  been 
cut  ofl"  before  burial.  The  process  described  is  fully  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  skull  being  found  upright. 

The  bones  found  with  the  skull,  which  is  wonderfully  perfect 
as  seen  from  the  front,  Avere  parts  of  vertebrie  from  the  neck, 
jjart  of  slioulder  blade,  to])  and  two-thirds  of  humerus,  part  of 
first  rib,  and  fragments  of  other  ribs.    Also  about  half  of  the 
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length  of  each  of  the  two  large  leg-bones  (femur  and  tibia) 
meeting  at  the  knee  of  both  legs. 

The  accompanying  plate  shows  the  skull  in  two  positions. 
From  the  bones  found,  and  from  the  known  position  of  the 
body,  it  is  easy  to  affirm  that  from  some  cause  or  other  the 
inner  or  northern  end  of  the  tomb  was  drier  and  further  from 
atmospheric  influence  than  the  rest,  for  all  the  fragments  re- 
maining are  just  those  which  would  be  drawn  back  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  skull.  By  what  means  these  have  been 
preserved  we  cannot  tell,  but  it  is  quite  possible,  even  prob- 
able that  the  whole  skeleton  had  lasted  until  late  years,  when 
the  withdrawal  of  soil  from  the  south  front  has  admitted  air, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  found  now,  it  is  almost  certain  that  in  a 
short  time  all  the  human  remains  would  have  crumbled  away. 
There  must  be  some  unknown  property  in  the  soil  surrounding 
and  overlying  the  interment,  which  has  mixed  with  the  water, 
percolating  through  it,  so  as  to  have  preserved  these  bones  for 
the  many  centuries  of  which  we  have  yet  to  speak.  Although 
there  are  several  barrows  in  the  neighbourhood,  there  is  no 
sign  or  appearance  of  any  such  having  ever  been  heaped  over 
this  interment.  The  surface  is  precisely  like  the  rest,  sloping 
to  the  south  and  covered  only  with  scrubby  heath. 

Besides  the  bones,  there  w^as  found  in  the  grave  a  vase, 
placed  near  the  skull,  in  the  position  shown  on  figure  (p.  58). 
The  accompanying  plate  from  photographs  in  two  positions, 
gives  a  very  clear  impression  of  this  piece  of  very  ancient 
pottery.  Its  exact  measurements  are  :  6|  inches  high,  4|  inches 
diameter  at  top,  16|  inches  greatest  circumference. 

It  is  hand  made,  therefore  its  date  must  be  earlier  than  the 
potter's  wheel,  for  it  may  be  confidently  asserted  that  no 
pottery  was  made  by  hand  after  the  wheel  became 
known. 

The  pattern  upon  it  is  of  the  earliest  known  type, 
consisting  of  straight  lines  made  by  pressing  a  little 
chisel-shaped  piece  of  wood,  of  the  size,  and  of  the 
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kind  shown  lii  the  accompanying  skctcli,  thus  breaking  up  the 
lines  into  small  dashes.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  rings  sur- 
rounding the  urn  are  made  with  the  same  tool,  and  not,  like 
many  later  examples,  by  a  cord  pressed  roiuid  the  soft  clay. 

The  vase  has  been  well  burnt,  or  it  would  have  perished 
long  ago,  but  has  become  very  brittle.  When  found  it  was 
perfect,  but  rough  handling  by  the  finders  has  broken  out  and 
lost  a  piece.  Nothing  whatever  was  found  in  it,  much  to  the 
disappointment  of  the  quarrymen. 

Thus  far  we  have  dealt  simply  with  the  bare  facts,  and  at 
most  with  such  conclusions  as  are  based  upon  the  evidence  of 
our  own  senses,  but  these  facts  open  up  a  very  wide  field  for 
reflection  and  discussion,  not  only  as  to  who  the  man  was, 
whose  skull  we  have,  but  to  what  race  he  belonged  and  when 
lie  lived. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  tomb  was  found  at  an  opportune 
moment,  for  within  a  few  days,  the  meeting  of  the  British 
Association  enabled  the  photographs,  here  reproduced,  by  Mr. 
Hole,  of  Minehead,  to  be  examined  by  some  of  the  most 
eminent  of  living  scientists,  several  of  whom  have  permitted 
the  writer  to  use  their  names  as  authority  for  what  he  states. 

On  examining  the  skull  first,  Dr.  Beddoe,  F.R.S.,  said 
decidedly  "  one  of  the  round-headed  barrow  builders,"  without 
seeming  to  enquire  whence  it  came.  Dr.  Garson  said  "  this  is 
a  round  barrow  skull.  Index  about  82  "  ;  and  several  other 
w^ell-known  physiologists  unhesitatingly  gave  the  same  judg- 
ment. 

The  concurrence  of  expert  opinion  both  of  those  who  have 
examined  the  remains  themselves,  and  of  those  who  have  seen 
only  the  photographs  is  remarkable,  not  only  as  to  his  phy- 
sique, but  as  to  the  period  in  which  the  man  lived.  In  height 
he  is  pronounced  to  have  been  from  5  feet  7  inches  to  5  feet 
9  inches,  and  not  more  than  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  years 
of  age. 
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When  we  first  consider  the  immense  antiquity  of  these 
relics,  referred  to  later  on,  one  is  astonished  and  quite  stag- 
gered at  their  remarkable  preservation ;  yet  when  we  re- 
member that  many  instances  exist  of  the  conservation  of 
bones  of  extinct  animals,  which  lived  in  the  untold  ages  before 
man  came  into  the  world,  we  are  the  more  ready  to  accept 
the  confident  assertion  of  science,  not  only  that  such  preser- 
vation is  by  no  means  to  be  doubted,  but  that  these  bones  are 
verily  those  of  a  man  who  lived  at  the  remote  period  of  which 
we  have  now  to  treat.  Moreover,  if  we  concede  at  all  that 
the  bones  are  those  of  a  pre-historic  man,  it  matters  little  at 
what  precise  epoch  he  lived,  so  far  as  time  is  concerned  ;  for 
the  conditions  which  have  assuredly  preserved  his  bones  for 
many  centuries,  have  been  always  the  same  and  could  there- 
fore have  just  as  effectually  preserved  them  for  as  many 
millenniums. 

In  considering  the  general  form  of  the  grave  and  the  mode 
of  the  disposal  of  the  body  we  find  that  in  these  matters  there 
have  been  fashions  and  customs  widely  prevalent  at  different 
stages  of  human  history  and  development  ;  that  just  as  it  has 
been  customary  since  history  began,  to  bury  the  body  at  full 
length,  so  it  is  well  known  that  pre-historic  man — the  man 
who  lived  before  he  knew  the  use  of  metal,  who  made  his 
tools  and  weapons  of  stone — buried  his  dead  in  a  doubled-up 
position.  Indeed,  there  are  to-day  savages  so  backward  as 
not  to  know  how  to  work  metal,  who  in  fact  are  still  in  the 
Stone  Age,  and  who,  consequently  continue  to  bury  in  the 
old  manner  common  to  primeval  man.  It  is  therefore  neces- 
sary in  dealing  with  this  subject  to  take  into  consideration 
every  separate  locality,  together  with  the  known  subsequent 
historical  conditions  of  it^  inhabitants,  and  to  bring  them  to 
bear  upon  such  relics  as  we  have  now  found  in  Somerset. 

In  the  neighbouring  county  of  Devon,  kists  like  this  are  not 
uncommon,  especially  on  Dartmoor,  showing  that  the  men 
who  made  them  were  more  numerous  than  in  Somerset,  where 


62 


SO  far  as  is  known,  tills  Is  nearly*"  the  first  find  of  this  sort 
of  interment,  and  certainly  the  earliest.  The  stone  kist 
found  at  Rodhuish  (described  by  Savage,  History  of  Car- 
hampton^  pp.  248,  310)  was  of  a  much  later  time,  when  inter- 
ments at  full  length  had  come  in,  a  period,  as  we  shall 
presently  show,  divided  by  unknown  ages  from  that  with 
which  w6  are  now  dealing.  Many  of  the  early  stone  chamber 
tombs  are  found  with  barrows  raised  over  them,  but  the  fact 
that  our  Culbone  grave  never  had  any  cairn  or  other  surface 
mark  above  it,  is  a  proof  according  to  Professor  Oscar 
Montelius,  that  the  burial  is  distinctly  earlier  than  the  bar- 
row^s,  and  is  probably  that  of  one  of  the  earliest  immigrant 
chiefs  of  a  new  colony,  or  of  a  conquering  race.  The  same 
authority  points  out  that  here  too,  nothing  but  the  food  pot 
was  found  in  the  grave,  and  that,  experience  proves  to  be  an 
unquestionable  feature  of  the  very  earliest  interments.  Later, 
and  specially  in  the  barrows,  it  is  usual  to  find  some  weapon 
either  of  flint  or  bronze  for  use  of  the  dead  in  the  happy 
hunting  grounds  :  later  still,  as  metal  became  commoner,  orna- 
ments as  well  as  weapons  are  met  with,  and  the  later  the 
burial,  the  larger  is  the  number  of  such  objects  found. 
Sometimes  in  the  same  barrow,  are  traces  of  the  interment 
of  the  entire  body,  alongside  of  cinerary  urns — which  then 
(as  now  in  these  latter  days  when  history  is  repeating  itself) 
marked  the  rising  fashion  of  cremation,  and  shows  how  the 
two  systems  at  first  overlapped,  until  after  long  periods  of 
time  as  in  Rome,  burning  and  columbaria  became  the  rule, 
while  ordinary  interments  of  the  body  at  full  length,  were 
the  exception,  and  practised  only  by  the  Plebs^  or  by  Chris- 
tians, whose  ideas  of  a  future  state  led  them  to  continue  like 

*  A  grave  somewhat  similar  and,  doubtless,  of  the  Bronze  Age,  was  found  at 
Wincanton  some  few  years  ago.  This  also  was  found  in  working  a  quarry,  but 
the  remains  were  not  carefully  examined  or  preserved,  while  the  kist  itself  was 
allowed  to  fall  into  the  quarry,  and  was  destroyed.  Some  fragments  of  pottery 
were  found  along  with  the  skull,  and  are  now  to  be  seen  in  the  Society's 
Museum  at  Taunton.    There  were  also  pieces  of  stag-horn  and  a  flint  scraper. 
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the  Egyptians  of  old,  to  dispose  of  the  body  with  extreme 
reverence  and  care. 

Dr.  Montelius  declares  that  in  all  interments  of  the  I^ronze 
Age  the  later  thej^  are,  relatively,  no  matter  the  locality, 
there  are  to  be  found  the  greatest  number  of  articles  buried 
with  the  dead  :  hence  for  the  reasons  given  he  pronounces  our 
find  to  belong  distinctly  to  the  earliest  of  that  kind  of  burial, 
and  that  it  is  of  the  very  beginning  of  the  Bronze  Age  in 
Britain.  This  statement  is  supported  by  Professor  (jr.  Cotfey, 
of  Dublin,  Sir  John  Evans,  Dr.  Robert  Munro  (President  of 
Grlastonbury  Committee),  and  all  others  Avho  were  consulted  ; 
while  Mr.  Arthur  Evans  inclined  to  place  it  earlier  in  the 
Stoue  Age.  These  opinions  were  based  upon  consideration  of 
the  entire  evidence  relating  to  kist,  skull,  and  vase,  all  taken 
together. 

Confirmative  of  all  this,  the  writer  would  point  to  interments 
now  to  be  seen  in  the  Etruscan  Museum  at  Bologna,  of  an 
age  there  described  as  the  Bronze  period,  where  the  complete 
skeletons  have  been  preserved  in  a  matrix  of  clay,  doubled 
up  as  described,  and  with  rings,  fibulaj,  spear  heads,  and  vases 
along  with  them.  These  are,  of  course,  by  reason  of  their 
accompaniments,  of  a  later  relative  period  of  the  Bronze  Age 
than  that  to  which  our  Somerset  man  belonged. 

How  do  we  know  that  he  lived  in  the  Bronze  Age  and  not 
before  metal  was  known  ? 

We  have  alluded  to  the  archaic  pattern  on  the  hand-made 
vase  and  to  the  way  in  which  the  pattern  Avas  produced. 
Pottery  of  nearly  similar  shape,  known  to  be  of  the  earlier 
Stone  Age  is  often  found  to  have  the  same  diagonal  lines,  but 
they  were  made  by  a  scratch  of  a  single  point,  as  of  a  fish- 
bone, in  one  straight  cut,  whereas  the  implement  with  which 
these  lines  were  stamped  must  have  been  made  by  some  cutting 
instrument,  such  as  a  bronze  knife,  sharper  and  finer  in  edge 
than  any  stone  implement,  and  that  assuredly  marks  an  advance 
in  civilization. 
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Again,  there  are  at  Bologna,  Bronze  Age  vases  on  wJiich 
the  lines  are  impressed  with  a  tool  of  the  kind  described,  hut 
which,  instead  of  the  dashes,  have  a  line  of  little  round 
dots,  thus  proving  itself  to  have  been  marked  by  a  tool  of  a 
higher  type,  requiring  a  still  better  knife  to  fashion  it  ;  for 
each  little  round  point  of  the  comb-shaped  tool  would  have  to 
be  more  carefully  cut  and  rounded  oft*  than  in  the  chisel 
shaped  :  another  advance  in  mechanical  skill. 

We  may  therefore  conclude  that  the  Bologna  pottery 
was  of  a  later  stage  than  ours  in  the  Bronze  Age,  though 
possibly  earlier  in  point  of  time,  and  that  it  corresponded 
with  the  later  interments  found  with  it.  It  is,  however, 
when  we  come  to  compare  the  Culbone  vase  with  the  bronze 
bowl  and  pottery  found  in  the  Lake  Village  at  Glaston- 
bury, that  we  perceive  the  great  contrast.  Examine  the 
plate  here  given  with  those  at  pp.  147,  149  of  vol.  xl  of 
this  Society's  Proceedings,  and  the  least  experienced  eye 
wdll  at  once  perceive  the  immense  progress  made  by  the 
Lake  dwellers.*  Both  these  examples,  so  easy  of  comparison, 
are  from  our  own  West  Country,  and  it  may  be  admitted  that 
in  every  part  of  so  limited  an  area  civilization  was  at  any 
given  epoch  practically  in  the  same  condition.  Yet  between 
the  death  of  the  Culbone  man  and  the  time  of  the  Glastonbury 
people,  the  potter's  wheel  had  been  introduced  from  somewhere, 
and  iron  tools,  very  good  ones,  too,  had  been  obtained,  as  good 
as  are  used  to-day  in  parts  of  Italy.  The  Lake  dwellers  were 
far  on  in  the  Iron  Age  :  they  had  learnt  many  of  the  arts  of 
civilization  :  they  were  very  good  coopers  and  wheelwrights  : 
they  had  lathes  and  could  make  any  kind  of  woodwork  :  while 
one  plate  (p.  149)  shows  that  bronze  bowls  of  considerable 
artistic  merit  were  in  use  among  them.    Beyond  all,  they  had 

*  Dr.  Robert  Munro,  author  of  "The  Lake  Dwellings  of  Europe,"  writes  : — 
"The  style  of  art  which  controlled  the  manufacture  of  Late  Celtic  objects  in- 
volves such  an  enormous  advantage  in  metallurgical  skill  over  the  Bronze  Age 
that  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  the  two  are  connected  by  any  evolutionary 
stages  in  this  country."— (^^w-ee.s,  Oct.  24th,  1892). 
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adopted  the  fashion  of  burial  as  we  now  practise  it,  and  bad 
quite  discarded  the  doubled-up  system. 

Sir  John  Evans  says  that  iron  was  used  in  England  as  early 
as  500  B.C. ;  while  all  the  authorities  have  decided  that  the 
things  found  at  Glastonbury  date  from  200  to  300  B.C.  When 
it  is  considered  how  very  long  what  is  called  the  Bronze  Age 
lasted,  how  very  slow  progress  was  in  remote  ages,  and  that  our 
man  certainly  was  buried  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  Bronze 
period,  we  begin  to  understand  the,  immense  antiquity  of  the 
time  in  which  he  lived.  This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  the 
chronology  nor  the  succession  of  the  use  of  metals.  Bronze 
was  certainly  known  in  Egypt  from  3500  to  4000  B.C.,  and 
Sir  John  Evans  places  the  beginning  of  it  in  Southern  Eng- 
land at  about  1400  B.C.,  but  "  with  all  reserve,"  as  the  intervals 
and  stages  of  process  may  have  been  of  far  longer  duration. 
And  in  another  place  he  says  bronze  was  one  to  two  thousand 
years  earlier  than  iron.  Dr.  Montelius,  who  has  made  the 
Bronze  Age,  particularly  its  chronology,  his  special  study,  and 
is  the  first  living  authority,  places  the  introduction  of  bronze 
into  Britain  at  a  much  earlier  date.  Upon  a  careful  consider- 
ation of  all  the  evidence  he  concludes  that  the  interment  on 
Culbone  Hill  was  "  not  later  than  the  beginning  of  the  second 
millenium,  l.e.^  1900  to  2000  years  B.C.,"  and  though  some 
of  the  scientific  men  place  the  date  somewhat  earlier,  no  one 
would  commit  himself  to  later  than  1500  B.C.,  seeing  that  the 
interment  is  distinctly  earlier  than  the  Bronze  Age  barrows. 

When  we  look  back  upon  the  ascertained  dates  of  Scripture 
history,  our  prehistoric  Briton  seems  to  be  a  veritable  link 
with  the  patriarchs  of  old.  He  must  have  lived  before  Moses, 
for  the  Exodus  was  about  1320  B.C.,  and  may  even  have  been 
contemporary  with  Abraham  ! 

Homer  wrote,  about  900  B.C.,  of  the  siege  of  Troy  (burnt 
about  1183  B.C.),  so  that  Hector,  Agamemnon,  and  the  other 
heroes,  were  moderns  in  comparison  with  our  Briton. 

Such  dates  as  these  are  altogether  new  in  dealing  with 
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Somerset  arcluuology,  l)ut  there  is  nothing  so  astonishing  to 
tliose  who  have  looked  ever  so  slightly  into  Egyptian  history, 
and  have  seen  to  what  perfection  even  high  art  had  arrived 
quite  two  thousand  years  before  the  earliest  date  assigned  to 
the  very  beginning  of  bronze  in  Britain. 

To  those  who  desire  to  consult  authorities  on  the  subjects 
here  dealt  with,  the  following  are  recommended  : — 

Montelius. — La  Civilisation  prirnative  en  Italic.  Stockholm, 
1895  ;  specially  Introd.  and  pp.  394,  474. 

Evans. — Stone  Implemeiits.  Introduction. 

Tylor. — Early  History  of  Mankind.    2nd  Ed.,  p.  221,  etc. 

R.  Munro. — Lake  Dwellings  of  Europe.  1890. 

Das  Grahjeld  von  Hallstadt  und  dessen  Alterthumer.  Vienna, 
1868. 

Evans. — Bronze  Age  of  Britain,  pp.  4,  5,  472  et  sq. 

Wilkinson. — Ancient  Egyptians.    Vol.  i,  41  ;  ii,  247 — 9. 

On  primitive  decoration  upon  pottery.  See  H addon.  Evolu- 
tion in  Art,  1895,  p.  97  et  sq. 

Forman  and  Nuttall. —  Tlie  I^ost  Soul  of  Pattern,  in  Good 
Words.    September,  1896. 


P.S. — Since  the  above  was  in  the  printer's  hands,  the  Earl 
of  Lovelace  has  most  generously  handed  over  the  entire 
interment  to  this  Society  ;  and  having  been  removed  under 
the  careful  supervision  of  Mr.  Bidgood,  the  Curator,  may  now 
be  seen  restored  in  the  Museum  at  Taunton  Castle,  to  the 
precise  condition  in  which  it  was  found  on  Culbone  Hill. 
Thus  the  bones  of  our  very  Ancient  Briton  are  again  at  rest. 


Ctoo  Cf)oma0  Cf)arli0. 


A  CORRECTION. 


liY    REV.    F.   W.  AVEAVKll,  M.A. 

WOOD  in  his  Athence  (Bliss  II,  751)  distinguishes  be- 
tween Thomas  Chard,  Abbot  of  Ford,  and  Thomas 
Chard,  Prior  of  Montacnte  and  Bishop  of  Soliibria. 

But  other  writers,  folloAving  in  the  wake  of  Dr.  Oliver, 
(Monast.  Dioc.  Uxon.,  341)  have  identified  the  two. 

Indeed,  the  last  named  writer,  after  specifying  the  numerous 
preferments  held  by  the  Bishop,  writes  :  "  Had  Wood  been 
aware  of  these  .  accumulated  preferments  and  emoluments, 
besides  the  king's  pension  of  £80  a-year  ('with  fourtie  wayne 
lodes  of  fyre  wood  to  be  taken  yerely  during  his  lyfe')  from 
the  dissolved  Abbey  of  Ford,  he  might  have  spared  his  expres- 
sion of  sympathy  as  "  all  little  enough,  God  wot,  to  support 
his  honourable  dignity." 

To  Mr.  Maxwell  Lyte,  C.B.,  belongs  the  honour  of  proving 
Wood  right  by  an  independent  process  :  namely,  by  examin- 
ing the  handwritings  of  the  two  men  as  preserved  in  documents 
in  the  Public  Record  Office,  and  he  courteously  communicated 
his  important '  find  '  to  the  present  writer  before  he  put  it  on 
record  in  the  eighth  volume  of  the  Somerset  Record  Society's 
Proceedings,  p.  Ixxv.  As  I  had  written  an  account  of  Thomas 
Chard  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Somersetshire  Archaeological 
Society,  vol.  xxxvii,  and,  following  Oliver,  had  identified  the 
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two  persons,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  making  a  recantation, 
and  of  stating  shortly  what  T  believe  to  be  the  true  state  of 
the  case. 

It  is  well  summed  up  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Maxwell  Lyte  to 
myself,  bearing  date  19th  Sept,  189.5,  which  he  kindly  allows 
me  to  quote  : 

"  The  distinction  between  the  two  Thomas  C'hards  appears 
pretty  clear. 

One,  educated  at  the  Cistercian  College  at  Oxford,  becomes 
Abbot  of  the  Cistercian  house  at  Ford,  signs  himself 
Abbot  of  Ford,  writes  a  large  irregular  hand,  dies  1544. 
The  other,  at  first  at  any  rate,  a  secular  priest,  holds  several 
benefices,  becomes  prior  of  the  Cluniac  houses  at  Monta- 
cute  and  Kerswell,  signs  himself  Bishop  of  Solubria  in  a 
letter  dated  at  Kerswell,  writes  a  better  hand  than  bis 
namesake,  dies  1541." 
Having  proved  Wood  in  the  AtJienat  and  Fasti  right  in 
the  main  point  as  to  there  being  two  persons  of  this  name, 
living  at  the  same  time,  and  heads  of  neighbouring  religious 
houses,  it  seems  perhaps  ungenerous  to  point  out  any  in- 
accuracy in  his  accounts  of  them  :  still,  in  the  interest  of 
historical  truth,  it  is  best  to  try  to  secure  accuracy  however 
difficult  of  attainment  it  may  be. 

And  I  still  think  that  Wood  is  wrong  when  he  asserts 
[Fasti  I,  22)  that  Abbot  Chard,  of  Ford,  was  a  native  of 
Aulescombe,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  and  I  still  believe  that 
his  name  was  Thomas  Tybbes,  and  that  he  was  born  at  Chard, 
in  Somerset.* 

If  one  of  them  was  born  at  Aulescombe,  then  I  think  it  was 
the  Bishop. 

Wood  also  hints,  but  in  a  guarded  manner,  that,  "  as  'tis 
said,"  Abbot  Chard  "founded  a  hospital  at  Honyton  in  his 
own  country,"  but  Oliver  shews  that  this  hospital  was  already 


*  See  S.A.S.  Proceedinrfs,  xxxvii,  ii.  5. 
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ill  existence  in  1374,  for  on  September  12th  in  that  year, 
Bishop  Brantingham  granted  an  indulgence  of  twenty  days 
"  to  all  true  penitents  who  would  give  of  their  charity  to  the 
support  of  the  poor  lepers  in  the  hospital  of  St.  Margaret,  at 
Honiton." 

With  these  two  exceptions,  I  think  that  Wood's  accounts  of 
the  two  men  are  accurate,  though  by  no  means  exhaustive. 
His  assertion  (also  a  guarded  one)  that  Bishop  Chard  was 
educated  at  Oxford  {Athence  II,  751),  may  be  true,  but 
there  is  nothing  in  the  extant  registers  of  the  University  to 
shew  it,  though  it  is  only  fair  to  state  that  the  early  registers 
of  the  University  are  very  imperfect. 

I  append  two  lists  giving,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
gather  them,  the  dates  in  the  lives  of  the  two  Thomas  Chards. 


THOMAS  CHARD  ALIAS  TYBBES, 
ABBOT  OF  FORD. 
1505-6.  Jan.  18.  Adm.  B.  Can.  L.  Oxon. 

1507.  May  2.     Offers  a  Sermon  at  Frideswide's  Cross,  or 

at  St.  Paul's  Cross,  London. 
1507.  Oct,  24.    Takes  the  degree  of  D.D.  Oxon. 
1517.  Apr.  25.  Writes  letter  as  Thomas,  Abbot  of  Forde. 

1528.  Builds  the  tower  entrance  of  Ford  Abbey. 

1529.  Apr.  15.  Instituted  to  Vicarage  of  Thorncombe,  which 

he  holds  till  his  death. 
1534.  May  3.     Writes  a  letter  from  Ford  Abbey  to  Thomas 
Cromwell. 

1534.  June  9.     Grants,  John,  son  of  Robert  Tybbes,  lease 
of  tithes  of  Burstock. 

1534.  Aug.  20.   Grants  the  same  a  lease  of  the  Grange  of 

Otehill. 

1535.  Appointed    visitor    of    certain  Cistercian 

Monasteries, 
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l.')35.  Oct.  11.  Writes  to  C'romwell  foi-  permission  for  liim- 
self  and  the  monks  of  Ford  to  leave  the 
precincts  of  their  Monastery. 

1538-9.  Mar.  8.  With  thirteen  monks,  surrenders  Ford  Abbey 
before  Wm.  Petre. 

1540.  Mar.  22.    Appointed  Minister  of  Ottery. 

1543.  Oct.  20.  Resigned  his  office  as  Minister  of  Ottery  to 
John  Hunte,  for  a  pension  of  £2  6s.  8d. 

1.544.  Mar.  25  (about)  died. 


THOMAS  CHARD,  PRIOR  OF  MONTACUTE, 
AND  BISHOP  OF  SOLUBRIA. 

1504.  Sept.  8.  Instituted  to  Vicarage  of  Montacute  on  pre- 
sentation of  the  Priory.    Resigned  1507. 

1508.  Consecrated  "  Episcopus  Solubriensis." 

1508.  Sept.  23.  Holds  his  first  Ordination  in  the  Chapel  of 
the  Palace  at  Exeter. 

1508.  Sept.  26.    Instituted  to  the  Vicarage  of  Torrington 

Parva. 

1508  (circa).  Collated  to  the  Rectory  of  St.  Gluvias, 
Cornwall. 

1509.  Sept.  27.    Holds  an  Ordination  in  the  Church  of  the 

Dominican  Convent  at  Exeter. 

1512.  June  8.      Instituted  to  the  Vicarage  of  Wellington, 

Somerset. 

1513.  July  22.     Consecrates   the    Church   of   St.  Petrock, 

Exeter. 

1513.  Oct.  9.       Appointed  Warden  of  the  College  of  Ottery 

St.  Mary. 

1514.  June  18.    Elected  Prior  of  Montacute. 

1516.  Sept.  6.      Holds  an  Ordination  in  the  Chapel  of  St. 

Katherine*s  Almshouse,  at  Exeter. 
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1518.  Instituted    to   the    Vicarage  of  Holbeton, 

Devon.    Resigned  Oct.  24,  1520. 

1519.  Holds  an  Ordination  in  the  Priory  Church  of 

Montacute. 

1521.  Holds  an  Ordination  at  Wells. 

1521.  Aug.  26.    Instituted  to  the  Rectory  of  TintinhulL 

1523.  Aug.  21.    Receives  commission  for  the  benediction  of 

Simon  Rede,  elected  Abbot  of  Tor. 
1523.  Holds  an  Ordination  in  the  Priory  Church  of 

Montacute. 

1527.  Apr.  20  As  Prior  of  Montacute,  presents  to  Vicarage 
of  East  Chinnock. 

1527.  Dec.  2.  Officiates  at  funeral  of  Lady  Katherine 
Courtney,  daughter  of  Ed^vard  IV. 

1532.  Apr.  10.  Instituted  to  the  Rectory  of  Northyll,  Corn- 
wall. 

1532.  June(6'?Vc«).  Resigns  Priory  of  Montacute. 
1532.  June(c2>c«).  Appointed  Prior  of  Carswell. 

1532.  Sept.  20.    Hold  his   last   Ordination  as  suffragan  of 

Exeter,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Priory  of 
'  Carswell. 

1533.  May  18.  Writes  a  letter  from  Carswell  to  Lady  Lisle. 
1538-9.  Gives  13s  4^  towards  vestments,  at  Tintinhull. 
1540-1.               Gives  6«  8*^  to  the  bells  of  Tintinhull. 

1541.  Oct.  1.       Makes  his  Avill ;  he  is  living  at  Taunton. 
1541.  Oct.  16.     His  will  proved  at  Wells. 
1544.  Nov.  4.      His  will  proved  in  London.* 


*  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  the  will  was  not  proved  in  London  till 
more  than  three  years  after  it  was  proved  at  Wells  ;  yet  such  is  the  fact.  No 
will  of  the  Ahhot  is  extant. 

Authorities.  Wood's  Athence  and  Fasti ;  Oliver's  Monasticon  Dioc.  Exon.  ; 
Re(i.  Univ.  Oxon. ;  Lettei's  and  Papers  (Hen.  viii.);  Somerset  Record  Society 
(vol.  iv.) 
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I lonordn/  «ni<l  (^trrfspondiiK/  Mptnhcrs. 


Srusttes  0f  the  figott  otoUetta  of  ipratotngs,  Somerset. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  the  Diocese. 

The  Membei-s  of  Parliament  for  the  County. 

'I'lie  Chairman  of  Quarter  Sessions. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  County. 


Ilejiresentatiije  %in\n  on  t^e  Ji^briige  Soton  %xnl 

Col.  William  Long. 


$epresenlatii)e  trustee  on  tfee  Hcliester  ®otoii  %xm. 

A.  J.  GooDFORO,  Esq. 


fonorars  anir  CorresjJonMng  Pembers. 

Acland,  Sir  H.  W.,  m.d.,  Regius  Professor  of  Medicine,  Oxford. 

Babington,  C.  C,  Esq.,  f.r.s.,  f.s.a.,  Professor  of  Botany,  5,  Brook- 
side,  Cambridge. 

Bond,  E.  A.,  Esq.,  c.b.,  ll.d.,  Princes  Square,  London,  W. 

Dawkins,  W.  Boyd,  Esq.,  f.r.s.,  f.s.a.,  f.g  s.,  etc..  Professor  of 
Geology,  Owens  College,  Manchester,  Woodhurst,  Fallowfield, 
Manchester. 

Dimock,  Rev.  J.  F.,  Barnborough,  Doncaster. 

Earle,  Rev.   J.,  m.a.,    Oriel,    Professor   of  Anglo-Saxon,  Oxford, 

Swainswick  Rectory,  Bath. 
Lloyd,    Dr.,    Sec.    Archaeological    and    Natural    History  Society, 

Warwick. 

Stubbs,  Right  Rev.  Dr.,  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

Wilson,  Daniel,  Esq.,  ll.d.,  Professor  of  English  Language, 
Toronto,  Canada, 


places  of  Meeting 

OF 

Cf)e  ®omersetsl)ire  arcbaeological  anD  iSatural 
l^i0torp  ©ocietp. 


Place  of  Meetimj. 

1849  Taunton 

1850  Taunton 

„  Bridgwater 
„  Frome 
„  Wells 


1851  Weston-s.-Mare 

1852  Bath 

1853  Yeovil 

1854  Taunton  ' 

1855  Dunster 

1856  Bridgavater 

1857  Bruton 

1858  Bridgwater 

1859  Glastonbury  ... 

1860  Clevedon 

1861  Langport 

1862  Wellington 

1863  Wells 

1864  Burn  1 1  AM 

1865  Shepton  Mallet 

1866  Ilminster 

1867  Bristol 

1868  WiLLlTON 


President. 
Sir  W.  C.  Trevelyan,  Bart. 
Rev.  F.  B.  Portmaii. 
The  Earl  of  Cavan. 
F.  H.  Dickinson,  Esq. 
The  Hon.  and  Right  Rev.  Baron 

Auckland,  Lord  Bishop  of  Bath 

and  Wells. 
T.  T.  Knyfton,  Esq. 
W.  H.  P.  Gore-Langton,  Esq. 
Wm.  Pinney,  Esq. 
Right  Hon.  H.  Labouchere. 
Sir  W.  C.  Trevelyan,  Bart. 
Wm.  Stradling,  Esq. 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Talbot  de  Malahide 
The  Hon.  P.  P.  Bouverie. 
F.  H.  Dickinson,  Esq. 
R.  N.  Grenville,  Esq. 
R.  N.  Grenville,  Esq. 

E.  A.  Sanford,  Esq. 

F.  H.  Dickinson,  Es(|. 
F.  H.  Dickinson,  Esq. 
R.  H.  Paget,  Esq. 

R.  T.  Combe,  J]sq. 

Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Bart. 

Sir  A.  A.  Hood,  Bart. 
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IHarrs  of  Mrciim/. 


Place  of  McetirKj. 

1869  AxBuiixiE 

1870  WiNCANTON 

1871  Crewkerne 

1872  Taunton 

1873  Wells 


1874  Sherborne 

1875  Frome 

1876  Bath 

1877  Bridgwater 

1878  Bruton 

1879  Taunton 

1880  GrLASTONBURY  ... 

1881  Clevedon 

1882  Chard 

1883  WiVELISCOMBE  ... 

1884  Shepton  Mallet 

1885  Weston-s.-Mare 

1886  Yeovil 

1887  Bristol 

1888  Wells 


1889  MiNEHEAD 

1890  Castle  Cary 

1891  Crewkerne 

1892  Wellington 

1893  Frome 

1894  Langport 

1895  Bath 

1896  Sherborne 


President. 

Win.  Long,  Esq. 

Sir  W.  C.  Medlycott,  JUrt. 

E.  A.  Freeman,  Esq. 

W.  A.  Sanford,  Esq. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  and  Rt.  Rev.  Lord 

Arthur  Hervey,  Lord  Bishop 

of  Bath  and  Wells. 
H.  Danby  Seymour,  Esq. 
Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Cork. 
Jerom  Murch,  Esq. 
The  Hon.  and  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop 

CMord. 
Rev.  Canon  Meade. 
Rev.  Canon  Meade. 
E.  A.  Freeman,  Esq. 
E.  H.  Elton,  Esq. 
C.  I.  Elton,  Esq. 
W.  E.  Surtees,  Esq. 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Carlingford. 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Carlingford. 
John  Batten,  Esq. 
Sir.  G.  W.  Edwards. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  and  Rt.  Rev.  Lord 

Arthur  Hervey,  Lord  Bishop 

of  Bath  and  Wells. 

G.  F.  Luttrell,  Esq. 

H.  Hobhouse,  Esq. 
Col.  A.  R.  Hoskins. 
W.  A.  Sanford,  Esq. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Hylton. 
E.  B.  Cely  Trevilian,  Esq. 
H.  Duncan  Skrine,  Esq. 
J.  K.  D.  Wingfield  Digby,  Esq. 


Societies  in  CorregponDence,  for  tfte  (Ercbange 
of  Put)Ucation0. 

Royal  Archaeological  Institute  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
British  Association. 
British  Museum. 

British  Museum  (Natural  History). 
British  Archaeological  Association. 
Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London. 
Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland. 
Royal  Irish  Academy. 
Royal  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Ireland. 
Guildhall  Library,  London. 

Associated  Architectural  Societies  of  Northampton,  etc. 
Sussex  Arch«ological  Society. 

Suffolk  Institute  of  Archicolos^y  and  Natural  History. 

Surrey  Archaeological  Society. 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Historic  Society. 

Wiltshire  Archaeological  and  Natural  History  Society. 

London  and  Middlesex  Archaeological  Society. 

Plymouth  Institution  and  Devon  and  Cornwall  Natural 

History  Society. 
Kent  Archieological  Society. 

Bristol  and  Gloucestershire  Archasological  Society. 

Powys  Land  Club,  Montgomeryshire. 

Derbyshire  Archaeological  and  Natural  History  Society. 

Shropshire  Arch{eological  and  Natural  History  Society. 

Berkshire  Archieological  and  Architectural  Society. 

Hertfordshire  Natural  History  Society. 

Essex  Archaeological  Society. 

Norfolk  and  Norwich  Archaeological  Society. 

Leicestershire  Architectural  and  Archaeological  Society. 
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Corves pondiiuj  Sociri  irs. 


Royal  Institution  of  Corinvall. 
Yorkshire  Arcliau)logica,l  Society. 

Buckingham  Architectural  and  Ai-chieological  Society. 

Northamptonshire  Naturalists'  Society. 

Bath  Natural  History  and  Antiquarian  Field  Club. 

Geologists'  Association. 

Royal  Dublin  Society. 

Bristol  Naturalists'  Society. 

Liverpool  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society. 

Manchester  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society. 

Barrow  Naturalists'  Field  Club. 

Essex  Field  Club. 

Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Cambridge  Antiquarian  Society. 

Chester  Archaeological  and  Historical  Society. 

Clifton  Antiquarian  Club. 

Hampshire  Field  Club. 

Thoresby  Society,  Leeds. 

Folk-Lore  Society. 

Postal  Microscopic  Society. 

The  Reliquary  and  Illustrated  Archieologist. 

Royal  Norwegian  University,  Christiana. 

Geological  Institution  of  the  University  of  Upsala,  Sweden. 

Canadian  Institute. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  U.S. 
Bureau  of  American  Ethnology,  Washington,  U.S. 
United  States  Geological  Survey,  Washington,  U.S. 
Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Massachusetts,  U.S. 
New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Boston,  U.S. 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Davenport,  Iowa,  U.S. 
Old  Colony  Historical  Society,  Taunton,  Mass.  U.S. 
Geological  Department  of  the  University  of  California. 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Philadelphia,  U.  S. 
Socicte  Vaudoise  des  Sciences  Naturelles,  Lausanne. 
Socicte  Arclicologique  de  Bordeaux. 


List  of  agemtjers  for  1896. 


Those  mark(Ml  *  are  Life  Members. 
Acland,  C.  T.  D.  Ilolnicotc,  Tdiinton 

Acland,    Rt.    Hon.    Sir   T.    D.,    P>art.   Killcrton  Park, 

Devon,  V.P. 
Adams,  W.  Taunton 

Adlam,  William,  F.S.a.  Manor  House,  Chew  Mafjna.,  Bristol 
5  Aldridge,  Rev.  Preb.  W.  W.  PVeston-su]>er-Mare 
Aid  worth.  Major  Robert,  West  Coker 
Alford,  H.  Taunton 
Alford,  H.  J.,  M.D.  Taunton 

Allen,  F.  J.,  M.D.  Professor  of  Physiology,  Mason  College, 
Birmingham 
10  Allen,  Miss,  The  Avenue,  Taunton 
Allhnsen,  Wilton,  Pinhay,  Lyme  Regis 
Alms,  E.  T.  Taunton 

Altham,  Mrs.  Timbercombe,  Aisholt,  Bridgwater 

Anderson,  Rev.  C.  G.  Otterhamjiton,  Bridgwater 
15  Ashworth-Bartlett,  Mrs.  L.  S.  Claverton  Lodeje,  Bathwick 
Hill,  Bath 

Askwith,  Rev.  Preb.  Taunton 

Atkins,  J.  M.  Wells 

Austen,  Rev.  E.  G.  Pensclwood,  Bath 

Aveline,  Wm.  Talbot,  Oaklands,  Wrington 
20  Badcock,  Daniel,  Kilve  Court,  Bridgwater 

Badcock,  H.  J.  Pitminster,  Taunton,  Treasurer 

Bagehot,  Mrs.  Walter,  Herd^s  Hill,  Langport 

Bailward,  T.  H.  M.  Manor  House,  Horsington 

Baker,  E.  E.,  f.S.a.  Weston-super-Mare 
25  Baker,  W.  Proctor,  Brislington,  Bristol 

Baker,  Rev.  S.  O.  Muchelney 

Barker,  E.  V.  P.  Glastonbury 

Barnard,  Miss  Constance  E.  War  grave,  Clevedon 

Barnicott,  Reginald,  Taunton 
30  Barnstaple,  North  Devon  Athenaeum 


80 


Li  si  of  Mem  hers  for  1H9(J. 


Barrett,  Jonathan,  Taunton 
I^arrett,  Major,  Moredon  House^  North  Curry 
Barstow,  J.  .Jackson,  The  Lodcje^  IVcston-super-Mare 
Hartlett,  Rev.  R.   Grosvenor,    Corfe    Castlr,  Wareham^ 
Dorset 

35  Bartrum,  J.  S.  13,  Gay  Street^  Bath 
Bates,  Rev.  E.  H.  Bayford,  Winca.nton 
Bathurst,  A.  2,  New-square,  Lincoln  s  Inn,  London 
Batten,  Henry  B.  Aldon,  Yeovil 

Batten,  H.  Cary,  T^eigh  I^odye,  Abbots  Leiyh,  Bristol 
40  Batten,  H.  Phelips,  Hollands,  Yeovil 

Batten,  John,  f.s.a.  Aldon,  Yeovil,  v. P. 

Batten,  Lieut.-Col.  J.  Mount,  Mornington  Lodge,  West 
Kensington,  W.,  and  Coker  Court,  Yeovil 

Battersby,  W.  Knowle,  Dunster  (deceased) 

Beames,  J.  Netherclay,  Taunton 
45  Beck,  Rev.  W.  J.  Sutton  Montis,  Sparkford 

^Beddoe,  J.,  m.d.,  f.r.s.  J'he  Chantry,  Bradford-on-Avon 

Bell,  J.  H.  DaJton  Lees,  Huddersjicld 

Bennett,  H.  E.  Sparkford,  Bath 

Bennett,  Mrs.  5,  Bardwell  Road,  Oxford 
50  Bennett,  T.  O.  Bruton 

Bentley,  F.  J.  R.  Woodlands,  Wellington 

Bere,  Charles,  Milverton 

Berkeley,  Rev.  G.  W.  Butleigh 

Bernard,  Rev.  Canon,  Wells 
55  Besley,  Mrs.  Gotton  House,  West  Monkton 

Bicknell,  A.  S.  23,  Onslow  Gardens,  South  Kensington 

Birkbeck,  Rev.  W.  J.  Tower  House,  Salisbury 

Bisdee,  Alfred,  Hutton  Court,  Weston-super-Mare 

Blake,  W.  Bridge  House,  South  Petherton 
60  Blakiston,  A.  A.  Glastonbury 

Blathwayt,  Lieut.-Colonel  Linley,  Eagle  House,  Batheaston 

Blathwayt,  Rev.  Wynter  E.  Dyrham,  Chippenham 

Blathwayt,  Rev.  W.  T.  Dyrham,  Chippenham 

Booker,  Wm.  Thomas,  Wellington 
65  Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  U.S.  America 

Bothamley,  Ven.  Archdeacon,  Richmond  Ijodge,  Bath 

Bothamley,  C.  H.  Wentworth,  Weston-super-Mare 

Bourdillon,  E.  D.  Dinder  House,  Wells 

Bouverie,  H.  H.  P.  Brymore  House,  Bridgwater 
70  Bownes,  Rev.  Jas.  Creeeh  St.  Michael 

Braikenridge,  W.  Jerdone,  Clevedon 

Bramble,  Lieut.-Col.,  f.s.a.  Cleeve  House,  Yatton,  General 
Secretary 


List  of  Mnnhrrs  for  1896. 
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Bridport,  The  Rt.  Hon.   The  Viscount,  g.c.b.  Cricket 
Lodge,  Chard 

Broadmead,  W.  B.  Enmore  Castle 
75  Broderip,  Edmund,  Cos  sine/ toji  Manor Bridgivater 

Brown,  F.  W.  Chardlcigh  Green,  Chard 

Brown,  G.  Gordon 

Brown,  John,  Wadeford,  Chard 

Brown,  T.  Loader,  CJuwdleigh  Green,  Chard 
80  Brown,  W.  H.  M.  Sherborne 

Browne,  Ven.  Archdeacon,  Wells  (deceased) 

Brownlow,  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop,  Bisho])''s  House,  Park-'place, 
Clifton,  Bristol 

Brutton,  J.  7,  Princes-street,  Yeovil 

Buckle,  Edmund,  23,  Bedford  Row,  London,  PV.C. 
85  Buckle,  Rev.  Canon,  Wells 

Bull,  Rev.  Thos.  Williamson,  Paulton 

Bulleid,  Arthur,  Glastonbury 

Bulleid,  J.  G.  L.  Glastonbury 

Bulleid,  G.  L.  Glastonbury 
90  Buller,  Rev.  Preb.  W.  E.  North  Carry 

Bunny,      Brice,  Bishop\<;  Lydeard 

Burridge,  W.  The  Wilhnvs,  Wellington 

Bush,  John,  9,  Pembroke  Road,  Clifton,  Bristol 
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Cartwright,  Rev.  H.  A.  Whitestaunton 
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Clark,  W.  S.  Street 
115  Clarke,  A.  A.  IVelh 
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Foster,  E.  A.  Finder,  Kingskerswell,  Devon 
Foster,  Major,  Dene  Court,  Bishop's  Lydeard 
190  Fowler,  Rev.  C.  A.  Walton-in-Gordano 
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195  Fox,  Rev.  J.  C.  Temple  Combe 
Fox,  Sylvanus,  Linden,  Wellington 


84 


JAst  of  Mnnhrrs  for  IH96, 
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200  Frome  Literary  Institute 

Fry,  The  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edwd.,  r.c,  f.s.a.,  late  Lord 
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Johnson,  Admiral,  Haines-hill,  Taunton 
295  Johnston,  Joseph  Nicholson,  Hesketh  House,  Yeovil 
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310  Knight,  L.  T.  Northcote,  Lansdown-road,  Bath 
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330  Ludlow,  Walter,  Alcombe,  Dunster 

Luttrell,  G.  F.  Dunster  Castle,  v. P. 
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370  Newnham,  Capt.  N.  J.  Blaydon  Court,  Bristol 
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Odgers,  Rev.  J.  E.  145,  JVoodstock-road,  Oxford 
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Peacock,  Rev.  E.  Rockjield,  Nunney,  Frome 

Peake,  Rev.  George  Eden,  Holford,  Bridywater 
390  Pearse,  Rev.  Beauchamp  Yi.W.  The  Old  Rectory,  Ascot, 
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Porch,  J.  A.  Edgarley  House,  Glastonbury 
415  Portman,  The  Rt.  Hon.  The  Viscount,  Bryanstone  House, 
Dorset,  v. P. 

Powell,  Septimus,  The  Hermitage,  Weston-super-Mare 

Prankerd,  John,  Briarfield,  Torquay  (deceased) 

Prankerd,  P.  D.  The  Knoll,  Sneyd  Park,  Bristol 

Price,  R.  E.  Broomfield  Hall,  Bridgwater 
420  Prideaux,  C.  S.,  L.d.s.,  r.c.S.  Eng.  Cornhill,  Dorchester 

Prideaux,  W.  de  C.  Wellington 

Pring,  Rev.  Daniel      Wilton,  Taunton 

Prior,  R.  C.  A.,  m.d.  Halse 

Quicke,  Rev.  C.  P.  Ashbrittle 
425*Ramsden,  Sir  John  Wm.,  Bart.  Bulstrode  Gerrard^s  Cross, 
Bucks,  6,  Upper  Brook-street,  London,  and  Byram, 
Yorkshire. 

Rawle,  E.  J.  Camden  Villa,  Chiselhurst,  Kent, 
Raymond,  Walter,  Yeovil 
Reeves,  A.  Taunton 

Risk,  Rev.  J.  E.  Stockleigh  English,  Crediton,  Devon 
430  Richardson,  Rev.  A.  Brislington 

Risley,  S.  Norris,  Ashcott  House,  Ashcott,  Bridgivafer 

Roberts,  F.  W.  Northbrook  L^odge,  Taunton 

Rocke,  Mrs.  Chalice  Hill,  Glastonbury 

Rogers,  G.  H.  16,  Park-street,  Taunton 
435  Rogers,  The  Worshipful  Chancellor  T.  E.  Yarlington 
House,  Wincanton 
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List  of  Mrnihrrs  for  1H96. 


llogci's,  W.  II.  II.  F.8.A.  llcllcmie,  Pohloc-road^  Exeter 
liosc,  Kcv.  W.  F.  Worle,  kVcston-supfV-Mare 
Ilossitcr,  (jr.  F.,  M.H.  f'Vestoii-super- Ma/re 
liowe,  J.    I>i"()okliio-j   F.S.A.  Castle   IJar/ncrin,  J^h/mpton, 
Devon 

440  Ruddock,  Aliss  Fanny  M.  El  infield.,  Clcredoii 

Kucgg",  Lewis  II.  H'estbury,  Sherhoriie,  Dorset 

liutter,  llev.  J.  II.  Ihninster 

Salrnpn,  Rev.  Rreb.  E  A.  Weston-sii/per-Mare 

Samson,  C.  H.  Taunton 
445  Sauford,  W.  A.  Nynehead  Court ^  Wellington,  v.r. 

Sant'ord,  F.  C.  A.  Nynehead  CoiLrt,  Wellinyton 

Saunders,  G.,  Jun.  Lydeard  House,  near  Taunton 

Sawyer,  Col.  F.  Hinton  St.  Georye 

Scott,  Rev.  J.  P.  Wey  House,  near  Taunton 
450  Scott,  M.  H.  5,  Eansdown  Place  West,  Bath 

Scale,  Rev.  F.  S.  P.  Pitminster 

Sears,  R.  H.  Priory  House,  Ta/anton 

Sheldon,  Thomas,  Clevedon 

Shore,  Capt.  The  Hon.  Henry  N.  Mount  Elton,  Clevedon 
455  Short,  Jno.  Provis,  Batcombe,  Bath 

Shum,  F.  17,  Norfolk  Crescent,  Bath 

Sibley,  J.  P.  Highclere  House,  Taunton 

Skinner,  Stephen,  m.b.  Tranent  Lawn,  Clevedon 

Skrine,  H.  D.  Claverton  Manor,  Bath,  Y.P. 
460  Skrine,  H.  M.  Warleigh  Manor,  Bath 

Slade,  Wyndham,  i)/o?i^3/5  Court,  Taunton 

Sloper,  E.  Dashivood  House,  Broad-street,  London 

Sly,  E.  B.  Glastonbury 

Small,  H.  E.  Cedric  House,  Chard 
465  Smith,  F.  Buchanan,  Haines-hill,  Taunton 

Smith,  Rev.  Gilbert  E.  Barton  St.  David 

Smith,  Wm.,  m.d,  Wey  hill,  Andover 

Smith,  Arthur,  St.  Cuthberf s,  Weston-super-Mare 

Smith,  J.  H.  W.  Roseneath,  Taunton 
470  Smith,  VV.  Carleton,  Chiplcy,  Wellington 

Smith,  Rev.  A.  H.  A.  The  Vicarage,  Lyng 

Somers,  B.  E.  Mendip  Lodge,  L.angford,  Bristol 

Somers-Cocks,  Rev.  Henry  Lawrence,  Street 

Somerville,  A.  F.  Hinder,  Wells 
475  Sommerville,  R.  G.  Woodlands,  Taunton 

Southall,  H.  The  Craig,  Boss 

Southam,  Rev.  J.  H.  Trull 

Sparks,  William,  Crewherne 

Speke,  W.  Jordans,  Hminster 
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480  Spencer,  Frederick,  Pondsmcad,  Oakhill.,  Bath. 

Spencer,  J.  H.  Corfe,  Taunton 

Spencer,  J.  Maitland,  Hillylands^  Ashwick,  Bat/t 

Spicer,  Nortlicote  W.  Chard 

S  pi  Her,  H.  J.  Taunton 
485  Spiller,  Miss,  Sunny  Bank^  Brldywater 

Standley,  A.  P.  Taunton 

Stanley,  E.  J.,  m.p.  Quantock  Lodge,  Bridgwater 

Steevens,  A.  Taunton 

Stephenson,  Rev.  Preb.  J.  H.  Lympsliam 
490  Stoate,  Wm.  Belmont,  Burnham 

Strachey,  Sir  E.,  Eart,  Sutton  Court,  Fensford,  Bristol,  v.r. 

Stradliiig,  Rev.  W.  J.  L.  Chilton-super-Polden 

Stringfellow,  A.  H.  The  Chestnuts,  Taunton 

Stnart,  A.  T.  B.  MeUifont  Abbey,  Wookey,  Wells 
495  Stiickey,  Vincent,  Hill  House,  Langport 

Sully,  Christopher  W.  The  Lawn^  fVellington 

Sully,  T.N. 

Sully,  J.  Norman,  Bridgwater 

Swayne,  W.  T.  Glastonbury 
500  Sweetman,  Geo.  Wine.anton 

Tanner,  Rev.  T.  C.  Burlescombe  l^icarage,  PVellington 

Taplin,  T.  K.  Mount  House,  3Iilrerton 

Taylor,  Thomas,  Taunton 

Taylor,  Rev.  A.  D.  Churchstanton 
505  Taylor,  Rev.. J.  H.  lie  Abbots 

Temple,  Rt.  Hon.  Earl,  Newton  Hou,se^  Bristol 

Thatcher,  A.  A.  Midsomer  Norton,  Bath 

Thatcher,  Edwd.  J.  Firfield  House,  Kiiowle,  Bristol 

Thomas,  C.  E.  Granville,  Lansdown,  Bath 
510  Thompson,  Rev.  Archer,  Montrose,  Weston  Bark,  Bath 

Thompson,  H.  Stuart,  35,  Paradise-street,  Birmingham 

Thomson,  Rev.  Gr.  O.  L.  The  King'^s  College,  Taunton 

Tliring,  Rev.  Preb.  Godfrey,  Plonlis  Hill,  Shamley  Green, 
Guildford 

Tilley,  J.  A.  C.  73,  *S'^.  George' s-square,  London,  S.W. 
515  Tite,  C. 
Tite,  Mrs. 

Todd,  Lieut.-Col.  Keynston  Lodge,  Blandford  (deceased) 
Toft,  Rev.  H.  Axhridge 
Tomkins,  Rev.  H.  G.  Weston-super-Mare 
520  Tomkins,  Rev.  W.  S. 

Torditfe,  Rev.  Stafford,  Staplegrove 
Trask,  Charles,  Norton,  Tlminster 

Trenchard,  W.  J.  Heidelberg  House,  Mary-street,  Taunton 
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Ti'eviliaii,  E.  H.  C'ely,  Midelncij  Place,  Drayton,  v. p. 
525  Trusted,  C.       Sussex  House,  Pembroke-road^  Clifton 
Tucker,  W.  J.  Cliard 
Tuckett,  F.  F.  Frcncluiy,  Bristol 

Turner,    H.    G.    Stapleyroce,   and   19,    Sloane  Gardens, 

London,  S.W. 
Tynte,  Halswell  M.  Kemeys,  Halswell,  Bridyioater 
530  Tynte,  St.  David  Kemeys,  Sherivood,  Goathurst 
Tyndale,  J.  W.  Warre,  Evercreeeh,  Bath 
Ussher,  W.  A.  E.,  H.M.  Geological  Survey 
Valentine,  E.  W.  Somerton 

Wadmore,  liev.  J.  A.  W.  Barrow  Gurney,  Bristol 
535  Wait,  H.  W.  K.  13,  Paragon,  Clifton 

Wakefield,  J.  E.  W.  Taunton 

Waldron,  Clement,  Llandaff,  S.  Wales 

Walter,  W.  W.  Stoke-sub-Hambdon 

Warry,  G.  D.,  Q.c.  Shapwick 
540  Watts,  B.  H.  13,  Queen-squa,re,  Bath 

Weaver,  Chas.  Uplands,  St.  John  s-road,  Clifton 

Weaver,  Rev.  F.  VV.  Milton  Clevedon,  Evercreeeh,  General 
Secretary 

Welch,  C.  23,  Kensington  Mansions,  Nevern-square,  Lon- 
don, S.  W. 

Wells,  The  Dean  and  Chapter 
545  Wells,  Theological  College 

Were,  F.  Cratwicke  Court,  BarroiD  Gurney,  Bristol 

West,  Rev.  W.  H.  25,  Pulteney  Street,  Bath 

Westlake,  W.  H.  Taunton 

Whale,  Rev.  T.  W.  Weston,  Bath 
550  Whitting,  C.  G.  Glandore,  Weston-super-Mare 

Williams,  Rev.  Wadham  Pigott,  W^eston-super-Mare 

Williams,  Thos.  Webb,  Flax-Bourton 

Wilkinson,  Rev.  Thos.  Taunton 

Wills,  H.  H.  W.  Barley  Wood,  Wrington 
555  Wills,  Sir  W.  H.  Bart.  Coombe  Lodge,  Blagdon,  R.S.O., 
Somerset 

Wilson,  Rev.  W.  C.  Huntspill 

Winter,  J.  A.  Yorke  House,  Bideford 

Winterbotham,  W.  L.,  m.b.  Bridgwater 

Winwood,  Rev.  H.  H.  11,  Cavendish-crescent,  Bath 
560  Winwood,  T.  H.  R.  Wellisford  Manor,  Wellington 

Wood,  Alexander,  The  Laurels,  Horsham,  Sussex 

Wood,  F.  A.  Highjield,  Chew  Magna 

Wood,  Rev.  W.  Berdmore,  Bicknoller  Vicarage 

Woodforde,  Rev.  A.  J.  J^ocking  Vicarage,  Weston-super-Mare 
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565  Wooler,  W.  H.  Weston-super-Mare 
Worthington,  Rev.  J.  Taunton 
Wright,  W.  H.  K.  Free  Library,  Plymouth 
Wyatt,  J.  W.  East  Court,  fVookey,  Weston-suj^er-Ma.re 
YouDg,  T.  Chard 


Members  are  requested  to  inform  either  of  the  Secretaries  of  any  errors  or 
omissions  in  the  above  list  ;  they  are  also  requested  to  authorise  their 
Bankers  to  pay  their  subscriptions  annually  to  Stuck ey's  Banking  Com- 
pany, Taunton  ;  or  to  either  of  their  branches  ;  or  their  respective 
London  Agents,  on  account  of  the  Treasurer. 


rpHTS  Society  shall  be  denominated  "The  Somersetshire 
X.  Archaeological  and  Natural  History  Society;"  and  its 
object  shall  be  the  cultivation  of,  and  collecting  information  on, 
Archaeology  and  Natural  History  in  their  various  branches,  but  more 
particularly  in  connection  with  the  County  of  Somerset,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  Museum  and  Library. 

II.  — The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  Patron  and 
Trustees,  elected  for  life ;  a  President ;  Vice-Presidents ;  General  and 
District  or  Local  Secretaries  ;  and  a  Treasurer,  elected  at  each 
Anniversary  Meeting  ;  with  a  Committee  of  twelve,  six  of  whom 
shall  go  out  annually  by  rotation,  but  may  be  re-elected.  No  person 
shall  be  elected  on  the  Committee  until  he  shall  have  been  six  months 
a  Member  of  the  Society. 

III.  — Anniversary  General  Meetings  shall  be  held  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  the  Officers,  of  receiving  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
for  the  past  year,  and  of  transacting  all  other  necessary  business,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  the  Committee  shall  appoint,  of  which 
Meetings  three  weeks'  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  Members. 

IV.  — There  shall  also  be  a  General  Meeting,  fixed  by  the  Com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  receiving  reports,  reading  Papers,  and 
transacting  business.  All  Members  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
introducing  one  friend  to  the  Anniversary  and  General  Meetings. 

V.  — The  Committee  is  empowered  to  call  Special  Meetings  of  the 
Society  upon  receiving  a  requisition  signed  by  ten  Members.  Three 
weeks'  notice  of  such  Special  Meeting  and  its  objects,  shall  be  given 
to  each  Member. 

VI.  — The  affairs  of  the  Society  shall  be  directed  by  the  Committee 
(of  which  the  Officers  of  the  Society  will  be  ex- officio  Members), 
which  shall  hold  monthly  Meetings  for  receiving  Reports  from  the 
Secretaries  and  sub-Committees,  and  for  transacting  other  necessary 
business  ;  three  of  the  Committee  shall  be  a  quorum.  Members  may 
attend  the  Monthly  Committee  Meetings  after  the  official  business 
has  been  transacted. 

VII.  — The  Chairman  at  Meetings  of  the  Society  shall  have  a 
casting  vote,  in  addition  to  his  vote  as  a  Member. 
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VIII.  — One  (at  least)  of  the  Secretaries  shall  attend  each  Meeting, 
and  shall  keep  a  record  of  its  proceedings.  The  property  of  the 
Society  shall  be  held  in  Trust  for  the  Members  by  twelve  Trustees, 
who  shall  be  chosen  from  the  Members  at  any  General  Meeting. 
All  Manuscripts  and  Communications  and  other  property  of  the 
Society  shall  be  under  the  charge  of  the  Secretaries. 

IX.  — Candidates  for  admission  as  Members  shall  be  proposed  by 
two  Members  at  any  of  the  General  or  Committee  Meetings,  and 
the  election  shall  be  determined  by  ballot  at  the  next  Committee  or 
General  Meeting;  three-fourths  of  the  Members  present  balloting 
shall  elect.  The  Rules  of  the  Society  shall  be  subscribed  by  every 
person  becoming  a  Member. 

X.  —  Ladies  shall  be  eligible  as  Members  of  the  Society  without 
ballot,  being  proposed  by  two  Members  and  approved  by  the  majority 
of  the  Meeting. 

XT.  —  Each  Member  shall  pay  Ten  Shillings  and  Sixpence  on 
admission  to  the  Society,  and  Ten  Shillings  and  Sixpence  as  an 
annual  subscription,  which  shall  become  due  on  the  first  of  January 
in  each  year,  and  shall  be  paid  in  advance. 

XII.  — Donors  of  Ten  Guineas  or  upwards  shall  be  Members  for 
life. 

XIII.  — At  General  Meetings  of  the  Society  the  Committee  may 
recommend  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Honorary  and  Corresponding 
Members. 

XIV.  — When  an  office  shall  become  vacant,  or  any  new  appoint- 
ment shall  be  requisite,  the  Committee  shall  have  power  to  fill  up 
the  same  :  such  appointments  shall  remain  in  force  only  till  the  next 
General  Meeting,  when  they  shall  be  either  confirmed  or  annulled. 

XV.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  Subscriptions  and  Donations 
made  to  the  Society,  and  shall  pay  all  accounts  passed  by  the  Com- 
mittee ;  he  shall  keep  a  book  of  receipts  and  payments,  which  he 
shall  produce  whenever  the  Committee  shall  require  it ;  the  accounts 
shall  be  audited  previously  to  the  Anniversary  Meeting  by  two 
Members  of  the  Committee  chosen  for  that  purpose,  and  an  abstract 
of  them  shall  be  read  at  the  Meeting. 

XVI.  — No  change  shall  be  made  in  the  laws  of  the  Society  except 
at  a  General  or  Special  Meeting,  at  which  twelve  Members  at  least 
shall  be  present.  Of  the  proposed  change  a  month's  notice  shall 
be  given  to  the  Secretaries,  who  shall  communicate  the  same  to  each 
Member  three  wef^ks  before  the  Meeting. 

XVII.  — Papers  read  at  Meetings  of  the  Society,  may  (with  the 
Author's  consent  and  subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  Committee)  be 
published  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society. 

XVIII.  — No  religious  or  political  discussions  shall  be  permitted  at 
Meetings  of  the  Society. 
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XTX.  — Any  person  contributing  books  or  specimens  to  the  Museum 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  resume  possession  of  them  in  the  event  of  a 
dissolution  of  the  Society.  Persons  shall  also  have  liberty  to  deposit 
books  or  specimens  for  a  specific  time  only. 

XX. — In  case  of  dissolution,  the  real  property  of  the  Society  in 
Taunton  shall  be  held  by  the  Trustees,  for  the  advancement  of 
Literature,  Science  and  Art,  in  the  town  of  Taunton  and  the  county 
of  Somerset. 


liules  for  t^e  (gokrnment  of  tlje  f  ibrarj. 

1.  — The  Library  shall  be  open  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  the 
Society  daily  (with  the  exception  of  Sundays,  Good  Friday  and 
Christmas  Day),  from  Ten  in  the  Morning  till  Five  in  the  Afternoon, 
from  April  to  August  inclusive,  and  during  the  remaining  months 
of  the  year  until  Four  o'clock. 

2.  — Every  Member  of  the  Society  whose  annual  Subscription 
shall  not  be  more  than  three  months  in  arrear  may  borrow  out  of 
the  Library  not  more  than  two  volumes  at  a  time,  and  may  exchange 
any  of  the  borrowed  volumes  for  others  as  often  as  he  may  please,  but 
so  that  he  shall  not  have  more  than  two  in  his  possession  at  any 
one  time. 

3  — Every  application  by  any  Member  who  shall  not  attend  in 
person  for  the  loan  of  any  book  or  books  shall  be  in  writing. 

4.  — So  much  of  the  title  of  every  book  borrowed  as  will  suffice  to 
distinguish  it,  the  name  of  the  borrower,  and  the  time  of  borrowing 
it,  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  called  the  "  Library  Delivery 
Book  ; "  and  such  entry,  except  the  application  be  by  letter,  shall  be 
signed  by  the  borrower ;  and  the  return  of  books  borrowed  shall  be 
duly  entered  in  the  same  book. 

5.  — The  book  or  books  borrowed  may  either  be  taken  away  by  the 
borrower,  or  sent  to  him  in  any  reasonable  and  recognised  mode 
which  he  may  request  ;  and  should  no  request  be  made,  then  the 
Curator  shall  send  the  same  to  the  borrower  by  such  mode  as  the 
Curator  shall  think  fit. 

6.  — All  cost  of  the  packing,  and  of  the  transmission  and  return  of 
the  book  or  books  borrowed,  shall  in  every  case  be  defrayed  by  the 
Member  who  shall  have  borrowed  the  same. 

7.  — No  book  borrowed  out  of  the  Library  shall  be  retained  for  a 
longer  period  than  one  month,  if  the  same  be  applied  for  in  the  mean 
time  by  any  other  Member;  nor  in  any  case  shall  any  book  be 
retained  for  a  longer  period  than  three  months. 
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8. — Every  Member  who  shall  borrow  any  book  out  of  the  Library 
shall  be  responsible  to  the  Society  for  its  safety  and  good  condition 
from  the  time  of  its  leaving  the  Library  ;  also  if  he  borrow  any  book 
or  manuscript  within  the  Library,  till  it  shall  be  returned  by  him. 
And  in  case  of  loss  or  damage,  he  shall  replace  the  same  or  make  it 
good  ;  or,  if  required  by  the  Committee,  shall  furnish  another  copy  of 
the  entire  work  of  which  it  may  be  part. 

9 — No  manuscript,  nor  any  drawing,  nor  any  part  of  the  Society's 
collection  of  prints  or  rubbings  shall  be  lent  out  of  the  Library 
without  a  special  order  of  the  Committee,  and  a  bond  given  for  its 
safe  return  at  such  time  as  the  Committee  shall  appoint. 

10.  — The  Committee  shall  prepare,  and  may  from  time  to  time  add 
to  or  alter,  a  list  of  such  works  as  shall  not  be  lent  out  of  the  Library, 
on  account  of  their  rarity,  value,  or  peculiar  liability  to  damage  ;  or 
on  account  of  their  being  works  of  reference  often  needed  by 
Members  personally  using  the  Library,  and  a  copy  of  such  list  for  the 
time  being  shall  be  kept  in  the  Library. 

11.  — No  book  shall  be  lent  out  until  one  month  after  the  acquisition 
of  it  for  the  Library. 

12.  — Extracts  from  the  manuscripts  or  printed  books  are  allowed 
to  be  made  freely,  but  in  case  of  a  transcript  being  desired  of  a  whole 
manuscript  or  printed  book,  the  consent  of  the  Committee  must  be 
previously  obtained. 

13.  — Persons  not  being  JMembers  of  the  Society  may  be  admitted 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  one  week,  to  consult  printed  books  and 
manuscripts  not  of  a  private  nature  in  the  Society's  Library,  for  any 
special  purpose,  on  being  introduced  by  a  Member,  either  personally 
or  by  letter. 

14.  — No  book  shall  be  lent  to  any  person  not  being  a  Member  of 
the  Society  without  a  special  order  of  the  Committee. 

15.  — Before  any  Member  can  borrow  a  book  from  the  Library,  he 
must  acknowledge  that  he  consents  to  the  printed  Kules  of  the 
Society  for  the  Grovernment  of  the  Library. 

It  is  requested  that  contributions  to  tJce  Museum  or  Lihrarij  he 
sent  to  the  Curator,  at  the  Taunton  Castle. 


guks  f0t  l^e  |0nimti0n  of  f  oral  §xm\i  §orirties. 

1. — On  the  application  of  not  less  than  Five  Members  of  the 
Society  the  Council  may  authorise  the  formation  of  a  Local  Branch 
in  any  District,  and  may,  if  considered  advisable,  define  a  specific 
portion  of  the  County  as  the  District  to  such  Branch. 


98 


Rules. 


2.  — Societies  already  in  existence,  may,  on  application  from  the 
governing  bodies,  be  affiliated  as  Branches. 

3.  — All  Members  of  the  Parent  Society  shall  be  entitled  to  become 
Members  of  any  Branch. 

4.  — A  Branch  Society  may  elect  Local  Associates  not  necessarily 
Members  of  the  Parent  Society. 

5.  — Members  of  the  Council  of  the  Parent  Society,  being  Members 
of,  and  residing  within  the  District  assigned  to  any  Branch,  shall  be 
ex-officio  Members  of  the  Council  of  such  Branch. 

6.  — A  Branch  Society  may  fix  the  rates  of  Subscription  for  Mem- 
bers and  Associates,  and  make  Rules  and  Bye-Laws  for  the  government 
of  such  Branch,  subject  in  all  cases  to  the  approval  of  the  Council  of 
the  Parent  Society. 

7.  — A  Branch  Society  shall  not  be  entitled  to  pledge  the  credit  of 
the  Parent  Society  in  any  manner  whatsoever. 

8.  — The  authority  given  by  the  Council  may  at  any  time  be  with- 
drawn by  them,  subject  always  to  an  appeal  to  a  General  Meeting. 

9.  — Every  Branch  Society  shall  send  its  Publications  and  the  Pro- 
grammes of  its  Meetings  to  the  Parent  Society,  and  in  return  shall 
receive  a  free  copy  of  the  Parent  Society's  Proceedings. 

10.  — If  on  any  discovery  being  made  of  exceptional  interest  a 
Branch  Society  shall  elect  to  communicate  it  to  the  Parent  Society 
before  themselves  making  it  a  matter  of  discussion,  the  Parent  Society, 
if  it  adopts  it  as  the  subject  of  a  paper  at  one  of  its  ordinary  Meetings, 
shall  allow  the  Branch  Society  to  make  use  of  any  Illustrations  that 
the  Parent  Society  may  prepare. 

IL — Any  Officer  of  a  Branch  Society,  or  any  person  recommended 
by  the  President,  Yice-President,  Chairman  or  Secretary,  or  by  any 
Two  of  the  Members  of  the  Council  of  a  Branch  Society,  shall  on  the 
production  of  proper  Vouchers  be  allowed  to  use  the  Library  of  the 
Society,  but  without  the  power  of  removing  books  except  by  the 
express  permission  of  the  Council. 

12. — Branch  Societies  shall  be  invited  to  furnish  Reports  from 
time  to  time  to  the  Parent  Society  with  regard  to  any  subject  or 
discovery  which  may  be  of  interest. 

December,  1896. 
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PREFACE. 


^OME  fifteen  years  have  passed  since  I  first  entertained 


set.  Since  then,  much  of  my  leisure  time  has  been  devoted 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  work  which  I  now  submit 
to  the  judgment  of  my  fellow  botanists,  in  the  hope  that 
it  may  prove  useful,  at  least  to  those  who  live  within  the 
county.  I  am  only  too  well  aware  of  its  imperfections  :  the 
area  has  proved  too  large  for  thorough  exploration ;  and 
(though  I  do  not  expect  to  see  many  additions  made  to  the 
County  Flora)  it  is  obvious  that  the  number  of  species  noted 
as  occurring  in  several  of  the  districts,  especially  1  and  6,  may 
be  considerably  enlarged.  Nor  has  the  north-western  portion 
of  district  4  been  examined  as  carefully  as  I  could  wish. 

Much  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  genus 
Rubus,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  results  arrived  at  are  in  har- 
mony with  the  latest  views  which  have  been  reached  by 
students  of  this  most  difficult  group.  The  time  does  not  seem 
to  have  yet  arrived  when  we  can  safely  attempt  to  group  the 
multitudinous  forms  into  a  smaller  number  of  "  species "  of 
higher  value  than  the  present  "  segregates." 

To  those  who  have  given  me  so  much  unstinted  and  kindly 
assistance — without  which  I  could  never  have  carried  out  the 
task — I  tender  my  most  grateful  and  hearty  thanks.  These 


the  idea  of  compiling  a  Flora  of  the  County  oj  Somer- 
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are  especially  due  to  the  Rev.  J.  Sowerby  for  a  valuable  list 
of  plants  observed  by  him  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Yeovil  ;  to 
J.  C.  Melvill,  Esq.,  for  another  list  of  species,  chiefly  from 
the  vicinity  of  Bridgwater  ;  to  Mr.  W.  Gralpin,  for  very  careful 
work  in  district  7  ;  to  Messrs.  Fry  and  White,  for  unfailing 
assistance  in  working  out  the  Flora  of  the  north  cf  the  county  ; 
to  Mr.  A.  Bennett,  for  most  valuable  assistance  in  determining 
the  species  of  Potamoc/eton  ;  to  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Linton,  for 
help  in  working  out  the  species  of  Hieracium^  Rubus,  and 
Salix  ;  to  the  Rev.  W.  Mo}le  Rogers,  who  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal his  unrivalled  knowledge  of  the  genus  Bubus,  and  also 
assisted  me  in  the  tedious  work  of  correcting  proofs  ;  to  the 
Rev.  E.  S.  Marshall,  the  Rev.  W.  Tuckwell,  the  Rev.  W.  H. 
Trott  ;  H.  F.  Parsons,  Esq.,  M.D.  ;  F.  J.  Hanbury,  Esq.  ; 
H.  S.  Thompson,  Esq.  ;  Miss  F.  Elworthy  (now  Lady  Chris- 
tison)  ;  and  to  Miss  Livett.  Others  also,  too  numerous  to 
mention  here,  have  helped  me  from  time  to  time  with  infor- 
mation and  suggestions.  Their  names  will  be  found  in  the 
body  of  the  work  in  connection  with  the  records  for  which  I 
am  indebted  to  their  kindness. 

My  interest  in  the  Flora  of  Somerset  remains  as  keen  as  it 
ever  was,  though  I  have  for  some  time  ceased  to  reside  in  the 
county.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive,  from  time  to  time,  any 
fresh  information  which  may  tend  to  make  my  knowledge  of 
that  Flora  more  complete  and  accurate. 

RICHARD  P.  MURRAY. 


Territet^  Switzerland, 

December,  1895. 
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INTKODUCTION. 


THE  county  of  Somerset,  the  Flora  of  which  is  the  subject 
of  the  present  work,  forms  the  north-eastern  part  of 
Watson's  "  Peninsula  "  Province,  and  was  divided  by  him  into 
two  "  vice-counties  "  o.  Som.  S."  and  "  6.  Som.  N."— the 
boundaries  of  which  Avill  be  found  stated  in  the  section  in  wdiich 
the  botanical  districts  into  which  I  have  divided  the  county  are 
explained. 

The  comity  is  a  maritime  one,  lying  between  50^  49'  and 
51^  30'  N.  latitude,  and  2^  IV  and  3^  50'  W.  longitude.  Its 
extreme  length  is  sixty-eight  miles  and  breadth  forty-three 
miles,  though  the  mean  breadth  does  not  exceed  twenty-two 
miles.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north-west  by  the  Bristol  Channel, 
on  the  south-west  and  south  by  Devon,  on  the  south  by  Dorset, 
on  the  east  by  Wilts,  and  on  the  north  by  Gloucestershire.  It 
contains  about  1,640  square  miles.  The  following  tables,  which 
I  have  extracted  from  Kelly's  "Directory  for  Somerset,"  show 
the  amount  of  land  under  cultivation  during  recent  years  : — 


Acres— 1882.  Acres -]8M. 

Corn  and  cereals    ...          ...          ...  128,724  ...  101,455 

Roots  and  artificial  grasses  : 

Cabbage  and  rape        ...          ...  60,487  ...  53,649 

Clover  and  grasses       ...          ...  55,561  ...  49,847 

Permanent  pastures            ...          ...  606,015  ...  651,187 

Flax    ...  196 

Bare  fallow    8,914  ...  5,638 

Orchards               ...          ..           ...  23,104  ...  24.186 

Market  gardens     ...            .           ...  625  ...  1,021 

Nursery  grounds    ...           ...          ..  193  ...  265 

Woods  and  plantations       ...           ...  39,850  ...  44,538 

Mountain  and  heath  land  used  for  pasture     31,246  ...  44,318 


The  total  acreage  of  the  county  is  1,042,481  acres. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Somerset  may  be  best  described  as  a  hilly  county,  divided 
into  two  parts  by  the  great  levels  which  border  the  rivers 
Brue  and  Parret,  these  being  separated  by  the  low  but  pic- 
turesque ridge  of  Polden.  Another  extensive  tract  of  low- 
lying  and  for  the  most  part  marshy  ground  stretches  from  the 
base  of  the  Mendips  to  the  shores  of  the  Bristol  Channel. 

The  principal  hills  in  the  county,  with  their  heights  (in  feet), 
are  the  following  : — 


Dunkery  Beacon 

1707 

GrabbistHill 

967 

Lucott  Hill  ... 

1512 

Long  Knoll 

948 

OareHill 

1376 

Wellington  Monument   . . 

900 

El  worthy  Barrow 

1290 

Lansdown 

813 

Will's  Neck  ... 

1262 

Alfred's  Tower 

800 

Croydon  Hill  ... 

1253 

DundryHill  ... 

768 

Cothelstone 

1088 

Glastonbury  Tor 

500 

Blackdown  (Mendip)  ... 

1067 

Brent  Knoll  ... 

457 

Staple  Hill  ... 

1035 

BleadonHill  ... 

436 

North  Hill  .. 

1011 

Brean  Down  ... 

319 

Masberry 

979 

Chard 

300 

Blackdown  Hills 

970 

Steep  Holm 

255 

Near  Beckington  the  road  rises  to  322  feet,  and  between 
Sutton  Montis  and  Gorton  Denham  the  downs  reach  a  height 
of  about  650  feet. 

Informer  times  there  were  no  less  than  five  "forests"  in 
Somerset :  Exmoor,  Mendip,  Selwood,  North  Petherton,  and 
Neroche.  Of  these  Exmoor  alone  remains  to  us,  though 
much  smaller  now  than  when  it  stretched  from  Dulverton  on 
the  south  to  Porlock  on  the  north,  and  its  area  covered  more 
than  sixty  thousand  acres. 

The  climate  is  mild  and  fairly  equable  ;  moister  than  that 
of  counties  situated  further  east ;  drier  and  more  bracing  than 
that  of  Devon  or  Cornwall.  For  the  accompanying  Rainfall 
Tables,  which  extend  over  a  period  of  ten  years,  from  1881  to 
1890,  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Robert  H.  Scott, 
of  the  Meteorological  Office. 

The  following  notes  have  more  immediate  reference  to  the 
flora  of  the  county.    This  consists,  so  far  as  my  present  know- 
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Years 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec.  1 

Total 

i88r  - 

1882  - 

1883  -  - 

1884  - 

1885  - 

2-83 

t 

5  "69 
6-95 
4-33 

6-05 

J  T 
5-27 
3-9: 

5-28 

3-88 

2-  8^ 
■•58 

3-  62 
179 

179 

I  -46 
1-67 
3-23 

3-19 

2  90 

2-39 
2-90 
5-28 

3-85 

3 '33 
2-43 
2'55 

2-  97 

3-  65 

2-8l 

I '53 

6 -02 
6-84 

2 -  80 

3-  52 
2-62 



3-03 

T  yj 
7-30 
2-96 
9-12 

3-83 
IO*7l 

5-88 
2-64 

8-21 

7-  03 

8 -  60 

9*44 
3-IO 
6-30 

5-60 

7-q6 

3-17 
9-19 

2-58 

50-  07 
71*18 

51-  96 
4576 

52-  82 

Means 

4.89 

472 

274 

277 

3-33 

3-48 

374 

4-36 

5-47 

6-26 

6-90 

6-20 

6-88 

lO-II 

2-91 
6-09 

570 

54-36 

1886  - 

1887  - 

1888  - 

1889  - 

1890  - 

8-22 
4*16 
171 

I '97 
8-26 

1-04 

1-45 
1-03 
3-6i 
I -61 

4-  IO 
2  '99 

5-  83 
4'45 
2-51 

4-35 

3-  29 
3"4S 

4-  48 

4-28 

2'c;4. 

2-  o6 

3-  64 
2-93 

I  -20 

0'2^ 

3-16 

079 

3-12 

2-96 
1-8:? 
6-58 
3"22 

4'97 

3-17 

2  80 

3-  63 

5'4i 

4-  58 

3-95 

6'20 

173 
1-67 
1-41 

10-67 

1-97 
6-50 
3-15 

8-55 
5-06 

4'99 
3-19 

2-24 

58-69 
4.1  '4.2 
46-09 
40  81 

45-  35 

46-  47 

g  1  1886-90 

4-86!  175 

3-98 

3-64 

3-09 

170 

3-91 

3*92 

2-99 

5-38 

6-44 
6-67 

4-81  I 

s  

g  1  1881-90 

4-87  3-24 

3 -36 

3"2I 

3'2i 

2  59 

3-83 

4-14 

4*23 

5-82 

525 

50  42 

COTHELSTONE,  TAUNTON. 
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1881  - 

1882  - 

1883  - 

1884  - 

1885  -  - 

1-36 

1-  91 

3-  86 

4-  66 

2-  91 

3-  51 
1-37 

4-  27 

377 
3-56 

2-21 

1-  57 
im6 

2-  66 
1-44 

I-I9 
3-82 

I-I2 
1-89 
3-41 

1-  I7 

2-  i8 
I -65 
i-i8 
4-61 

3-69 
323 
233 
2-68 
178 

2-66 
5-06 

2*6l 

2  40 
0-46 

4-28 
3-38 
I '35 

2-26 
1*21 

3-08 
373 
5-04 
1-63 
5-89 

278 
806 

3-95 
I  03 
5 -66 

3-  41 

579 
503 
174 

4-  12 

3-  23 

4-  44 

I -30! 

3-66 

2'OI 

32-  57 
44*54 

33-  67 
2956 
37-06 

Means 

2-94 

3-29 

I -81 

2-29 

2*l6 

274 

2-64 

2-50 

387 

4-29 

4-02 

2-93 

35-48 

1886  - 

1887  - 

1888  - 

1889  - 

1890  - 

5-04 
275 
1-31 
0-96 

3-2T 

I -06 

0-  68 

1-  i8 

2-  65 
176 

2-54 

2-21 

4*34 
5-32 
•173 

3-  65 
1-32 

3'53 

4-  04 

4-51 

5-23 
274 

1-  34 

2-  85 

3-  50 

0-67 

0-27 

3-23 
0-58 

3 -08 

2-91 
0-96 
5-89 

2-  97 

3-  83 

2-25 

1-  35 

2-  42 

375 

3-  29 

3*34 
2-96 
1-48 
1-95 

1-62 

5-3(> 
372 
1-06 
5-96 
1-81 

3-  32 

4-  42 
7*55 
I  35 
3-94 

5'47 
2 -60 
2-89 
2-49 
2-84 

40-84 
25-98 
36-22 
34-87 
35'i2 

S  j  1886-90 

2-65 

3-23  3-41 

3*13 

1.57 

3-31 

2-6i 

2-27 

3-58 

4-12 

3-26 

34-61 

S  t  1881-90 

2 -So 

2-38  2-52 

2-85 

2  65 

2-15 

2 '97 

2*55 

3*07 

3 '94 

4-07 

3*09 

35-04 

SOUTH  PETHERTON. 
^^S^^W^          Diam.  0,' Gauge,  8  in..      Heigh.                STl";  f,^  Lt 

1881  - 

1882  - 
1883 

1884  - 

1885  - 

3-07 

1-  42 

3*09 
3'i8 

2-  69 

4-04 
1-87 
5*09 
277 
3-87 

2-  02 

1-45 
I '34 

3-  31 
o-8o 

1-56 
4-27 
i-io 
I -91 
3-23 

0-  94 
172 

1-  5I 
i-oi 
3-20 

2*52 

3-30 
271 

3-35 
0-95 

2-  07 

3-  97 
3-33 
2-69 
0-26 

3-84 
2-47 

0-  95 

1-  24 
1-23 

1-  45 

2-  85 

6-37 

2-  25 

3-  83 

1-  54 
6-45 

2-  84 
o-6i 
4-48 

4-22 
3-64 
3-38 

1 -  81 

2-  97 

2-84 

3 '39 

089 

2-17 

1-36 

:  30-" 
36-80 
32-60 
26-30 
28-87 

Means 

2*69 

3*53 

178 

2-42 

1-68 

2-57 

2-46 

I '95 

3'35 

3-i8 

3  20 

2-13 

30-  94 

31-  57 
20-87 

32-  29 
22-82 
24-36 

1886  - 

1887  - 

1888  - 

1889  - 

1 890  - 

2'8l 

1-07 
0-84 
3-13 

0-66 

o'47 

0-  65 
I  -30 

1-  I9 

2-  37 

1-  55 

3-  34 

2-  63 
I-I9 

2-40 

0-  99 

1-  98 

2-  62 
2  85 

2-33 
I -60 
1-68 

1-42 

072 

1-  I2 

2-  88 

I'D? 

2-86 

2-10 
I  -09 
7-10 
2'IO 

2-88 

1-30 

I-I2 

1-  68 

2 -  80 
2-24 

2-38 
2-58 

0-  85 

1-  36 
i-i8 

5-21 

2-  44 
I '57 

3-  48 
1-38 

3'i9 
3-02 
664 

1 -  01 

2-  19 

5*40 
2 -08 
2-85 
I -81 
1-91 

S  '  1886-90 

rt  1   

2-27 

0-85 

2-22 

2-17 

177 

171 

3-05 

1-83 

1-67 

2-82 

3-21 

2-8i 

26-38 

^5    (  1866-90 

295  12-40 

1-98 

3-19 

I  92 

I -as 

2-38 

2  23 

301 

3  "08 

2-98 

2-81 

29-81 

WORLE. 


^J'^/  I         Diam.  of  Gauge,  5  ins.        Height  { 


Years 

1881  - 

1882  - 

1883  - 

1884  - 

1885  -  - 

Jan. 

1-02 
1-78 
3-95 
3-54 
277 

Feb. 

2-  49 
r-95 

3-  45 

2-22 
2-96 

Mar. 

April 

••53 
4-35 

0-  82 

1 -  61 

2-  94 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

2-05 
2-13 

0-  94 
2-92 

1 -  07 

174 
2-07 

1-  II 

2-  12 
3  "20 

3-38 

4*99 
3 -02 

2 '59 
1-91 

2-  52 
5-34 

3-  4' 
3  •63 
0-86 

6-91 

5-H 

275 
378 

2*1 1 

2-  50 

3-  34 
4'i7 
2-13 
5-03 

2-07 
6-66 

3*34 
0-86 
6-11 

3*85 
4*75 
5-31 
1*95 
3*95 

3*42 

4-03 
1-52 
4-67 
'•36 

33-  48 
4^^*53 
33*79 
32-02 

34-  27 

Means 

2-6i 

2-6i 

1-82 

2-25 

2-05 

3-i8 

3-15 

4-14 

3*44 

3*8i 

3*96 

3-00 

36-02 

1886  - 

1887  - 

1888  - 

1889  - 

1890  - 

4-83 

2 -  80 
1-26 
071 

3-  55 

0-95 
0-65 

0-  98 

1-  57 
0-65 

2-15 

2-  29 

3-  04 

4 -  06 

I  '26 

2 -  06 

1-28 

1  -40 

3-  63 
1-63 

5-59 
1-87 

I  '06 
3-33 

I-4I 

0-87 
0-66 
3-3-' 
075 
4'3i 

3-  47 
I'll 
6-03 
2-25 

4-  26 

2 -80 

1-  51 

2-  86 

3-  39 
3-58 

3-06 
3-60 

1-28 

1-92 
1-56 

5*47 
2*93 

1-  62 
3*22 

2 -  08 

4*23 
2-96 

5*78 
1*49 
2-96 

5-06 
2-52 

3*07 
2-19 

1*49 

40*54 
24-18 
31-70 
28-51 
2874 

^  <  1886-90 

2-63 

0-96 

2-56 

2'00 

2-65 

1-98 

3-42 

2-83 

2-28 

3 '06 

3*49 

2-87 

30-73 

g  (  1881-90 

2-62 

179 

2*19 

2-13 

2-35 

2  58  3-29 

3-48 

2-86 

3*44 

372 

2-93 

33-38 

BARROW-GURNEY. 

Lat.   51°  24''  N.  )          r>:„^  r^fn^„rr^  ^               tj^,-„T,f      (  Above  Ground,  I  ft. 
Long   2°4o'W.j         Diam.ofGauge.sins.        Height            _^     M.S.L.,  320  feet. 

1881  - 

1882  - 

1883  - 

1884  - 

1885  - 

1-49 
277 
3-95 

3-28 

4'\2 
2-51 
4-27 

2-44 
4-T7 

2 -08 

2-  51 

1-I9 

3-  27 

1  -21 

0-  88 

4-75 

08s 

1-  58 
271 

1-58 
1-99 

1-  59 

2-  66 

3-  44 

3-  41 

4-  35 
278 
3 -08 
1-64 

3-  17 
5-98 

4-  19 
4-00 
i-oo 

6-40 
6-42 

2-  66 

3-  21 

2-48 

2-37 
3*35 
4-5^^ 

2-12 
5*05 

2-21 

6-6i 

4-  02 

1-28 

5-  28 

4*47 
6-38 
5-32 
1  -92 

6  04 

4 '43 
5*14 
1-64 
5-88 
^•58 

j  36-81 
52-76 
37-02 
36  60 
37*88 

Means 

3-33 

3*54 

2-05 

2-15 

2-25 

3-05 

3-67 

4-24 

3 '49 

3-88 

4*83 

3*73 

40-21 

1886  - 

1887  - 

1888  - 

1889  - 

1890  - 

5-43 
2-87 
1-24 

I  -00 

4'37 

0-  88 
078 

1-  66 

1-43 
072 

2-85 

2-  42 

3-  84 

4-  44 
1-42 

2-90 

2-  65 
2 '39 

3-  93 
1-68 

4-97 

2-  32 
1-98 

3-  83 
1-91 

1-41 

078 

3-  88 
0-53 

4-  84 

473 
1-58 
6 -02 

3-  55 

4-  39 

2-68 

2-  55 

3-  33 
3-13 
3-62 

3*24 
4*35 
1*57 
1-64 
1*73 

5*81 
3*40 
1*47 
3-04 
1-65 

4 -So 
3*32 
7*35 

1-  22 

2-  22 

6*35 
2-99 

4*25 
2-62 

1*54 

46-05 
30-01 
38-98 
30-36 
30-09 

S  (  1886-90 

;  

2-98 

I  -09 

3-00 

271 

3 '00 

2-29 

4 '05 

3-06 

2-51 

3 -08 

3*78 

3*55 

35-IO 

S  \  1866-90 

3-82 

2  87 

2-57 

2-54 

2'62 1  2-42 

3-52 

376  3  "99 

4*03 

3*74 

361 

39-49 

WELLS. 

Lat.   51°  13'  N.)           Diam  of  Gail <^e  ^  ins        Heieht      |  Above  ground,  44  ft 
Long.  2°  38'  W.  [                   °^  ^a^ge,  5  ins.       Heignt      ^           M.S.L.,  181  feet. 

1881  - 

1882  - 

1883  -  - 

1884  - 

1885  -  - 

0-  88 

1-  57 

2-  86 

3-  46 
2-69 

3-  26 
177 

4-  18 
2-07 
3*43 

1-48 
1*92 
I-I3 
271 
I-I3 

1-36 
4-41 

1 -  08 

2-  10 

3-  31 

i-i6 

174 
1-30 
171 

276 

2 -  60 

4-21 

3-  09 

377 
I -08 

7-85 
9-88 

3-  89 

4-  45 
0-56 

1-  22 

4 '47 

2-  26 

274 

2*22 

4*25 
3-82 
5*43 
3-59 
6 -08 

376 
5'7o 
4*67 

I  -02 
6*41 

2-92 
4'io 
4*77 
I  99 
4*73 

4-12 

4*77 
I  64 
4-18 
1-86 

34-86 
48-36 
36-30 
33-79 
36-26 

Means 

2-29 

2-94 

1-68 

2-45 

173 

2-95 

5-33 

2-58 

4-64 

2-  45 

3 -  08 
1-40 
I  36 
1*47 

4*31 

3*70 

3-31 

37-91 

1886  - 

1887  - 

1888  - 

1889  - 

1890  - 

4-90 
3-03 

1-  57 

077 

2-  84 

0-  68 
066 

1-  41 

2-  33 
0'99 

2-31 

2TI 

2-  95 

3-  32 
1-51 

3-07 

1-  42 

2-  52 
2-99 
2*63 

4-28 

2*01 

0-  96 
2-83 

1-  25 

1-  04 
0-68 

2-  85 
074 
4.44 

2-  86 
1*92 

676 

3-  41 
5-06 

2-21 

1-95 

174 

5-34 
3*02 

4*74 

2-  92 
1-64 
4-14 

3-  14 

6-22 

2-86 

5*99 
I  50 
276 

5*58 
2  80 

3*43 
2*45 
1-75 

40-34 
25-44 
33-22 
31-18 
30-86 

1  j  1886-90 

2  62 

I-2I 

2-44 

2-53 

2-27 

1-95 

4-00 

2-85 

1*95 

332 

3*87 

3-20 

32-21 

I  1 
J?  (    1881-90,  2-46 

2-o8 

2  "06 

2-49 

2  00 

2  45 

4'66 

2  72 

3  29 

3-8i 

3*78 

3  26 

35*o6 
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ledge  extends,  of  1073  "  species,'"  which  may  be  classed  as 


Besides  these,  seven  species  are  included  in  the  l)ody  of  the 
work  under  the  designation  of  "  Casual."  I  think  that  tliese 
might  more  ]3ro])erly  have  l)een  added  to  the  "  Excluded 
species,"  which  number  140.  The  total  number  of  ])lants 
dealt  with  is  1220.  It  nnist  l)e  observed  that  no  liard  and  fast 
rule  can  be  drawn  l)etAvcen  the  various  classes  above  men- 
tioned. It  is  frequently  almost  impossible  to  decide  in  whicli 
category  a  species  shoidd  be  placed,  and  I  have  only  too  often 
found  it  necessary  to  suggest  an  alternative.  Thns,  Aconitunt 
Napellns  should  perhaps  have  been  classed  as  "  Denizen " 
ratlier  than  as  "  Native ;  while  one  of  the  commonest  of  our 
weeds,  Ca/fsc/la  Ihirsn-pastoris^  may  be  no  more  than  a 
'•Colonist/"  which  has  followed  man  in  his  slow  migration 
from  the  u])laiids  of  central  Asia. 

Vektioal  Distiuiu  iton. — With  the  exception  of  the 
highest  portions  of  districts  i,  ii,  and  ix,  which  rise  into  the 
Mid-agrarian."  the  whole  of  Somerset  must  be  included 
within  the  "  Infer-agrarian,"  or  the  lowest  of  the  six  as- 
cending zones  into  which  Watson  divided  the  Flora  of  Great 
Britain.  Our  Flora  is  almost  entirely  a  lowland  one,  and  we 
hardly  possess  a  single  species  which  can  show  a  valid  claim 
to  be  considered  as  of  northern  origin. 

Horizontal  Distribution. — The  main  groups  into 
which  Watson  divided  the  Flora  of  Britain  were  (1)  the 
British,  consisting  of  such  species  as  liave  a  range  extending 
over  the  whole  island  :  (2)  the  English,  comprising  those 
which  are  distinctly  more  common  in  its  southern  portion,  be- 
coming rarer  as  we  pass  northwards  :  (3)  the  Scottish,  which 


follows,  according  to  the  now  well-known  groups  adopted  by 
the  late  Mr.  H.  C.  Watson  : — 


Native 
Denizen 
Colonist 
Alien 


Of  which 
4.")  are  Cryptogams 
including 
six  species  of  Characeit. 
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show  an  exactly  ()])])o.sitc  teiKk^ncy.  [An  "  1  iiteiTn(!(]iate 
j^roup  has  its  hcad-([uarters  in  the  north  of  England  and  soutli 
of  Scotland.]  (4)  The  Highland,  or  mountaim  species,  cliiefly 
found  in  Scotland:  (5)  the  Germanic,  or  those  species  which 
are  found  most  frequently  in  the  east  of  England  :  and  ( G )  the 
Atlantic,  or  those  which  show  a  distinctly  western  tendency. 
These  groups  merge  gradually  into  each  other.  As  is  only 
natural,  the  Flora  of  Somerset  consists  mainly  of  plants  be- 
longing to  the  British  and  English  groups,  but  the  Atlantic 
furnishes  no  less  than  43  species,  though  of  these  14  are  quali- 
fied as  "  Atlantic-English  "  ;  3  as  "  Atlantic-British  "  ;  and 
one  as  "  Atlantic-Scottish."  The  Germanic  plants  only  num- 
ber 5  in  Somerset ;  the  Scottish  8  ;  the  Highland  3  ;  and 
the  "  Scottish-Highland  "  4. 

I  have  not  taken  into  consideration  such  intermediate 
groupings  as  "  British-English,"  "  English-Germanic,"  etc. 

The  following  are  the  43  plants  which  w^ere  placed  by 
Watson,  more  or  less  definitely,  in  his  "  Atlantic  "  group  : — 


Aconitum  Napellus. 

Wahlenbergia  hederacea. 

Meconopsis  cambrica. 

Statics  auriculjBfolia. 

Arabis  stricta. 

Lithospermum  purpureo-coeruleum. 

Draba  muralis. 

Sibthorpia  europsea. 

Hutchinsia  petrasa. 

Orobanche  Hederas. 

Helianthemum  polifolium. 

Pinguicula  lusitauica. 

Dianthus  gratianopolitanus. 

Scutellaria  minor. 

Lavatera  arborea. 

Melittis  Melissophyllum. 

Erodium  moschatum. 

Euphorbia  Peplis. 

maritimum. 

„  Paralias. 

Hypericum  Androssemum. 

Cyperus  longus. 

Elodes  palustris. 

Scirpus  numidianus. 

Linuni  angustifolium. 

,,  Holosclioenus. 

Vicia  bithynica. 

lUiynchospora  fusca. 

Cotyledon  Umbilicus. 

Agrostis  setacea. 

8edum  anglicura. 

Festuca  uniglumis. 

, ,  rupestre. 

Bromus  madritensis. 

Trinia  vulgaris. 

Hymenophyllum  tunbridgense. 

Crithmum  maritimum. 

Asplenium  lanceolatum. 

Rubia  peregrina. 

,,  marinum. 

Aster  Linosyris. 

Lastra^a  oemula. 

Imila  crithmoides. 

INT  KODTCTIOX. 
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The  Scottish  group  consists  of 

Alsine  verna 
Vicia  Orobus 
Drosera  anglica. 
Hieracium  Schmidtii. 

Scottish- Highlaud  plants  : — 

JRubus  saxatillis. 
Saxifraga  liypnoides. 

Highland  plants  : — 

Craliuin  silvestre 
(Jryptogramme  crispa. 

(fennanic  species  — 

Bupleurum  rotundifolium. 
(Jrepis  taraxacifolia. 
Chenopodium  ticifolium. 


Andromeda  polifolia 
Pinus  silvestris. 
Asplenium  septeutrionale. 
Phegopteris  Dryopteris. 


Empetrum  nigrum. 
Lister  a  cordata. 


Lycopodiuui  alpinum. 


Polygonum  mite. 
Carex  depauperata. 


The  foHowing  species  ar( 
the  British  Islands  are  con^ 
[Pieonia  corallina  {alien)] . 
Diantlius  gratianopolitanus. 
Vicia  hybrida  (extinct). 
Rubus  Menkei. 
Hieracium  stenolepis. 


foTuid  only  in  Somerset  (so  far  as 
3rned)  : — 

Verbascum    Lyclinitis,  var. 
micranthum. 
i  Euphorbia  pilosa. 

Carex  Davalliaua  {exlinct). 


Arabis  stricta  is  confined  to  Somerset  and  Grk)ucestershire, 
being  found  only  on  the  limestone  in  the  innnediate  vicinity 
of  Clifton. 

Helianthemum  ])olifolium  is  known  only  from  Devon  and 
Somerset. 

Althtea  hirsuta  lias  been  found  in  Herts,  Kent,  and  (llouces- 

tershire,  but  is  probably  native  only  in  Somerset. 
Rubus  cariensis  has  occurred  in  Devon,  Somerset,  and  Doi-set. 
Rubus  Questierii  in  Devon,  Somerset,  and  Dorset. 
Rubus  Lintoni  in  Somerset  and  Norfolk. 

Pyrus  latifolia,  var.  decipiens  in  Somerset  and  Denbighshire. 
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Sedum  filbum  is  said  to  })c  native  only  in  Somerset  and  on 

the  Malvern  Hills, 
llieracium  lima  has  })eeii  found  only  in  Homersct  and  in  W est 

Yorkshire. 


Doubtful  Plants, 

More  or  less  doubt  exists  as  to  the  occurrence  of  the  fol- 
lowing species  in  Somerset  : — 

Euphorbia  Peplis, 


Trifolium  sufFocatum, 
Potentilla  argentea. 
Rosa  involuta. 
Arnoseris  pusilla. 
Hieracium  gothicum. 
Mentha  Pulegium, 


Cephalanthera  rubra. 
Juncus  acutus. 
Carex  curta. 

teretiuscula. 
Calamagrostis  lanceolata. 


Extinctions. 

The  following  species,  which  formerly  occurred  in  Somerset, 
have  not  been  met  with  for  many  years,  and  are  now,  some 
certainly,  the  rest  most  probably,  lost  to  the  county  : — 
Vicia  lutea.  Scirpus  Holoschcenus. 


, ,  hybrida. 
Parnassia  palustris. 
Aster  Linosyris. 
Oyperus  longus. 


Schcenus  nigricans, 
Cladium  germanicum. 
Carex  dioica. 
,,  Davalliana. 


A   LIST  OF 

liOOKS  AND  l^VMPHLETS  RELATING  TO  THE 
FLORA   OF  SOMERSET. 


Piotaxist's  GrUiDE  (Turner  and  Dilhvvn  :  1805). 

Contains  a  list  of  |)lants,  with  tlicir  localities,  recorded 
from  Somerset.  These  numher  H'),  exclusive  of  the  lower 
( 'I'vptoo'ams.  A  sup])lement  gives  oo  additional  species, 
chietiy  or  altogether  on  the  authority  of  Sole.  This  work 
must  be  used  with  care,  as  some  of  the  localities  are  in- 
accurately referivd  to  Somerset. 

Fr.ORA  Bathonihnsis  (C.  (\  Bal)ington,  1834).  with  Supple- 
ment (18.39). 

A  catalogue  of  plants  seen  or  reported  (cliiefiv  by  »J.  F. 
Davis,  Esq.,  M.D.,  and  Heneage  Gibbs,  Esq.,  M.B.),  within 
four  miles  of  Bath,  the  area  being  somewhat  extended  in 
the  Supplement.  No  notice  is  taken  of  county  boundaries. 
The  area  includes  portions  of  Somerset,  Wilts,  and  Glouces- 
tershire. 

New  Botanist's  Guide  (H.  C.  Watson:  vol.  i,  1835:  vol. 
ii,  1837). 

The  first  volume  contains  a  revised  list  of  Somerset  plants 
ft)imded  on  the  lists  given  in  Turner  and  Dillwyn  and  in 
"  Flora  Bathoniensis,"  and  on  a  MS.  list  of  Somerset  plants 
(no  localities  given)  supplied  by  Dr.  Gapper  (afterwards 
Southby).  A  considerable  number  of  Somerset  plants  are 
also  recorded  under  the  heading  of  Gloucestershire.  These 
were  taken  from  a  catalogue  of  plants  growing  near  Bristol, 
which  was  supplied  by  Miss  Worsley  (afterwards  Mrs. 
Russell).    Volume  II  contains  a  list  of  plants,  for  the  most 
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part,  from  the  iieig-lihoiirliood  of  I>ri(lg\vater,  furnislied  by 
tlie  Rev.  .1.  C.  Collins,  formerly  vicar  of  Bridgwatei*.  'I'he 
specimens  on  which  the  list  was  founded  (collected  partly 
by  Mr.  C'ollins  and  partly  by  the  Rev.  J.  I^oole)  are,  1  be- 
lieve, no  longer  in  existence,  nor  do  1  think  that  they  were 
ever  submitted  to  Mr.  Watson  for  verification.  A  few  plants 
are  added  on  the  authority  of  the  Supplement  to  "  Flora 
Bathoniensis.'' 

Flora  of  Weston  ((xustavus  St.  Brody,  1856). 

Contains  a  list  of  species  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Weston.  These  are  given  under  the  headings  of  the  racmths 
in  which  they  flower.    There  are  many  errors. 

Flora  Bristoliensis  (E.  H.  Swete,  1854). 

A  useful  local  Flora,  dealing  with  the  plants  of  the  Bristol 
neighbourhood,  both  in  Gloucestershire  and  Somerset. 

Flora  of  the  Bristol  Coal  Field  (edited  by  James 
Walter  White  :  part  i,  1881  ;  part  vi,  1886,  with  notes  sup- 
plemental, reprinted  from  the  Bristol  Naturalists'  Society's 
Proceedings,  vol.  v,  part  2,  by  J.  W.  White).  Quoted  as 
F.  B.  C, 

A  most  valuable  work,  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  a  large 
part  of  my  knowledge  of  the  botany  of  northern  Somerset. 
Rarer  Plants  of  the  Turf  Moors  (Clark:  Proceedings 
of  the  Somerset  Archaeological  and  Natural  History  Society, 
1856). 

Ferns  of  the  Axe  and  its  Tributaries  (Z.  J.  Edwards). 
On  the  Rarer  Plants  of  Central  Somersetshire, 

AND  ON  THE  DISCOVERY  THERE  OF  AlTHAEA  HiRSUTA 

(J.  G.  Baker,  in  Journal  of  Botany,  1875,  357). 
Topografhk^.al  Botany  (H.  C.  Watson). 

The  lists  for  Somerset  are  based  on  previous  works  by 
the  same  author,  and  on  lists  supplied  to  him  by  various 
correspondents,  chief  among  whom  was  the  Rev.  W.  H. 
Colman,  who  checked  a  copy  of  the  "  London  Catalogue," 
ed.  II,  for  plants  seen  within  five  and  ten  miles  of  Minehead 
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and  Dunster  in  the  spring  and  early  summer  of  1849.  A 
complete  list  of  those  who  assisted  him  will  be  found  in  the 
book. 

A  MS.  List  of  Plants  observed  by  H.  F.  Parsons, 
Esq.,  M.D.,  along  the  eastern  border  of  the 
COUNTY,  is  preserved  in  the  Museum  at  Taunton. 

Many  short  papers  and  notices  relating  to  Somerset 
Botany  may  be  found  scattered  through  the  pages  of  the 
"  Phytologist,"  "  Journal  of  Botany,"  and  other  scientific 
publications. 

A  MS.  "Flora  of  Somerset"  by  the  late  Mr.  Sole  is 
stated  to  be  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Flower,  but 
I  have  not  had  any  opportunity  of  consulting  it. 


NOTES  ON   THE  GEOLOGY  AND  BOTANY 
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THE  districts  are  founded  on  the  river  basins,  and  are 
consequently  of  very  unequal  size.  The  most  impor- 
tant river  in  the  county  is  the  Parret,  which,  though  it  rises 
in  Dorset,  almost  immediately  enters  Somerset,  and  drains  all 
the  country  lying  between  the  P olden  and  Quantock  Hills. 
This  tract  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  divide  into  three 
districts  (iii,  iv,  and  v). 

Districts  i,  vi,  and  vii  drain  southwards,  into  the  English 
Channel.  The  remaining  seven  districts  (ii,  iii,  iv,  v,  viii,  ix, 
x)  discharge  their  waters  into  the  Bristol  Channel  or  Severn 
Sea. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  late  Mr.  H.  C.  Watson,  in  his 
"  Cybele  Britannica,"  divided  Somerset  botanically  into  two 
'vice-counties,'  viz  :  Somerset  south  (5)  and  Somerset  north  (6). 

Unfortunately  the  dividing  line  which  he  traced  between 
them  is,  in  part  at  least,  a  purely  arbitrary  one,  so  that  the 
divisions  adopted  in  this  work  cannot  in  every  case  be  treated 
as  subdivisions  of  the  Watsonian  vice-counties.  Somerset  south 
comprises  districts  i,  ii,  iii,  iv,  the  eastern  extremity  of  v,  vi, 
and  the  southern  portion  of  vii.  Somerset  north  comprises 
district  v  (except  the  eastern  portion),  the  northern  half  of 
vii,  viii,  ix,  and  x.  Mr.  Watson's  words  are  [Cyb.  Brit,  iv, 
p.  140]  "  South  and  North  Somerset  are  separated  by  a  line 
along  the  river  Parret,  from  Bridgwater  to  Ilchester ;  and 
thence  curving  round  to  the  northern  extremity  of  Dorset." 
This  is  indicated  by  a  dotted  line  in  the  map. 
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I.  — DuLVERTON  District.  This  is  essentially  a  hill  dis- 
trict, attaining  at  Dunkery  Beacon  a  height  of  over  1700 
feet  above  the  sea.  It  constitutes  the  extreme  south-west 
portion  of  the  county,  drained  by  the  rivers  Exe  and  Barle, 
which  have  their  sources  among  the  elevated  bogs  of  Ex- 
moor. 

The  geological  formation  is  Devonian,  the  "  Ilfracombe 
beds "  occurring  at  Exford,  the  "  Pickwell  Down  sand- 
stones "  stretching  eastwards  from  Dulverton,  while  the 
"  Pilton  beds  "  are  exposed  near  Brushford.  The  flora  is 
decidedly  poor  in  the  number  of  species,  but  the  district 
deserves  further  examination,  which  will  probably  result  in 
considerable  additions  being  made,  especially  among  the 
commoner  species  and  "  weeds  of  cultivation."  At  present 
only  409  species  have  been  detected. 

Among  the  more  interesting  plants  of  the  district  may 
be  noted  Meco)iopsis  camhrica,  Sagina  subalata^  Ornithopus 
perpusillus.  Rub  its  ncssensis^  R.  affinis,  var.  Briggsiamis,  R. 
gratus,  R.  micans,  R.  Borreri,  R.  thyrsigcr^  Valeriana 
pyrenaica^  Anthemis  arvensis,  Wahlenbergia  hederacea^  Men- 
tha rubra,  Empetrum  nigrum,  Carex  pallescens,  C.  Icevigata, 
Cryptogramme  crispa,  and  Phegopteris  Dryopteris. 

II.  — MiNEHEAD  District.  All  the  country  along  the 
southern  shore  ol  the  Bristol  Channel,  from  Devon  on  the 
west  to  the  mouth  of  the  Parret  on  the  east  :  a  narrow 
tract,  averaging  six  miles  in  width,  very  hilly,  except  in 
the  extreme  east.  It  is  watered  by  a  number  of  small 
streams,  descending  from  Exmoor  and  from  the  Brendon 
hills.  The  principal  hills  in  this  district  are  Dunkery 
Beacon,  1707  feet;  Lucott  Hill,  1512;  Oare  Hill,  1376  ; 
Elworthy  Barrow,  1290  ;  Croydon  Hill,  1253  ;  North  Hill, 
1011  ;  and  Grabbist  Hill,  967. 

The  geological  formations  are  the  Devonian,  which  con- 
stitutes the  uplands  of  Exmoor  and  the  Brendon  and 
Quantock  Hills  ;  the  Trias  in  the  valleys  stretching  from 
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Porlock  between  the  l>rendon  and  (^uantock  Hills ;  and 
tlie  Rhaetic,  exposed  on  the  coast  at  Watchet. 

The  flora  is  a  fairly  rich  one,  as  might  be  expected  from 
the  nature  of  the  surface,  which  rises  from  the  soa-level  to 
over  1700  feet.  723  species  have  been  already  noted. 
Among  the  more  interesting  plants  we  may  note  Papaver 
hybridum,  Meconopsis  cambrica^  Funuiria  pallidiflora  and 
F,  muralis,  Silene  conica^  Trigonella  purpurascens^  Vicia 
lathyroides^  Rubus  nessensis,  cariensis,  carpinifolius,  grains^ 
infestus^  Leyanus,  scaber,  longithyrsiger^  saxicolus  ?  and  ser- 
pens, Rosa  pimpinellifolia,  Pyrus  latifolia  var.  decipiens, 
Sedum  rupestre  and  Forsterianum,  Filago  minima,  Hieracium 
Schmidtii,  Pyrola  minor,  Atropa  Belladonna,  Verbascum 
Lychnitis,  Limosella  aquatica,  Orobanche  purpurea,  Melittis 
Melts sophy Hum,  Littorella  juncea,  Chenopodium  hybridiim, 
Empetrum  nigrum,  Listera  cordata,  Epipactis  palustris, 
Ophrys  muscifera,  Luzula,  Forsteri,  Scirpus  numidianus  and 
Holoschcenus  (the  latter  extinct).  Carex  divisa,  Agrostis 
setacea,  Gastridium  australe,  Hymenophyllum  tunbridgense, 
Aspleniuyn  lanceolatum  and  septentrionale,  LastrcBa  aemula, 
Lycopodium  alpinum  and  Nitella  opaca. 

Note  that  the  admission  into  the  county  Flora  of  Rubus 
Borceanus  (p.  110)  was  an  error,  and  the  record  should  be 
cancelled. 

III. — Taunton  District.  This  comprises  the  country 
drained  by  the  river  Tone  and  by  the  small  streams  which, 
flowing  from  the  south,  empty  themselves  into  the  Parret 
below  Langport.  The  chief  hills  in  this  division  are  the 
south-eastern  Quantocks  to  the  north-west,  where  Will's 
Neck  reaches  a  height  of  1262  feet,  and  on  the  south  the 
ridge  of  the  Blackdowns,  where  Staple  Hill  rises  to  1035  feet. 

The  Quantock  Hills  are  of  Devonian  age,  and  lime- 
stone beds  belonging  to  the  Ilfracombe  series  are  worked  at 
Asholt  and  Stowey.  The  valley  of  the  Tone  from  west  of 
Wiveliscombe  to  Taunton,  and  also  the  country  stretching 
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from  StoAvey  to  Bridgwater  and  Langport,  consist  of  red 
rocks  of  Triassic  age.  Rhtetic  beds  are  found  along  the 
south-eastern  border  of  the  district,  and  the  Blackdown  Hills 
belong  to  the  Upper  Greensand  [cretaceous  formation]. 

No  less  than  712  species  of  plants  have  been  found  in 
this  district.  Among  these  may  be  noted  Silene  anylica^ 
Stcllaria  palusfj'is,  Alsine  verna^  Radiola  linoides,  Genista 
anglica^  Vicia  bithynira^  Rubus  imbricatus,  argentatn.s^  micans^ 
Radnla  (type),  l(mgithyrsiyci\  foliosus,  mutabilis,  adornatus, 
Bellardi^  Pyrus  toniLUialis^  Chrysosplenium  alternifolium, 
Cnllitriche  hamiilata^  Sium  lafifolii/m,  Anthemis  nobilis^  Oxy- 
coccos  palfist?'is,  Sibthorpia  europcRii^  Pinguicula  lusitanica, 
Rumex  maritimus,  Listera  cordnta,  Pidygonatum  rnultiflorum, 
Coiwallaria  majaJu,  Potamogeton  alpinns  and  Jiabellatiis, 
Zannichellia  pedunculata^  Scirpns  paaciflorus,  Lycopodium 
mundatum  and  Pi  hilar  ia  globulifera. 
IV. — Ilminster  and  Yeovil  District.  This  is  drained 
by  the  upper  waters  of  the  Parret.  The  northern  boundary 
is  formed  by  the  river  Yeo,  from  Trent,  where  it  enters  the 
county,  to  Langport.  Except  along  the  southern  border 
this  is  a  low-lying  district.  Chard,  which  is  situated  on  the 
watershed  of  the  English  Channel  and  the  Severn  Sea,  is 
about  300  feet  above  sea  level. 

Much  of  the  low  ground  was  at  one  time  the  bed  of  a 
shallow  liassic  sea,  one  arm  of  which  extended  from  Ashill 
to  Langport  and  Ilchester,  while  another  stretched  east- 
wards from  Ilminster  to  Trent.  About  Yeovil  the  Midford 
(Oolitic)  sands  are  largely  developed,  and  extend  west- 
wards as  far  as  Cricket  Malherbe.  "Inferior  Oolite" 
occurs  at  Crewkerne,  Milborne  Port,  and  Ham  Hill ; 
"Fuller's  Earth"  near  Milborne  Port  and  between  Crew- 
kerne and  Haselbury  ;  while  to  the  south  the  "  Bradford 
Clay "  forms  the  ridge  of  Abbot's  Hill  on  the  Dorset 
boundary. 

This  is  a  less  productive  tract  (in  a  botanical  sense)  than 
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either  of  the  two  preceding  districts,  only  fUH  species 
having  been  recorded  from  it.  This  is  partly  due  to  the 
barren  nature  of  the  sandy  ground  in  the  south,  but  also 
partly  to  insufficient  examination,  especially  in  the  central 
portion  of  the  district. 

Among  the  rarer  plants  we  may  notice  Myosurus  minimus. 
Draba.  muralis,  Teesdalia  midicrmlis,  Moenchia  quaternella^ 
Sagina  ciliata^  Riibus  rhombifoliiijt  and  longithyrsiyer,  Rosa 
leucockroa^  Saxifracja  c/ranulata,  Centaurea  Calcitrapa,  Cam- 
panida  Rapuncalus.  C.patiila,  Lamium  hybridum  and  Ophrys 
muscifera. 

V. — SoMERTON  District.  This  includes  all  that  part  of 
the  basin  of  the  P arret  which  lies  to  the  north  of  the  Parret 
and  Yeo. 

The  southern  slopes  of  the  Polden  Hills  consist  of  beds 
of  Rhaetic  age,  which  also  extend  in  a  southerly  direction 
by  High  Ham  to  Langport.  Further  to  the  east  the  dis- 
trict is  crossed  by  a  broad  band  of  "Lias,"  which  is  suc- 
ceeded still  further  to  the  east  by  the  "  Midford  Sands " 
and  "  Fuller's  Earth."  The  western  extremity  of  the  dis- 
trict is  formed  by  Sedgmoor,  a  level  tract  of  post-pliocene 
age,  once  a  storehouse  of  rare  plants,  but  now  completely 
drained.  Near  the  eastern  boundary  the  country  becomes 
hilly,  the  downs  between  Sutton  Montis  and  Corton  Denham 
reaching  a  height  of  about  650  feet. 

(3nly  540  species  have  been  recorded  from  this  district. 
The  Rubus-flora  is  particularly  poor  and  uninteresting. 
Among  the  few  interesting  plants  we  find  Papaver  hybri- 
dum^ Nasturtium  amphibiiim,  Althcea  hirsuta,  Vicia  gracilis, 
Foterium  officinale,  Myrivphyllum  verticillatum,  Buplearum 
rotiindifolinm,  Cav.ca.lis  daucoides,  Sambucus  Ebulus,  Ono- 
pordon  Acanthinm,  Erythrcea  pulchclla,  Utricularia  vulgaris 
and  U.  minor,  Chenopodium  ficifoUum,  Euphorbia  platy- 
p>liyllos.  Allium  oleraceum,  Potamogeton  coloratus  and  P. 
aJpinus.  and  Chara  fragil.is. 
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VI.  — Axe  District.  This  consists  partly  of  a  narrow  strip 
along  the  south-western  border  of  the  county,  which  drains 
into  the  river  Axe,  and  partly  of  a  piece  of  country  four 
or  five  miles  long,  but  only  a  few  hundred  yards  wide, 
stretching  along  the  ridge  of  the  Blackdown  Hills,  and 
draining  into  the  Culm,  a  tributary  of  the  Exe.  A  very 
small  tract  of  land  about  Otterford  drains  into  the  river 
Otter.  Staple  Hill,  where  districts  iii,  iv,  and  vi  meet, 
rises  to  1035  feet  above  the  sea  :  at  Chard  the  watershed 
between  districts  iv  and  vi  falls  to  about  300  feet. 

The  Blackdown  Hills  are  of  "  Upper  Greensand  "  age, 
and  "Chalk"  occurs  at  Combe  St.  Nicholas,  Chard,  and 
Cricket  St.  Thomas. 

Owing  chiefly  to  its  small  area  the  number  of  species 
found  in  this  district  is  comparatively  small — -il?.  It  con- 
tains, however,  a  fair  number  of  interesting  plants,  the 
Rubus-flora  being  particularly  attractive.  A  great  feature 
is  the  enormous  abundance  of  the  type  form  of  B.  rosaceas. 

Other  interesting  plants  are  Draha  miu-alis^  Hypericum 
dabium,  RadioJa  linoides,  Genista  anglica^  Riibiis  Rogersii^ 
dumjiouiensis,  leacandrus,  silvaticus,  Qfiestierii,  anylosaxon- 
iciis,  Borrcri^  Leyanus^  Babingtonii,  scaber^  longithyrsiger^ 
mutabilis,  hirtus,  Rosa  glauca.,  Drosera  anglica,  Galium 
uligiiiosum,  Lathrcea  Squamaria^  Myrica  Gale^  and  Lastrcea 
(Emilia. 

VII.  — WiNCANTON  District.  This  small  district  occupies 
the  south-eastern  corner  of  the  county.  The  southern  part 
consists  of  a  level  tract,  watered  by  the  river  Cale  and  the 
Bow  Brook,  and  bounded  to  the  west  by  a  range  of  low  hills, 
belonging  to  the  "Cornbrash"  (Oolitic)  series.  Further 
north  the  country  becomes  more  hilly,  reaching  a  height  of 
800  feet  at  Alfred's  Tower,  and  948  feet  at  Long  Knoll. 

Eastwards  of  the  "Cornbrash"  we  find  the  "Oxford 
Clay  "  in  the  valley  of  the  Cale.  "  Coral  Rag  "  occurs  at 
Stoke  Trister  and  at  Cucklington,  while  the  ridge  of  high 
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land  between  Pen  Selwood  and  Stourton  is  formed  of 
"  Upper  Greensand."  The  small  detached  portion  to  the 
north,  round  Kilmington,  consists  of  chalk. 

The  number  of  species  hitherto  detected  in  this  district 
amounts  to  597,  a  large  total  when  we  consider  the  very 
small  area  over  which  they  are  distributed.  It  is  very  rich 
in  interesting  forms  of  Rubus.  The  most  remarkable  plants 
of  the  district  are  :  CorijdaJis  claviculata^  Polygala  calcarea^ 
Silene  anglica,  S.  noctiflora,  Rnbus  nessensis,  Jissus,  dum- 
iionicjisis,  carpinif alius,  rhomhifolius,  grains,  silvaticus,  micans, 
Sprengelii,  infest  as,  Bu7i'eri,  Ley  anus,  fuscus,  Lintoni,  folio- 
sus,  aciLtifrons,  Menkei  ?  and  Kaltenbachii,  Rosa  pseudo- 
rasticana,  Galium  ercctum,  Centimculus  minimus,  Gentiana 
campestris.  Polygonum  minus,  Carex  axillaris,  C.  depauperata, 
and  C.  strigosa. 

In  the  "Journal  of  Botany"  for  1895,  p.  47,  the  Rev. 
W.  M.  Rogers  quotes  Rubus  integribasis,  P.  J.  Muell  ?  as 
found  in  North  Somerset.  This  record  is  based  on  a  plant 
which  was  noticed,  some  years  since,  below  Gasper  Common 
in  this  district,  by  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Linton  and  myself.  Very 
possibly  Mr.  Linton  may  have  named  it  correctly,  but  the 
plant  was  in  poor  condition,  and  1  thought  it  safer  to  leave  it 
unnoticed  until  we  could  discover  more  satisfactory  material. 
No  specimens  were  preserved,  and  when  I  next  visited 
the  spot  the  plant  had  disappeared.  It  will  be  strange  if  a 
species  so  common  over  a  large  part  of  Dorset  should  not 
occur  in  Somerset. 
Vin. — Glastonbury  District.  This  consists  of  the 
valley  of  the  Brue,  and  extends  across  the  centre  of  the 
county  from  Wiltshire  to  the  British  Channel.  It  is  for 
the  most  part  of  very  moderate  elevation,  the  western 
portion  from  Glastonbury  to  the  sea,  being  almost  a  dead 
level.  The  celebrated  "peat-moor"  reaches  from  Glaston- 
bury to  Burtle.  North  of  Wells  and  Shepton  Mallet  the 
boundary  is  formed  by  the  watershed  of  Mendip,  reaching  a 
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height  of  979  feet  at  Masberry.  Alfred's  Tower,  on  the 
Wiltshire  border,  is  800  feet  above  the  sea.  Glastonbury 
Tor  rises  to  500  feet,  and  Brent  Knoll,  on  the  dividing  line 
between  districts  viii  and  ix,  to  457  feet. 

"  Old  Red  "  sandstone  is  found  in  the  extreme  north  of 
the  district  at  ^Masberry  and  Penhill,  and  the  Rhsetic  beds 
are  exposed  near  Croscombe,  Wells,  and  Wedmore.  A  belt 
of  "  Lias  "  crosses  the  district  in  a  southerly  direction  from 
Shepton  Mallet,  while  further  east  oolitic  rocks  appear  : — 
"  Midford  Sands,"  from  Doulting  to  Castle  Gary  (they  are 
also  found  to  the  westward,  capping  Glastonbury  Tor  and 
Vn-ent  Knoll)  :  "Inferior  Oolite,"  "Fuller's  Earth,"  "Brad- 
ford Clay,"  "Cornbrash,"  "Oxford  Clay,"  and  "Kimmeridge 
Clay."  The  flat  lands  from  Glastonbury  to  the  sea  are  of 
post-pliocene  age. 

The  iiora  is  rich,  as  may  be  expected,  no  less  than 
785  species  having  been  detected  within  the  area  of  this 
division.  Among  these  are  to  be  noted  : — Ranunculus 
Baudotii  and  Lingua,  Fumaria  confusa,  Draba  muralis, 
Sisyinbrium  Sojjhia,  Cramhe  maritima,  DiantJius  deltoides, 
Stellaria  palustris,  Althaea  officinalis,  Radiola  linoides,  Genista 
anglica,  Vicia  lathyroides,  Lathyrus  Aphaca,  Nissolia,  and 
palustris,  Rubus  Jissns,  plicatus,  opacus,  Sprcngelii,  fuscus, 
foliosus,  Kaltcnbachii,  and  ochroderrnis,  Potentilla  palustris, 
Myriophyllum  verticillatum,  Lythrum  Hyssopifolia,  Bup- 
leurum  rotundifolium  and  B.  tenuissimum,  Apium  inundatum, 
Cicuta  virosa,  Siinn  latifoliuni,  Peiicedamun  palustre,  Caucalis 
daucoides,  Onopordon  Acanthium,  Wahlenbergia  hederacea, 
Campanula  patula,  Oxycoccos  palustris,  Andj'omeda  polifolia, 
Statice  Limonium,  Lithospermum  purpureo-coeruleum,  Limo- 
sella  aquatica,  Rhinantlius  major,  Utricularia  vulgaris  and  U, 
minor,  Pinguicula  vulgaris  and  P.  lusitanica,  Littorella  juncea, 
Chenopodium  Jicifolium,  Polygonum  maritimum  and  P.  mite, 
Rumex  maritimus  and  R.  limosus,  Myrica  Gale,  Orchis  incar- 
nata,  Herminium  Monorchis,  Sparganium  minimum,  Rhyn- 


d 


XXvi  NOTES  ON  TIIK  (;E()L()GY  AND  HOTANT 


chospora  ftisca,  Carex  dimsa  and  C.  filiformis,  Gastridium 
aiistrale^  Festuca  hliacea  and  F.  iuii(/himis^  Lastraea  Tkdyp- 
teris  and  Phegopteris  polypodloides. 

Note  that  "  Rubus  nemoralis,  F.  J.  MnelV  (pp.  102  and 
414)  must  be  cancelled.  The  plant  so  called  in  the  body  of 
the  work  appears  (as  I  have  been  since  informed  by  the 
Rev.  W.  M.  Rogers)  to  be  identical  with  Scandinavian 
specimens  of  R.  villicaulis,  Koehl.^  var.  insularis,  F.  Aresch. 
IX. — Mendip  District.  This  comprises  all  that  part  of 
the  county  which  is  drained  by  streams  debouching  into  the 
Bristol  Channel  between  the  mouths  of  the  Brue  and  the 
Avon.  The  principal  rivers  are  the  Axe  and  Yeo,  which 
must  not  be  confused  with  those  other  streams,  bearing  the 
same  names  which  have  been  mentioned  under  districts  iv, 
V,  and  vi. 

Though  by  no  means  the  largest,  it  possesses  a  richer  flora 
than  any  other  in  the  county,  no  less  than  876  species 
having  been  detected  within  its  area.  This  superiority  it 
owes  to  the  wonderful  diversity  of  soil  and  situation  which 
it  presents  ;  an  extensive  coast  line,  marshy  lowlands,  hills 
and  promontories  of  limestone,  boggy  hollows  on  the  sand- 
stone, and  heights  ranging  from  sea-level  to  1067  feet  at 
the  summit  of  Blackdown.  Other  heights  within  the  dis- 
trict are  : — Bleadon  Hill,  436  feet ;  Brean  Down,  319  feet  ; 
and  the  island  of  Steep  Holm,  255  feet. 

The  "  Old  Red "  sandstone  occurs  in  many  places  on 
Mendip,  as  for  instance  on  the  top  of  Blackdown.  It 
appears  also  in  the  north-west,  at  Portishead  Down.  But 
the  rock  which  gives  so  interesting  a  character  to  a  large 
part  of  this  district  is  the  "  Mountain  "  or  "  Carboniferous  " 
Limestone.  The  south-western  and  western  portions  of 
Mendip  belong  to  this  formation,  which  may  be  well  studied 
at  Cheddar  gorge,  Burrington  Combe,  and  Ebbor  rocks. 
It  extends  also  from  Portishead  to  Clevedon,  and  thence 
stretches  eastwards  to  Clifton.    It  forms  also  the  promon- 
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tories  of  Swallow  ClifF,  Worle  Head,  and  Brean  Down, 
and  the  island  of  Steep  Holm.  The  true  coal-measures 
form  two  small  basins  in  the  north  of  the  district,  one  at 
Clapton-in-Grordano,  the  other  at  Nailsea.  Triassic  con- 
glomerates are  found  in  places  along  the  flanks  of  Mendip. 
The  marsh  lands  are  of  post-pleistocene  date. 

A  large  number  of  interesting  plants  are  found  in  this 
division.  Among  such  may  be  noted  : — Tlialictrum  coUinum, 
Ranunculus  Lingua^  Hellehorus  foetidns^  Pceonia  corollina, 
Meconopsis  camhrica^  Furnaria  imUidijiora^  Cochlearia  offi- 
cinali.H^  danica,  and  anc/lica,  Brassica  oleracea,  Lepidium 
latifolinm^  Thlaspi  alpestre,  Hutchinsia  petrcea,  Raphanus 
maritimus,  Helianthemum  polifolium,  Dianthus  ArmeyHa  and 
D.  (jratianopolitanus,  Cerastium  pjimilum^  Alsine  verna^  Al- 
thaea flfficitialis,  Geranium  sang iiineum  and  G.  rutiindifolium^ 
Erodinm  maritimum^  Trigonella  jmrpurascens,  Astragalus 
glycyphyllos,  Vicia  Orobus,  Spircea  Filipendiila^  Rubus  pube- 
scens,  Kaltenbachii  and  saxatilis,  Potentilla  verna  and  P. 
palustris,  Rosa  pimpinellifolia^  agrestis  and  rubiginosa,  Pyrus 
torminalis^  Saxifraga  hypnoides,  Sedunt  rupestre,  Drosera 
anglica,  Callitriche  vernalis  and  hamulata,  Eryngium  carn- 
pestre,  Bupleurum  tenuissimum,  Trinia  vulgaris^  Daucus 
gummifer,  Galium  silvestre,  Aster  Linosyris  (extinct),  Inula 
crithnoides,  Anthemis  arvensis  and  nobilis,  Onopordon  Acan- 
thium,  Hieracium  lima,  Schmidtii,  and  stenolepis,  Statice 
auriculcefolia,  Lithospermum  purpureo-coeruleum,  Atropa  Bel- 
ladonna, Linaria  repens,  Orobanche  elatior  and  O.  Hederce, 
Marrubium  vulgare,  Chenopodium  urbicum,  Rumex  maritimus, 
Daphne  Mezereum,  Taxus  baccata,  Cephalanthera  pallens. 
Orchis  ustulata,  Ophrys  muscifera,  Polygonatum  officinale, 
Convallaria  majalis,  Allium  Ampeloprasum  and  A.  oleraceum, 
Fritillaria  Meleagris,  Juncus  diffusus,  Potamogeton  color atus 
and  P.  alpinus,  Ruppia  spiralis,  Zannichellia  pedunculata, 
Cyperus  longus,  Scirpus  Taberncemontana,  Schoenus  nigri- 
cans, Carex  humilis,  montana,  depauperata,  and  extensa,  Fes- 
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tuca  loliacca  and  F.  unujlumis,  Afjropyron  aciihi/m  and  A. 
junceum,  Aspl.cniam  marinuni,   Cystopteris  frayilis,  Jjistva'Ji 

Thelyptcris,  Pliegopteris  calcarea,  Lycopodium   Selayo,  and 

Charci  aspera. 

Note  that  Folyyonum  Roherti,  Loisel  (F.  Rari,  l^ab.),  was 
found  by  Borrer,  near  Brean,  in  this  district.  A  specimen 
is  preserved  in  Mr.  Borrer's  herbarium  at  Kew.  It  was 
collected  in  1836. 
X. — Bath  and  Bristol  District.  This,  the  largest  of  the 
ten  districts,  is  situated  in  the  north-east  of  the  county,  and 
comprises  all  that  portion  of  the  valley  of  the  Avon  which 
lies  within  the  county  of  Somerset.  The  principal  tributary 
streams  are  the  Frome,  the  Midford  brook,  and  the  Chew. 
The  surface  is  hilly,  but  none  of  the  hills  reach  any  very 
great  elevation.  Masberry  on  the  south-western  boundary 
reaches  979  feet,  and  Lansdown,  in  the  north-east,  813 
feet.    Dundry  Hill  is  768  feet  above  the  sea. 

"  Old  Red "  sandstone  is  found  at  Masberry  and  on 
Downhead  Common.  Carboniferous  rocks  are  mainly  de- 
veloped in  the  west;  the  "  Lower  limestone  shales,"  "  Moun- 
tain limestone,"  and  "  Millstone  grit "  near  Clifton  ;  while 
the  "  coal-measures "  extend  over  a  large  area,  reaching 
from  Brislington  to  the  Nettlebridge  valley.  Radstock  may 
be  taken  as  the  chief  seat  of  the  coal  industry.  Further 
east,  from  Midsomer  Norton  to  Saltford,  we  find  the  Rhastic 
beds  exposed  in  several  places,  while  Lias  is  found  around 
Dundry  Hill  and  between  Bath  and  the  Mendips.  The 
remainder  of  the  area  is  occupied  by  rocks  of  Oolitic  age. 
The  "  Midford  sands  "  stretch  from  Midford  to  Dunkerton. 
"  Inferior  Oolite  "  caps  Dundry  Hill  and  forms  the  lower 
part  of  the  hills  round  Bath,  occurring  also  near  Frome. 
"  Fuller's  Earth  "  is  found  near  Bath  and  Frome.  The 
hills  round  Bath  are  capped  by  the  "  Bath "  or  "  Grreat " 
Oolite.  The  "  Bradford  Clay "  stretches  from  Norton  St. 
Philip  to  the  southern  boundary,  followed  to  the  east  by 
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the  "  Cornbrash  "  and  "  Oxford  Cla}^"  The  "  Kimmeridge 
Clay  "  exhibits  a  narrow  outcrop  on  the  hillsides  west  of 
Maiden  Bradley. 

The  number  of  species  hitherto  detected  in  this  district  is 
845  ;  so  that,  making  due  allowance  for  the  absence  of  any 
considerable  extent  of  coast-line,  it  may  be  reckoned  as 
possessing  almost  as  rich  a  flora  as  that  of  district  ix. 

Among  the  more  interesting  species  we  may  note : — 
Arabis  stricta,  Cardainine  inq:)atiens^  Draba  muralis^  Coch- 
learia  anglica^  Diplotaxis  tenuifolia,  Hntchinsia  pctraea^  Dian- 
thus  delta  ides,  Sileiie  noctijiora,  Cerastliwi  pumihun,  Alsine 
tenuifolia,  Geranium  sanguineam,  G.  rotandifolium,  Erodium 
maritimum,  Astragalus  glgcyphyllos.  Spiraea  Filipendula, 
Rubus  j'udis,  fuscus,  pallidns,  and  saxatilis,  Potentilla  verna, 
Saxifraga  granulata,  Sedani  album,  S.  rupestre,  Epilobium 
lanceolatmn,  E.  Lamyi,  Apinm  imindatum,  Caucalis  daucoides, 
Sambucus  Ebiihts,  Valerianella  carinata,  WaJdenbergia  heder- 
acea.,  Campanula  patula,  Pyrola  minor,  Asperugo  procumbens, 
Cuscuta  earopnea,  Atropa  Belladonna,  Orobaiiche  elatior,  Pin- 
guicula.  vulgaris,  Chenopodium  Vulvaria  and  C.  hybridiun. 
Polygonum  dumetorum,  Thesium  linopJiyllum,  Euphorbia 
pilosa,  E.  Lathyris,  Jiuiiperus  communis,  Cephala.nthera 
pallens,  Orchis  ustulata,  Ophrys  mascifera,  Herminium  Mon- 
orchis,  Polygonatum.  multiflorum,  P.  officinale,  Convalla.ria 
majalis.  Allium  oleraceum,  Ornitliogalum  pyrenaicum,  Fritil- 
laria  Meleagris,  Tulipa  silvesti^is,  Gagea  fascicularis,  Juncus 
compressus,  J.  diffusus.  Acorns  Calamus,  Potamogeton  deei- 
piens,  P.  Friesii,  P.  flabellatus,  Heleocharis  acicularis,  Scirpus 
Caricis,  Carex  dioica  (extinct),  Davalliana  (extinct),  tereti- 
.uscula  ?,  axillaris,,  digitata,  Gastridium  australe,  Bromus 
madritensis,  B.  arvensis,  Agropyron  pungens,  Phegopteris 
calcarea,  Pilularia  globulifera,  Nitella  flexilis. 
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Trifolium  medium  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    -    9  10 

„       squamosum  ...    ~2    8-    5-    -8    9  — 

„       arvense  ...    -    2    3    4    -    -    -    8    9  10 

„       striatum  ...-234---8    9  10 

„       scabrum  ...    -    2    3    -    -    -    -    8    9  10 

„       glomeratum  ...-2------    -  — 

„       sufFocatum  ...--------?  — 

hybridum  ...--345--8910 

repens  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

fragiferum  ...    -    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

5,        procumbens  ...     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„       dubium  ...     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„       filiforme  ...    -    2    3    4    -    -    -    -    9  10 

Anthyllis  Vulneraria  ...-23-5-789  10 

Lotus  corniculatus  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„     tenuis    ...  ...    -    -3-O--8    9  10 

„     pilosus  ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Astragalus  glycypliyllos       -    --    -O---9  10 

Ornitliopus  perpusillus  ...    1    2    3    4---    -    9  10 

Hippocre]3is  comosa  ...    -    --    -5-7    8    9  10 

Onobrychis  viciaefolia  ...    -2    -    4-    --    -    9  10 

Viciahirsuta  ...  ...-2    3    4-    -789  10 

„     tetrasperma  ...    -    2    3    4    -    -    7    8    9  10 

„     gracilis  ...  ...    -    2-  -5--8-10 

„     Cracca  ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„     Orobus  ...  9  [10] 

„     silvatica...  ...    -    2    -    --    --    8    9  10 

„     sepium   ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„    lutea      ...  ...    -    --    --    --[8]-  ? 

„     bybrida  ...  -  [8]  -  — 

„     angustifolia  ...     1    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

„     lathyroides  ...    -    2-    --    --    8    9  — 

„     bithynica  ...    -    2    3                             9  10 

Lathy rus  Aphaca  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    -    8    9  10 

Nissolia  ...    -    2    3    -    5    -    7    8    9  10 
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Riibiis  corylifolius  ...-234    5  678910 

„     Balfoiirianus  ...---456-89  10 

„     caesms...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„     saxatilis  ...    -    --    --    --    -9  10 

Grenm  iirbanum  ...     1     2    3    456    789  10 

rivale    ...  ...     1     -----     7    8    9  10 

Fragaria  vesca  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 
Potentilla  Fragariastrum      1     2345    6  78910 

„        veriia  ...--?-    ?    -    -    -    9  10 

dlvestris  ...     1     2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„        procumbens  ...    1    -    3    -    -    6    7    -    9  10 

reptans  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Anserina  ...     1     2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

,,        palustris  ...    -    --    ----_8    9  10 

Alchemilla  arvensis  ...    1    2    3    456789  10 

vulgaris  ...     12-4---8    9  10 

Agrimonia  Eupatoria  ...    1    23456789  10 

Poterium  Sanguisorba  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

,,       polygamiim  ...    -    --    --    --    -9  10 

.,       officinale  ...    1    -    -_5_--_  — 

Rosa  pimpinellifolia  ...-2------9  — 

„    tomentosa  ...    1    2    3    -    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„     rubiginosa  ...    -    --    --    --    -9  — 

„     micrantha  ...12    3    4    5  678910 

agrestis  ...  ...-2------9  — 

„    obtusifolia  ...    12-4-6    -    8-  10 

.,     canina    ...  ...    123456789  10 

„    glauca    ...  ...    -    2-    -    -    6-    8    9  10 

„     stylosa    ...  ...    -    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„     arvensis  ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Pyrus  torminalis  ...    --3    -    --    --9  10 

Aria     ...  ...    -    2    -    -    -    -    7    8    9  10 

„     latifolia  {var.  de-  \  _2--~----10 
cipiens)  ) 

Aucuparia  ...1234-678910 
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l*yrus  communis           ...    -    -    3    -    5    -    -    -    9  10 

„      Malus  ...           ...    1    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

Mespihis  germanica       ...    -2    3-    --    -8    9  10 

Crataegus  monogyna      ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Saxifraga  tridactylites  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„       granulata      ...    -    -    -    4    5    -    -    -    -  10 

„       hypnoides      ...--------9  — 

Chrysosplenium  opposi-|     j    234--789  10 
tif  olium  J 

„  alternif  olium    -  23----8?10 

Parnassia  palustris        ...    -------  [8]  -  — 

Kibes  rubrum  ...           ...     12-4--789  10 

„     nigrum  ...           ...     1     2    3    -    -6-89  10 

Cotyledon  Umbilicus     ...    12    3    456789  10 

Sedum  Telepbium         ...-2----789  10 

„     album  ...           ...    -    2    -    4    -    -    -    8    9  10 

„     dasyphyllum      ...    -    --    --    --8    9  10 

„     anglicum           ...     1    2------    -  — 

„     acre     ...           ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„     reflexum            ...-2345--89  10 

„     rupestre            ...-2------9  10 

„     Forsterianum     ...    -    2-    --    ---    -  — 

Drosera  rotundifolia      ...-234-6789  10 

„      anglica             ...    -    -    ?--6-?9  — 

„      intermedia        ...    -    -3--6-8    9  — 

Hippuris  vulgaris          ...    -    -    P-5--8    9  10 

Myriophyllum  verticill-\     ____5__  g9]^0 
atum  / 

„          spicatum   ...    ?-3-5-7-9  10 

„          alterniflorum    -    23-----9  — 

Callitriche  vernalis       ...-2------9  — 

„       stagnalis  ...12345678910 

„       hamulata      ...    -    -3-----9  10 

„       obtusangula ...    -    --    4-    -    7    8    9  10 

Lythrum  Salicaria        ...-23456789  10 
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Lytlirum  Hyssopifolia   ...-------8    -  — 

Peplis  Portula...           ...-23---7-9  10 

Epilobium  angustifolium...    123---789  10 

„       hirsutum      ...123456789  10 

parviflorum  ...123456789  10 

montanum    ...123456789  10 

„       lanceolatum                                 -----  10 

„       roseum         ...    -    2    3    4    -    -    7    8    9  10 

„       adnatum       ...     1     ?    3    -    5    -    7    8    9  10 

obscurum     ...     1234--7-9  10 

,,       Lamyi         ...    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -  10 

palustre  ...1234--78910 

CEnothera  biennis          ...    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    8    9  10 

„         odorata         ...    -    --    --    --    -9  — 

Circsea  lutetiana            ...     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Bryonia  dioica...           ...    -    2    345---9  10 

Hydrocotyle  vulgaris  ...12345678910 

Eryngiiim  maritimum     ...     -    2    -    --    --8    9  — 

,,        campestre      ...--------9  — 

Sanicula  europaea          ...     12    3    456789  10 

Conium  maculatum        ...     123456789  10 

Smyrnium  Olusatrum    ...    -    2    3    -    5    -    -    8    9  10 
Bnpleurum  rotundifolium    -    --  -5--8-10 

„         tenuissimimi  ..-2-----8    9  — 

Trinia  vulgaris...           ...    -    --    --    --    -9  — 

Apium  graveolens         ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    -    8    9  10 
„     nodiflorum  ...12345678910 
5,     inundatum         ...    -    --    --    --  8-10 

Cicuta  virosa  ...           ...    -    --    --    --8-  — 

Carum  segetum             ...    -    2    3    -    5    -    -8    9  10 

Sison  Amomum            ...    -    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Sium  latifolium             ...--3-5--89  — 

„    erectum  ...           ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

^gopodium  Podagraria...    123456789  10 

Pimpinella  Saxifraga     ...-23456789  10 
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OF  SPECIES  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY.  H 

Chenopodium  Bonus-    \     ^     9    345--8    9  10 
Henricus  J 

Beta  maritima              ...    -2    -    --    --8    9  ? 

Atriplex  patula  ...-2345678910 

„       hastata           ...-2345--89  10 

„        Babingtonii     ...    -    2-    --    --    8    9  — 

„       portulacoides   ...-23-5--8    -  — 

Salicornia  herbacea       ...-2    3    -    5-    -8    9  10 

Suaeda  maritima           ...    -2    -    --    --8    9  ? 

Salsola  Kali    ...           ...    -    2    -----    8    9  — 

Polygonum  Convolvulus  12345678910 

„        dumetorum  ...    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -  10 

„        aviculare     ...123456789  10 

„        Roberti      ...--------9  — 

„        maritimum  ...-------8    -  — 

Hydropiper       123456789  10 

„         minus          ...    ------    7  [8]  -  — 

„        mite           ...-------8    -  — 

„         Persicaria  ...     1     23456789  10 
lapathifolium     -  23-5-78910 

„        amphibium  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

„         Bistorta      ...     1    23---78-  10 

Rumex  conglomeratus    ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„     sanguineus        ...     123456789  10 

„     maritimus          ...--3----89  — 

„     limosus              ...-------8    -  — 

„     pulcher             ...-2--5-789  10 

„     obtusifolius        ...123456789  10 

„     acutus               ...    -    -    3    4    -    -    7    8    9  10 

„     crispus              ...123456789  10 

„      Hydrolapathum...    -    23    -5-789  10 

„     Acetosa            ...    123456789  10 

„     Acetosella         ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Daphne  Mezereum        ...    -    --    --    --    -9  10 

Laureola          ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 


Hi 
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Viscum  album 

- 

- 

3 

4 

5 

- 

- 

8 

9 

10 

Thesium  linophyllum 

10 

Euphorbia  Peplis 

V 

— ■ 

„       Helioscopia  ... 

1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„       platyphyllos  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

8 

9 

10 

„  pilosa 

10 

„  amygdaloides 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  Paralias 

2 

8 

9 

— 

„  Peplus 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  exigua 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  Lathyris 

8 

9 

10 

Mercurialis  perennis 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  annua 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Ulmus  montana 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  campestris 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Humulus  Lupulus 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Urtica  dioica  ... 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„      urens  ... 

- 

2 

3 

4 

5 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Parietaria  officinalis 

- 

2 

3 

4 

5 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Myrica  Gale  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

8 

- 

— 

Betula  alba 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

6 

7 

8 

- 

— 

Alnus  glutinosa 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Carpinus  Betulus 

7 

- 

9 

10 

Corylus  Avellana 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Quercus  Robur 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Fagus  silvatica 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Salix  triandra  ... 

- 

- 

3 

4 

5 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„    fragilis  ... 

- 

2 

3 

4 

5 

— 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  alba 

1 

- 

- 

4 

5 

— 

— 

8 

9 

10 

„    cinerea  ... 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  aurita 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„    Caprea  ... 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„    repens  ... 

3 

4 

6 

8 

9 

10 

„  viminalis 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  purpurea 

3 

6 

9 

10 
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Populus  alba   ...  ...--3456-8    9  10 

„       tremiila  ...    1    -    3    4    -    6    7    8    9  10 

Empetrum  nigrum  ...     1     2------    -  — 

C'eratophjllura  demersiim     -    -    3-    -o    -    8    9  10 

Juniperus  communis  ...    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -  10 

Taxus  baccata ...                                                         9  10 

Pinus  silvestris                                                            -  ? 

Elodea  canadensis  ...--345    6-8    9  10 

Hydrocharis  Morsus-rante    -    -345--89  — 

Neottia  Nidus-avis  ...     1    -    -45    -7    8    9  10 

Listera  cordata  ...    -    23----    -     -  — 

„      ovata  ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Spiranthes  autumnalis  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

C  ephalantliera  pallens  ...    -    -    ?    ?----9  10 

Epipactis  latifolia  ...12    3    4-    --  8910 

„       palustris  ...    -2    -    --    --8    9  10 

Orchis  pyramidalis  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

„     ustulata  ...    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    9  10 

,,     Morio  ...  ...    -    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„     mascula  ...     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„     incarnata  ...-------89  — 

„     latifolia  ...1234    5    6-  8910 

„     maculata  ...12345678910 

Ophrys  apifera  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

„      muscifera  ...    -    2    -    7    -    --    -9  10 

Herminium  Monorchis  ...    -    --    --    --    8-  10 

Habenaria  conopsea  ...    -    2    -    4    -    6    7    -    9  10 

„        viridis                               4    -    -    7    8    9  10 

bifolia  ...    1-34-6-8-  — 

„        cliloroleuca  ...    -    2    345-7    8    9  10 

Iris  foetldissima  ...     1    2    3    4    5    -    -    8    9  10 

„    Pseudacorus  ...123456789  10 

Narcissus  Pseudo-narcissus    1    234    -     -7-9  10 

biflorus  ...    -    -    3    -----    9  10 

Galanthus  nivalis  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    -    8    9  10 
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Tamus  communis  ...     1     2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Rnscus  aculeatus  ...    -    2    3    -    --    --    9  10 

Asparagus  officinalis  ...    -    -    3    -    -    -    -    8    9  10 

Polygonatum  multiflorum     -  -3----8-10 

„           officinale  ...    -    -------9  10 

Convallaria  majalis  ...    -    -    3    -    -    -    -    -    9  10 

Allium  Ampeloprasum  ...--------9  — 

vineale  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

„      oleraceum  ...    -    --    -5---9  10 

„      ursinum  ...     123    4    56789  10 

Scilla  nutans    ...  ...     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Ornithogalum  umbellatum    -    -345--89  10 
„  pyrenaicum    -    --    --    --    --  10 

Fritillaria  Meleagris  ...    -    --    --    --    -9  10 

Tulipa  silvestris  ...  ---------10 

Gagea  fascicularis  ...    -    --    --    --  --10 

Colchicum  autumnale  ...    -    -345    6    7    8    9  10 

Narthecium  ossifragum  ...    -    2    3-    -6-8    9  10 

Paris  quadrifolia  ...    --345-78    9  10 

Juncus  bufonius  ...     123456789  10 

„      squarrosus  ...     1     23    -    -    6-8    9  10 

„      compressus  -  10 

„      Gerardi  ...    -    2-    --    --    89  — 

„      glaucus  ...     1     2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„     difFusus  -    9  10 

effusus  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

conglomeratus  ...12345678910 

„      maritimus  ...-23-5--    -  ?10 

„      acutus  ...    —    ?-----    -    ?  — 

supinus  ...~23--6789  10 

„      obtusiflorus  ...    -    --    --    --    8    9  10 

„      lamprocarpus  ...123456789  10 

„      acutiflorus  ...-2-4-678910 

Luzula  Forsteri  ...-23----    -    ?  — 

„      vernalis  ...    123456789  10 
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Liiziila  maxima 

...  1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

9 

10 

„  campestris 

...  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„      erecta  ... 

...  1 

2 

3 

4 

- 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Tjpha  latifolia 

2 

3 

4 

5 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  angustifolia 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

— 

8 

— 

10 

Sparganium  ramosum 

...  1 

2 

3 

4 

0 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  simplex 

...  - 

- 

3 

4 

5 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  minimum 

... 

8 

- 

— 

Arum  maculatum 

...  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Acorus  Calamus 

...  - 

- 

- 

- 

[5] 

- 

- 

? 

- 

10 

Lemna  trisulea 

...  - 

2 

3 

4 

5 

- 

- 

8 

9 

10 

„     minor  ... 

...  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„     gibba  ... 

...  - 

2 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

8 

9 

10 

„  polyrrhiza 

...  - 

2 

3 

- 

5 

- 

- 

8 

9 

10 

Alisma  Plantago 

...  - 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  ranunculoides 

...  - 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

8 

9 

10 

Sagittaria  sagittifolia 

... 

- 

3 

4 

5 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Butomus  umbellatus 

...  - 

- 

3 

4 

5 

- 

1 

8 

9 

10 

Triglochin  palustre 

...  - 

2 

3 

4 

- 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  maritimum 

...  - 

2 

8 

9 

10 

Potamogeton  ilatans 

...  - 

- 

3 

- 

0 

- 

7 

- 

9 

10 

„  polygonifol 

LUS  1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

6 

- 

8 

9 

10 

„  coloratus 

...  - 

- 

- 

- 

0 

- 

- 

- 

9 

— 

„  alpinus 

- 

- 

3 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

9 

— 

„  lucens 

— 

— 

- 

4 

5 

- 

- 

8 

9 

10 

,,  decipiens 

10 

„  perfoliatus 

...  - 

- 

3 

4 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

„  crispus 

...  - 

- 

3 

4 

5 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  densus 

— 

— 

3 

- 

5 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  Friesii 

... 

10 

„  pusillus 

...  - 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

7 

8 

9 

10 

„  pectinatus 

...  - 

2 

4 

5 

- 

8 

9 

10 

„  flabellatus 

3 

10 

Ruppia  spiralis 

9 

„  rostellata 

2 
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Zanriichellla  palustrls  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

„         pedunculata      -    -3    -    --    --    9  — • 

Zostera  marina  ...-------89  — 

Cyperiis  longus  ...--------9  — 

Heleocharis  acicularis  ...    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -  10 

„         palustris  ...-2    3  45-78910 

„    ;     multicaulis  ...    -    2    -    -    -    6    -    8    -  10 

Scirpus  paucifiorus  ...-23-----    -  — 

„      caespitosus  ...    -    -    3    -    -    -    -    8    9  10 

„      fluitans  ...    -    2    3    -    --    -8    9  — 

„      numidianus  ...-2------    -  — 

setaceus  ...-2    3    4-    -789  10 

„      Holoschoenus  ...    -  [2]  -    --    --    --  — 

„      lacustris  ...    -    --    45-7    8    9  10 

„      Tabernaemontana    -    2-    --    --    -9  — 

„      maritimus               —    23-5-7    8    9  10 

„      silvaticus  ...    -    -    3    4    -    -    7    8    -  10 

„       Caricis  ...    -    --    --    --8    9  10 

Eriophorum  vaginatum  ...    1    23----8    9  — 

angustifolium  ...     1    2    3    4    -    6    7    8    9  10 

Rhynchospora  fusca  ...    -------8-  — 

alba  ...    -    -3--6-89  — 

Schoenus  nigricans  ...    --------9  — 

Cladium  germanicum  ...    -    -    -    -  [5]  -    -  [8]  -  — 

Carex  dioica    ...  ...    -    --    --    --    --  [10] 

„      Davalliana  [10] 

„      pulicaris  ...-234-678910 

,,      divisa    ...  ...    -    2-    --    --    8-  — 

„      disticha  ...    -    --    --    -    7    8    9  10 

„      arenaria  ...-2-----89  — 

„      teretiuscula  ?  -  ?10 

„      paniculata  ...    -    -3    4-6    7    8    9  10 

„      vulpina  ...-234-6789  10 

„      muricata  ...-2    3    4-  678910 

„      divulsa  ...  ...    -    2    3    4    -    6    7    8    9  10 
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Carex  echinata  ...    1    234-6789  10 

„     remota  ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„      axillaris                                             -    7-9  10 

„      curta     ...  ...-------?    -  — 

„      ovalis    ...  ...    1    2    3    -    -    6    7    8    9  10 

„      acuta    ...  ...    -    --    --    --  --10 

Goodenowii  ...    123    ---789  10 

„      glauca  ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„      digitata  ...    -    --    --    --  --10 

„      hiimilis  ...    -    --    --    --    -9  10 

,,      montana  ...    --------9  — 

„      pilulifera  ...123---78910 

pi-aecox  ...123456789  10 

„      pallescens  ...     1    -3---7    8    9  10 

„      panicea  ...    1234--789  10 

„      pendula  ...    -    -    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

„      strigosa  ...    -    --    --    -    7    8    9  10 

„     depauperata  ...------7-9  — 

„      silvatica  ...    1    2    3    4    -    6    7    8    9  10 

„     laevigata  ...    1    23--6    7-    -  — 

„      binervis  ...    1    2    3    4    -    -    -    -    9  10 

„      distans  ...  ...    -    2    -----    8    9  10 

„      fulva     ...  ...    -    2    3    -    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„      extensa  ...    -    --    --    --    -9  — 

„      flava     ...  ...    1    2    -    4    -    6    7    8    9  10 

„      filiformis  .;.    -    --    --    --    8-  — 

„      hirta     ...  ...    -    2    3    4    -    6    7    8    9  10 

„      Pseudo-cyperus  ...--34---89  — 

„      palludosa  ...    -    2    -    4    -    6    7    8    9  10 

„      riparia  ...  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

„      rostrata  ...    -    --    --    6-    89  [10] 

Plialaris  arundlnacea  ...12345678910 
Anthoxanthum  odoratum  12345678910 

Alopecurus  myosuroides...    -    2345    -    789  10 

„       geniculatus  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 


Iviii 
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Alopecurus  bulbosns  ...-2------    -  — 

„       pratensis  ...    1    2    3    4    .5    6    7    8    9  10 

Milium  efFusum  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

Phleum  pratense  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„       arenarium  ...    -    2    -    --    --8    9  — 

Agroslis  setacea  ...-23-----    -  — 

„        canina  ...    1    2    3    -    --    --9  10 

alba  ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„       vulgaris  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Calamagrostis  epigeios  ...    -    2    -    4-    -    7    8    9  10 

lanceolata...    -    --    --    --    --  ? 

Gastridium  australe  ...    -    2    -    --    --    8  -10 

Ammophila  arundinacea       -    2-    --    --    8    9  — 

Aira  caryophyllea  ...12345678910 

„    praecox   ...  ...    -    2    3    4    -    -    7    -    9  10 

Deschampsia  caespitosa  ...    123456789  10 

„        flexuosa  ...123456789  10 

Holcus  mollis  ...  ...    1    2    3    4    -    -    7    -    9  10 

„      lanatus  ...123456789  10 

Trisetum  pratense  ...    123456789  10 

Avena  pubescens  ...    1    -    -4-    -    7    -    9  10 


„     pratensis  ...-2-45-78910 
„     fatua    ...  ...    -    2    3    -    5    -    7    8    9  10 

Arrhenatherum  avenaceum  12345678910 
Sieglingia  decumbens  ...1234-6789  10 
Phragmites  communis  ...  -  2  3  4  5  -  7  8  9  10 
Cynosurus  cristatus       ...12    3    456789  10 


Koeleria  cristata  ...    -    --    4-    -    7    8    9  10 

Molinia  coerulea  ...1234--789  10 

Catabrosa  aquatica  ...     1    2345-789  10 

Melica  uniflora  ...1234-6789  10 

Dactylis  glomerata  ...12345678910 

Briza  media     ...  ...     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Poa  annua       ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„    nemoralis  ...  -    8    9  10 
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Poa  compressa  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    -    8    9  10 

„   pratensis  ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„   trivialis    ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Glyceria  fluitans  ...12345678910 

„       aquatica  ...-2345--89  10 

„       maritima  ...-23-5--89  10 

„       distans  ...-23-5--89  10 

Festuca  procumbens  ...    -    -3    -    5    -    --  -10 

„      rigida  ...    -    2    3    4    5    -    7    8    9  10 

„      loliacea  ...-2-----89  — 

„      uniglumis  ...    -2    -    --    --8    9  — 

„      myurus  ...    -    -    3    4    5    -    7    8    -  10 

„      sciuroides  ...-234--78910 

„      ovina  ...  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„      rubra?  -    7    -  -10 

fallax  ...    -    2    -    4    -    6    7    8    9  10 

„      elatior  ...-234--789  10 

Bromus  giganteus  ...    1    2    3    45-7    8    9  10 

„      ramosus  ...12345-789  10 

„      erectus  ...---45-789  10 

„      madritensis  ...    -    --    --    --  --10 

„      sterilis  ...123456789  10 

„      secaliniis  ...    -    --    -5    -    7    8    9  10 

„      racemosus  ...    1    -3---7    8    9  10 

„      comrautatus  ?--5--8-10 

mollis  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„      arvensis  ...    -    --    --    --  --10 

Brachy  podium  silvaticum  12345678910 
„  pinnatum  ...    -    --    -5-    -  ?910 

Lolium  perenne  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„     temulentum  ...    -    -    -    -    -    -    7    -    9  10 

Agropyron  caninum  ...--34----9  10 

„       repens  ...    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

„       pungens  ...    -  --------10 

„       acutum  ..,-2    -    -    --    --    9  — 
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Agropyron  junccum 

Lepturus  filiformis 

Nardus  stricta 

Hordeum  secalinum 
„  murinum 
„  maritimum 

Elymus  arenarius 

Hymenophyllum    tun-  \ 
bridgense  j 

Pteris  aquilina 
Cryptogramme  crispa  ... 
Lomaria  Spicant 
Asplenium  lanceolafcum  ... 

„  Adiantum-nigrum 

„  marinum 

„  Trichomanes 

„      Ruta-muraria    . . . 

„  septentrionale 
Athyrium  Filix-foemina 
Ceterach  officinarum 
Scolopendrium  vulgare  ... 
Cystopteris  fragilis 
Polystichum  aculeatum  ... 

„  angulare 
Lastraea  Thelypteris 

„  Oreopteris 

„  Filix-mas 

„  spinulosa 

„  dilatata 

„  aemula 
Polypodium  vulgare 
Phegopteris  Dryopteris  ... 
„  calcarea 
„  polypodioides 
Osmunda  regalis 


-2-----89  — 

-    2  -    -    5    -    -    8    9  10 

1    2  3    -    -    -    7    -    9  10 

-2345-789  10 

-2-45--8    9  10 

-2-----89  — 

-2-----89  — 


_2-------  - 

123456789  10 

1234-6789  10 

_2-------  - 

12345-789  10 

-2------9  — 

123456789  10 

123456789  10 

_2------    -  — 

123456789  10 

-23456789  10 

123456789  10 

1     ?-_---89  10 

-234-6789  10 

123456789  10 

_______89  — 

1234-6789  10 

123456789  10 

12-4-6789  10 

1234-678    9  10 

-2---6---  — 

123456789  10 
1--------- 

--------9  10 

______-8-  — 

___4_6-8  [9][10J 
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Ophioglossum  vulgatum...    -    2  34-678910 

Botrychium  Lunaria      ...    -    2    3    ---    -    8    9  10 

Equisetum  maximum     ...-2    3    456789  10 

arvense         ...     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 
„        silvaticum     ...    -    -3    4--    -    8  -10 

„        palustre        ...    1    2    3    4    -    6    7    8    9  10 

„        limosum        ...    -    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9  10 

Lycopodiiim  Selago       ...-23-----9  — 

„         inundatum  ...-23-----    -  — - 

„         clavatiim    ...    1    2    3    4---    -    9  — 

„         alpinum      ...-2------    -  — 

Pilularia  globiilifera      ...    -    -3-----    -  10 

Chara  fragilis  ...           ...--3-O---9  10 

„     aspera   ...           ...    -    --    --    --    -9  — 

„     hispida  ...                                                    -    9  10 

„     vulgaris              ...--34    5    -    789  10 

Nitella  fiexilis  ...  lo 

„      opaca   ...           ...    -    2-    --    --    --  — 


FURTHER  ADDENDA 


Received  since  the  completion  of  the  volume. 


1  am  indebted  for  most  of  the  following  interesting  notes  to 
Mr.  David  Fry.  Unfortunately  they  have  only  reached  me 
at  the  last  moment,  too  late  to  be  inserted  in  their  proper 
places.— R.  P.  M. 

(Fa5fe48) 

1.  Cerastium  tetrandrum,  Curt. 

9.  Near  the  old  church  at  Uphill  ;  D.  Fry. 

2.  C.  PUMILUM,  Curt. 

9.  Near  the  old  church  at  Uphill ;  D.  Fry. 

6.      C.  ARYENSE,  L. 

Native  :  mostly  on  sandy  or  limestone  soils  ;  very  rare.  May 
to  August. 

9.  Hillside  at  Loxton,  where  it  is  scattered  about  in  fair 
quantity  ;  ■  Z).  Fry.  First  found  (about  1894)  by  Mrs. 
S.  Gregory.    New  to  the  county. 

Europe  ;   N.  and  W.  Asia  ;   N.  Africa  ;  N.  America  ; 

Chili  ;  Fuegia. 
England,  Scotland,  Ireland. 
Not  in  Devon. 

{Pagt  99) 
2.    RuBUS  Fissus,  Lindl. 

10.  Very  abundantly  in  Lord's  Wood,  Houndstreet ;  D. 
Fry.  "  This  bramble,  which  has  been  named  'Jissus  ' 
by  Mr.  Rogers,  is  a  som.ewhat  remarkable  plant  of 
very  luxuriant  habit,  the  barren  stems  often  attaining 
a  height  of  six  or  even  eight  feet,  with  frequently  very 
large  leaves,  of  a  thinner  texture  than  usual.  Mr. 
Rogers  regards  it  as  in  some  respects  nearer  to  the 
continental  'Jissus  '  than  the  ordinary  British  form  of 
that  species." 
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3.  *     R.  SUl.CATUS,  Vest. 

Native  :  in  (generally)  damp  woodlands.  Very  rare.  .Jiuk;, 
July. 

10.  Plentifully  in  a  Avood  at  Connpton  Dando  ;  D.  Fry. 

New  to  the  connty. 
Scandinavia  ;  Germany  ;  Switzerland  ;  Eastern  France  ; 
Austria  ;  Northern  and  Central  Italy. 

4.  *    R.  NiTiDus,  Wh.  et  N. 

Native  :  in  w^oods.    Very  rare.  July. 
10.  Lord's  Wood,  Houndstreet ;  B.  Fry. 
Scandinavia  ;  Germany  ;  France  ;  Portugal  ? 

4.**     R.  INTEGRIBASIS,  P.  J,  Muell. 

Native  :  woods  and  heaths.    Very  rare.  July. 
7.  Castle  Orchard ;  E.  F.  Linton. 
W.  Germany?  E.  France? 
The  record  of  the  finding  of  this  plant,  treated  as  somewhat 
doubtful  in  the  third  paragraph  on  p.  xxiv,  is  thus  established 
as  correct. 

{Page  101) 

6.    R.  AFFiNis,  Wh.  et  N. 

10.  Lord's  Wood,  Houndstreet,  and  in  a  hedge  between 
Publow  and  Houndstreet ;  D.  Fry. 

[Page  107) 

21.    R.  PUBESCENS,  Wh.  et  N. 
10.  Near  Marksbury  ;  D.  Fry. 

{Page  108) 
24.*    R.  MOLLISSIMUS,  Rogers. 

Native  :  in  bushy  places.  Very  rare.  July,  August. 
2.  Bonniton  ;  herb.  W.  H.  Coleman,  1848  or  1849.  This 
herbarium,  which  is  now"  in  the  possession  of  P.  B, 
Mason,  Esq.,  of  Burton-on-Trent,  has  lately  [Nov., 
1896]  been  examined  by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Rogers,  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  knowledge  of  this  inter- 
esting addition  to  our  Flora. 

Unknown  on  the  Continent. 

27.     R.  PYRAMIDALIS,  Kalt. 

10.  Sparingly  in  a  wood  near  Compton  Dando  ;  D.  Fry. 
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{Parje  119) 

54.    R.  Kaltenbachii,  Metsch. 

10.  Near  Compton  Dando,  in  a  wood,  and  also  in  a  field- 
hedge  ;  abundantly  in  both  localities  ;  D.  Fry. 

{Parte  125) 
5.     POTENTILLA  REPTANS,  L. 

Add  "  Madeira "  to  the  geographical  distribution  of  this 
species,  and  correct  the  note  on  P.  procumbens,  Sibth.  [/?.  124] 
by  erasing  the  words  "  Neither  of  these  species  occur  in  Ma- 
deira." 

(Pages  126  and  416) 
2.     AlCHEMILLA  VULGARIS,  L. 

Mr.  Fry  finds  plants  at  (9)  Cheddar  and  (10)  Stantonbury 
Hill,  which  he  refers  to  the  var.  Jilicaulis. 

[Page  185) 

Antennaria  dioica,  R,  Br. 

Mr.  Fry  has  been  informed  by  Mrs.  S.  Gregory  that  St. 
Brody's  record  of  this  j^lant  is  correct.  It  should  therefore 
be  inserted  at  page  185,  between  Filago  and  Gnaphalium,  as 
follows  : — 

VI,  bis.    ANTENNARIA,  R.  Brown. 

1.     A.  DIOICA,  R.  Br. 

Native  :  on  rocks  by  the  sea.    Very  rare.  Summer. 
9.  Rocks  on  the  south  side  of  Brean  Down ;  St.  Brody, 
Europe  ;  N.  Asia  ;  N.  America. 
England,  Scotland  Ireland. 

Unrecorded  from  Dorset,  Wilts,  and  Gloucestershire. 
[Page  214  ;  10,  11.  Cancel.] 

[Page  219) 

1.     OXYCOCCUS  PALUSTRIS,  Pers. 

9.  A  small  patch  in  a  sphagnum  bog  on  Blackdown, 
nicely  in  flower  on  May  30th ;  W.  F.  Miller  in  Journal 
of  Botany,  1896,7?.  ^l^. 

{Page  338) 

1.    Sparganium  ramosum,  Huds. 

b.  microcarpum,  Neuman  \_Jide  E.  F.  Linton], 

10.  Abundantly  in  a  brook  at  Keynsham  ;  D.  Fry. 
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{Page  352) 

6.     SCIRPUS  HOLOSCIKENUS,  L. 

9.  Berrow  Marsh,  October  1,  1896  ;  Mrs.  E.  S.  Gregory, 
fide  W.  H.  Beeby.  A  most  interesting  rediscovery. 
Perhaps  a  new  colony,  derived  from  the  Devon  station 
at  Braunton  Burrows  ;  but  Mr.  Beeby  would  rather 
consider  it  as  "  a  dying-out  species  in  the  county."  Mr. 
Beeby  also  calls  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  first 
record  of  this  species  as  a  British  plant  refers  to  Somer- 
set, under  date  1688  : — Nuper  in  Anglia  detexit  in 
comitatu  Somerseti.  D.  Stephens." — Ray  Hist.,  ii,  1303 
(W.  A.  Clarke  in  Journal  of  Botany,  1896,  p.  184). 

{Page  360) 

15.    Carex  acuta,  L. 

10.  Plentifully  at  Saltford,  in  ditches  near  the  Avon ;  D, 
Fry, 


Note. — The  addition  of  the  six  species,  Cerastiiim  arvense, 
Ruhus  sulcatus,  nitidus,  R,  integribasis,  R,  mollissimus, 
and  Antennaria  dioica,  increases  the  total  number  of  species 
found  in  the  county,  as  given  on  p.  xi,  to  1079. 


